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World Trade

Organization

	title of the event
	WTO Regional Workshop on Technical Barriers to Trade for Central and Eastern Europe, Central Asia and Caucasus (English)

	venue and dates
	Vienna, Austria
28-30 April 2008

	Course description
	This Regional Workshop will offer training on the TBT Agreement.  It will cover the main principles and disciplines of the Agreement, work of the TBT Committee, and current issues before the Committee.  The Regional Workshop will include focus on the transparency provisions in the Agreement and on TBT-related issues of particular relevance to the region.

The Regional Workshop programme will include lectures, practical exercises and provision of relevant materials by the WTO Secretariat.  Additionally, there will be contributions from guest speakers and relevant international organizations.  Participants will contribute directly to the programme through experience-sharing exercises.



	Objectives
	By the end of the Regional Workshop, participants will have:

· enhanced their understanding of the TBT Agreement and current issues before the TBT Committee; 
· enhanced their ability to participate more actively in TBT-related work, including with regards to transparency and information-sharing, both in capital and at the Committee level; and
· exchanged experiences with other participants in the region.

	Programme
	Click here to access the programme of the event

	Organizing institution/body
	WTO


	TARGET AUDIENCE - ELIGIBLE COUNTRIES

	The target audience for this course are officials from 9 WTO Members (Albania, Armenia, Croatia, Former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia, Georgia, Israel, Kyrgyz Republic, Moldova, Turkey) and 12 WTO Observers (Afghanistan, Azerbaijan, Belarus, Bosnia and Herzegovina, Iran, Kazakhstan, Montenegro, Russian Federation, Serbia, Tajikistan, Ukraine, Uzbekistan).
The officials are required to:

(1) have responsibilities in the area of technical barriers to trade; and,

(2) prepare in advance and contribute directly to the Workshop programme.  



	NOMINATION OF PARTICIPANTS

	As part of the WTO procedures, a letter of invitation will be addressed to the relevant authorities, through established channels, providing the specific conditions, requirements and expected profile of candidates for the course. Only candidates officially nominated by their authorities will be considered. Applications received through other channels will not be acknowledged. 



	OTHER RELEVANT INFORMATION: 

Reading material (documentation)

(Text of the TBT Agreement, G/TBT/19 and Job(07)/139).
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Preliminary Draft Outline
Joint Vienna Institute

Vienna, Austria
Monday 28 April 2008

Introduction to the TBT Agreement

Session 1:
TBT basics

In this session, the WTO Secretariat will present the background, current context and purpose of the TBT Agreement.

Session 2: 
TBT principles

In this session, the WTO Secretariat will present and explore key principles of the TBT Agreement relating to non-discrimination, avoidance of unnecessary barriers to trade and harmonization.

Session 3: 
Harmonization and Conformity Assessment

In this session, the WTO Secretariat will outline the relevant provisions in the TBT Agreement and give a short explanation of the EC Sardines case.  International standardizing bodies will explain their work and the standards relevant to the region.  Participants will be asked to share their experiences with respect to standardization in their countries.

Tuesday 29 April 2008

Transparency in the TBT Agreement and the work of the TBT Committee
Session 4: 
Transparency requirements and procedures in the TBT Agreement

In this session, the WTO Secretariat will provide an overview of the transparency provisions in the TBT Agreement and status of implementation in the Region.  A representative from an invited Member will present their notification system.  Participants will be asked to share their experiences with respect to notifications and enquiry points.

Session 5:
Exercise on transparency

In this session, a practical exercise on notification procedures and the work of the enquiry points will be conducted.

Session 6: 
The TBT Committee: current issues and specific trade concerns

The WTO Secretariat will provide an introduction to the TBT Committee and Specific Trade Concerns.  Participants will be asked to share their experiences with TBT-related specific trade concerns in the region.

Wednesday 30 April 2008
Good Regulatory Practice and Technical Assistance

Session 7:
Good Regulatory Practice

In this session, the WTO Secretariat will provide an overview of the work of the TBT Committee in this area.  A representative from an invited Member will explain their experiences with good regulatory practice.

Session 8: 
Technical Assistance

In this session, the WTO Secretariat will provide an introduction to relevant provisions in the Agreement and the work of the TBT Committee with respect to technical assistance.  International organizations will be invited to brief participants on their technical assistance programs of interest to the region.  Priorities in the region will be identified.
Activity Sheet
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