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	title of the event
	Fifth Joint Regional Workshop on WTO matters for Academics from Central and Eastern Europe, Central Asia & The Caucasus.

WTO- National University of Economics and Trade

	venue and dates
	Kyiv, Ukraine, 25-27 June 2008

	Course description
	This activity will focus on regional and multilateral trade issues which will be presented by representatives of academic institutions in the region and of the WTO.  Emphasis will be given to research being conducted in the region and at the WTO, as well as on the WTO Agreements and other related issues, including the Doha Development Agenda.

This workshop will be delivered through a combination of lectures and discussions.  

	Objectives
	The general objective of this course is to contribute to institutional capacity building on WTO-related issues in the academic institutions, with a view to enhancing national training, teaching and research capacities.  Furthermore, this workshop seeks to strengthen a regional network of academics with whom the WTO Secretariat is expected to jointly deliver a 12-weeks Regional Trade Policy Course for Government Officials in the near future.  

At the end of the event, participants will be more familiar with the specificities of WTO Agreements, the functioning of the WTO, and related trade-policy issues of regional interest. 

	Programme
	Click here to access the programme of the event

	Organizing institution/body
	WTO, in cooperation with the National University of Economics and Trade University, Kyiv, Ukraine. 


	TARGET AUDIENCE - ELIGIBLE COUNTRIES

	The target audience for this course are university professors and researchers from the region.

The participants will be:

· university teachers and/or researchers having a special interest in WTO and regional trade issues of relevance to the multilateral trading system.
The eligible countries are:

21 countries: Afghanistan, Albania, Armenia, Azerbaijan, Belarus, Bosnia & Herzegovina, Croatia, Georgia, Iran, Israel, Kazakhstan, Kyrgyz Republic, Macedonia, Moldova, Montenegro, Russia, Serbia, Tajikistan, Turkey, Turkmenistan, Uzbekistan. 

	NOMINATION OF PARTICIPANTS

	Participants will be selected on the basis of recommendation by the National University of Economics and Trade (Ukraine) and from applications submitted directly to the ITTC.  Academics nominated by governments and individual nominations will also be examined, provided that the specific conditions, requirements and expected profiles are met. 


	OTHER RELEVANT INFORMATION: N/A
Reading material (documentation)
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DRAFT PROGRAMME

Regional Workshop on WTO Maters for University Professors and Academics

from Eastern and Central Europe, Central Asia and the Caucasus
World Trade Organization / Kyiv National University of Trade and Economics

Kyiv, Ukraine, 25 – 27 June 2008
Day One – Wednesday 25 June 2008

08:45 – 09:15
Administrative matters.

OPENING SESSION
09:15 – 09:45
Welcome and Introductory Remarks. Introduction to the seminar, background and 

objectives.


- Mr. Valéry Pyatnytskiy, Deputy Minister of Economy. Government of Ukraine.
- Mr. Sergey Nerpii, 
- Mr. Gerardo Thielen, Counsellor, Institute for Training and Technical Cooperation

Round-table introductions.

SESSION 1.

09:45 – 11:00
Institutional challenges and main policy issues in transition countries.  Market economies and accession to the WTO.

This session will discuss some of the economic policy and institutional challenges which countries in the region are facing in the process of opening their economies and becoming members of the WTO. One overriding issue is to what extent WTO liberalization of trade and rules is used as a anchor to the domestic reform process, and the integration of acceding countries into the world economy. Since other former socialist economies used the WTO as an anchor for reform (China, Vietnam), what are the specific challenges and opportunities faced by countries in the region: how to keep a protection for certain domestic industries while improving productivity in others, reviewing subsidizing practices, sequencing internal and external price liberalization, enforcing complex and modern economic legislation? Which are the successful policies to be put in place in this process and what are the conditions for countries to reap the full benefits of WTO accession?


Speaker: 
Mr. Valéry Pyatnytskiy, Deputy Minister of Economy, Ukraine.

Discussant:
Mr. Marc Auboin, Counsellor, Trade and Finance and Trade Facilitation Division, WTO.
11:00 – 11:15
Break

11:15 – 12:45
 The DOHA Development Round.
This session offers an overview of the WTO negotiations, updating participants and  providing a framework for the more specific discussions to be held.  What are the main  areas under negotiations and what are the main issues? What are the biggest and most sensitive hurdles? How are issues of special interest to transition countries being addressed? 
Speaker: 
Mr. Gerardo Thielen, Counsellor, Institute for Training and Technical 



Cooperation, WTO.


