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World Trade

Organization

	title of the event
	WTO Regional Workshop on Technical Barriers to Trade for Caribbean Countries (English)

	venue and dates
	Bridgetown, Barbados
18 – 20 November 2008

	Course description
	This Regional Workshop will offer training on the TBT Agreement.  It will cover the main principles and disciplines of the Agreement, work of the TBT Committee, and current issues before the Committee.  The Regional Workshop will focus on issues related to the implementation of the TBT Agreement of particular relevance to the region.

The Regional Workshop programme (draft attached) will include lectures, practical exercises and provision of relevant materials by the WTO Secretariat.  Additionally, there will be contributions from expert speakers and relevant international organizations.  Participants will contribute directly to the programme through experience-sharing exercises.



	Objectives
	By the end of the Regional Workshop, participants will have:

· enhanced their understanding of the TBT Agreement and current issues before the TBT Committee; 
· enhanced their ability to participate more actively in TBT-related work, including with regards to transparency and information-sharing, both in capital and at the Committee level; and
· exchanged experiences with other participants in the region.

	Programme
	Click here to open the programme of the event

	Organizing institution/body
	WTO


	TARGET AUDIENCE - ELIGIBLE COUNTRIES

	The target audience for this course are officials from 14 WTO Members and one Observer (Antigua and Barbuda, Bahamas (Observer, acceding), Barbados (Host), Belize, Dominica, Grenada, Guyana, Haiti, Jamaica, Montserrat, St. Kitts and Nevis, St. Lucia, St. Vincent and the Grenadines, Suriname, Trinidad and Tobago).
The officials are required to:

(1) have responsibilities in the area of technical barriers to trade; and,

(2) prepare in advance and contribute directly to the Workshop programme.  



	NOMINATION OF PARTICIPANTS

	As part of the WTO procedures, a letter of invitation will be addressed to the relevant authorities, through established channels, providing the specific conditions, requirements and expected profile of candidates for the course. Only candidates officially nominated by their authorities will be considered. Applications received through other channels will not be acknowledged. 



	OTHER RELEVANT INFORMATION: 

Reading material (documentation)

(Text of the TBT Agreement the TBT Handbook).
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Programme
Bridgetown, Barbados
Background


This  Workshop is organized by the Secretariat of the World Trade Organization as part of its Biennial Technical Assistance and Training Plan for 2008-2009.  It is funded through the Doha Development Agenda Global Trust Fund. 


The Workshop is organized for the following 14 Members and one Observer:  Antigua and Barbuda, Bahamas (acceding, observer), Barbados (Host), Belize, Dominica, Grenada, Guyana, Haiti, Jamaica, Montserrat, St. Kitts and Nevis, St. Lucia, St. Vincent and the Grenadines, Suriname and Trinidad and Tobago. Two capital-based representatives from WTO Members directly involved at a technical, practical and/or policy level in the implementation of the TBT Agreement can be nominated to participate in this Workshop.  In addition WTO Observers are able to nominate one capital-based expert to participate in the Workshop.  


Representatives from a range of relevant international organizations, including standard-setting organizations, are also being invited to participate in the Workshop and contribute to the programme and discussions [ .... ].

Structure and Objective


The programme of the Workshop is designed to assist participating countries from the Region to consolidate knowledge of the principles and disciplines of the TBT Agreement.  The Workshop will also introduce participants to the work of the TBT Committee and current discussions in the Committee - with a view to promoting a more effective participation of the Region in the Committee's work.  As well, the Workshop will provide a forum for participants to share experiences with respect to technical barriers to trade and implementation of the Agreement.


Participants will be expected to contribute actively to the Workshop.  In particular, they will be asked to prepare for and make brief interventions in the following areas:  (i) specific concerns relating to technical barriers to trade affecting products of export interest that may be relevant to the TBT Agreement; (ii) standardization activities; and (iii) implementation and operation of the Agreement's transparency provisions (i.e., notifications and enquiry points).  
Venue


The Workshop is being held at [....] 
WTO Resource persons


For information on the substantive elements of the Workshop, please contact directly Mr. Erik Wijkström (erik.wijkstrom@wto.org) or Ms Una Flanagan (una.flanagan@wto.org).  On logistical matters, please direct any enquiry to logistics.unit@wto.org.
	TUESDAY, 18 November 2008

TBT basics


	
	

	08:30 – 09:00
	Registration

	09:00 – 09:30
	Opening
[Officials from host country - Barbados]


	09:30 – 10:30
	An introduction to the TBT Agreement

	
	WTO
	The WTO Secretariat will present the background, current context and purpose of the TBT Agreement.

	***  10:30 – 11:00  Coffee break ***  



	11:00 – 12:30
	TBT issues in the Region

	
	WTO
	The WTO Secretariat will provide an introduction to the TBT Committee and Specific Trade Concerns.



	
	Participants
[to be selected]


	Participants will be asked to make brief interventions on actual or potential trade concerns that have arisen in the Region.    

	***   12:30 – 14:00 Lunch break  *** 



	14:00 – 17:00
	Principles of the TBT Agreement  - a Case Study

Break for coffee:   15:15 – 15:30



	
	WTO / Participants
	The WTO Secretariat will present and explore key principles of the TBT Agreement relating to harmonization, non-discrimination and unnecessary barriers to trade.  Participants will work on a case study.


	WEDNESDAY, 19 november 2008

international standards


	
	

	09:00 – 13.00
	International standards

Break for coffee:  10:30 – 10:45

	
	WTO
	The WTO Secretariat will outline the disciplines of the TBT Agreement and the work carried out by the TBT Committee in the area of international standards.


	
	[Speaker from SDOs]
	Representatives of international standard-setting organizations will be invited to inform the Workshop of the work of their respective institutions.



	
	Participants
	Selected participants will be invited to make interventions on  standardizing activities in their countries.



	
	Lunch break (13:00 – 14:00)



	14:00 – 15:30
	Conformity assessment procedures

	
	WTO
	The WTO Secretariat will outline the disciplines of the TBT Agreement and the work carried out by the TBT Committee in the area of conformity assessment.


	
	[Expert speaker]


	The conformity assessment infrastructure – how does it work?


	
	Participants
	Discussion

	*** 15:30 – 16:00 Coffee break ***



	16:00 – 17:00
	Good regulatory practice

	
	WTO
	The WTO Secretariat will outline the work carried out by the TBT Committee in the area of good regulatory practice.


	
	[Expert speakers]


	The implementation of GRP: national experiences.



	
	Participants
	Discussion

	
	
	


	THURSDAY, 20 november 2008 

transparency and Technical Cooperation


	
	

	09:00 - 12:30
	Transparency Provisions
Break for coffee:  10:30 – 11:00



	
	WTO
	The WTO Secretariat will provide an overview of the transparency provisions in the TBT Agreement and status of implementation in the Region.


	
	[Expert speakers]
	The implementation of the TBT Agreement's transparency obligations: national experiences.



	
	Participants
	Participants will make brief presentations on steps they have taken to implement the transparency obligations of the TBT Agreement (including with respect to the 15.2 Statement, notifications, enquiry point, etc.).  

	***  12:30 – 14:00 Lunch break *** 



	14:00
	Panel on Technical Cooperation 

Break for coffee:   15:15 – 15:30



	
	WTO
	The WTO Secretariat will provide an introduction to TBT Agreement provisions on technical assistance and special and differential treatment as well as the work of the Committee in this area.


	
	[Speakers from SDOs]

	International organizations will be invited to brief participants on their  capacity building activities.


	
	Participants
	Identification of capacity building priorities of the Region.


	16:00
	Conclusion and Summing up


__________

Activity Sheet
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