Discussant:
Mr. Sergey F. Sutyrin, Head, Department of World Economy.  St. Petersburg State University.  Russian Federation.

12:45 – 14:00 
Lunch break.

SESSION 2.
14: 00 – 15:30 
WTO Negotiations on Non-Agriculture Market Access  (NAMA).    

The session will cover discussions concerning the non-.agricultural market access with the view of addressing special interests of transition countries. The interests may differ but the discussion should reveal specific concerns of countries participating at the seminar. The questions to be addressed are: What are the outstanding issues of non-agricultural market access in the ongoing Doha negotiations? Given the existing structure of their economies, what are the priorities of countries regarding the various categories of goods (energy and mining products and technologies, heavy and mechanical industries, others?), and to what extent the inclusion in the WTO and the further liberalization under the DDA will help countries be more export-oriented, competitive and help diversify the import and export base. What would be the pitfalls to avoid in liberalizing, and how further liberalization of markets on certain manufacturing activities help the process of modernization of economies in the region.


Speaker: 
Mr. Marc Auboin, Counsellor, Trade and Finance and Trade Facilitation Division, WTO.

Discussion.


15:30 – 15:45
Break

SESSION 3

15:45 – 17:00 
WTO Negotiations on Agriculture products.


The session will address issues concerning agricultural market access. Once again, the idea 
will be to assess the problems of market access for agricultural products under the DDA and assess the extent to which these problems are relevant for transition countries. In the background of great changes in the agricultural structures of transition economies (including improvement in competitiveness and reduction in the number of farms), it will be useful to assess how DDA agricultural negotiations might further increase competitive pressures on local agriculture, and, in turn, how current or future accession of large agricultural producers (Ukraine) might affect the WTO? In this context, it might be relevant to discuss to what extend the main concerns and interests of transition countries in agriculture meet that of other members of the WTO under the DDA (subsidies, food safety, environmental issues, etc)  


Introduction: 
To be defined

Discussion.
Day Two – Thursday 26 June 2008
SESSION 4


09:00 – 10:30
WTO provisions and negotiations: Energy, including Oil and Gas industries.
 

While some countries in the region are large oil and gas producers and exporters, others are net importers, heavily reliant on their suppliers. In the Balkans, there is a chronic shortage of power and energy, which constraints economic development. In the context of regional trade relations, hence energy commodities are strategic, and its trade possibly subject to controversy. One questions is therefore to what extent WTO rules can ease trade relations in energy products, bolster investment in the energy sector, and impacts positively the economy of both importer and exporters' economies? 

Presenter: Ms. Yulia Selivanova, Energy Charter Secretariat.

Discussion
10:30 – 10:45
Break

SESSION 5  

10:45 – 12:15
 Aid-for-Trade: Reducing the supply-side constraints and the cost of trade in the region


This session will provide an overview of Aid-for-Trade initiative and preliminary outcomes. What are the main constrains for countries in the region? How would these be addressed in the context of this initiative? 

Speaker:  Mr. Marc Auboin, Counsellor, Trade and Finance and Facilitation Division, WTO
12:15 – 14:00
Lunch Break
SESSION 6
14:00 – 15:30
Research on WTO and multilateral trade-related matters.

The purpose of this segment is to brief the participants about research conducted at the WTO and provide an opportunity for participants to share with their regional colleagues the main aspects of recent research conducted by them. 


Introduction:
Mr. Marc Auboin, Counsellor, Trade and Finance and Trade Facilitation Division, WTO.
15:30 – 15:45
Break

15:45 – 17:00
Regional research issues.


Subject:
To be defined
Speaker:
Mr. Predrag BJELIC, Assistant Professor, Department of International Economics, Faculty of Economics. University of Belgrade.  Serbia and Montenegro.
Day Three – Friday 27 June 2008
SESSION 6: 

09:30 – 11:00



Topic:


Speaker:

11:00 – 11:15
Break

11:15 – 12:15


Topic:


Speaker

SESSION 7
12:15 – 13:00
Conclusions and follow-up.

This session will attempt to sumarize the discussions and highlight the main findings, as pertinent, of the workshop.  Furthemore, discussions will seek to define the nature and scope of future academic cooperati0on initiatives for the the WTO in the region.

Mr. Sergey Nerpii

Mr. Gerardo Thielen 
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