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	title of the event
	Workshop on the WTO Agreement on Government Procurement (English)

	venue and dates
	Geneva, Switzerland
1 to 3 July 2008

	Event description
	The main purposes of this Workshop are (i) to familiarize participants with the key elements, principles and obligations set out in the Agreement on Government Procurement (both the existing (1994) Agreement and the provisionally agreed revised text); and (ii) to provide a framework for analysis of the potential benefits and costs of acceding to the Agreement.  The Workshop will also provide an opportunity for participants to familiarize themselves with related developments at the regional level (i.e. government procurement provisions in regional trade agreements) and with work under way in other intergovernmental organizations.
The theme of the Workshop is: "The WTO Agreement on Government Procurement:  revised text of the Agreement and its potential contribution in promoting competition, transparency and national trade interests in government procurement markets."
The programme will address policy issues related to the Agreement, and will cover in some detail the technical aspects of the Agreement – both the existing (1994) Agreement, and the provisionally agreed revised text. Participants will be exposed to the underlying principles of the Agreement, provisions on rules, coverage-related aspects, and the accession process. Participants will also have the opportunity to explore the role that an accord like the GPA can play in advancing their national trade interests in government procurement markets, any implications and related policy challenges for the domestic procurement regime, accession decision making process, and overall accession and negotiating strategies. 

The Workshop will be held in English.


	Objectives
	The objectives of the Workshop are (i) to familiarize participants with the concepts, principles and obligations of the Agreement on Government Procurement; (ii) to provide a framework for analysis of the potential benefits and costs of accession to the Agreement; and (iii) to provide opportunities for the exchange of views and sharing of experiences on the subject and related issues at the national and regional levels.

	Programme
	Click here to access the programme of the event

	Organizing institution/body
	WTO


	TARGET AUDIENCE - ELIGIBLE COUNTRIES

	The target audience for this programme is GPA acceding members and observers, and other WTO Members with GPA accession commitments. The Workshop will also be opened to other WTO Members and accession candidates who wish to familiarize themselves with the GPA. The following countries will be invited:
Albania, Argentina, Armenia, Australia, Bahrain, Bosnia and Herzegovina, Botswana, Brazil, Cameroon, Chile, China, Colombia; Croatia; FYROM, Georgia, Ghana, Guatemala, India, Iran, Iraq, Jordan, Kyrgyz Republic, Malaysia, Moldova, Mongolia, Montenegro, Morocco, New Zealand, Oman, Pakistan, Panama, Philippines, Russian Federation, Saudi Arabia, Serbia, South Africa, Sri Lanka, Chinese Taipei, Turkey, Ukraine, Viet Nam and Yemen.
A representative of the CARICOM Secretariat or its Regional Negotiating Machinery will also be invited.
Participation in this programme is without prejudice to the views or position of any government on the GPA or the issue of government procurement in the WTO. 

	NOMINATION OF PARTICIPANTS

	One official may be nominated from each participating country. The official will preferably have policy responsibility in relation to WTO and/or government procurement matters, or more specifically the GPA.  Only nominations received from national authorities may be considered. 



	OTHER RELEVANT INFORMATION: 
Reading material (documentation)
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Workshop on the WTO Agreement on

Government Procurement

Geneva, Switzerland 1-3 July 2008
DRAFT PROGRAMME


This Workshop on the Agreement on Government Procurement is being organized for the benefit of:  (i) WTO Members with observer status in the Committee on Government Procurement;  (ii) other Members that have undertaken commitments in respect of accession to the Agreement;  and  (iii)  other WTO Members and observers that might wish to familiarise themselves with the GPA.


The theme of the Workshop is: "The WTO Agreement on Government Procurement:  revised text of the Agreement and its potential contribution in promoting competition, transparency and national trade interests in government procurement markets."

The main purposes of this Workshop are:  (i) to familiarize participants with the key elements, principles and obligations set out in the Agreement on Government Procurement (both the existing (1994) Agreement and the provisionally agreed revised text); and (ii) to provide a framework for analysis of the potential benefits and costs of acceding to the Agreement.  The Workshop will also provide an opportunity for participants to familiarize themselves with related developments at the regional level (i.e. government procurement provisions in regional trade agreements) and with work under way in other intergovernmental organizations.

Currently, twenty  WTO Members have observer status in the Committee on Government Procurement
, of which nine have applied for accession to the Agreement:  Albania, China, Georgia, Jordan, the Kyrgyz Republic, Moldova, Oman, Panama and Chinese Taipei.  A further six WTO Members have made commitments regarding accession to the Agreement:  Armenia, Croatia, the Former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia, Mongolia, Saudi Arabia and the Ukraine.


The Workshop will be held in English only (copies of relevant documentation will be available in French and Spanish).
__________

Day 1, Tuesday, 1 July 2008, Morning

09:30 

Welcoming remarks:  Mr. Nicholas Niggli, Chairman, GPA Committee, and 



Mr. Robert Anderson, Coordinator, WTO Secretariat Government Procurement Team
09:45 

Participant introductions
SESSION 1a:
Overview of government procurement activities in the WTO
	Time
	Subject
	Speaker

	10:00 – 10:45
	1.1
Introduction to government procurement in the WTO

-
economic, developmental and trade significance of government procurement


-
basic architecture of the GPA

-
overview of revised GPA text
	Mr. Robert Anderson 
WTO Secretariat

	10:45 – 11:00
	1.2
General discussion


11:00 – 11:30
Coffee Break

SESSION 1b:
Recent developments at the regional level and related work inUNCITRAL 
	Time
	Subject
	Speaker

	11:30 – 12:00
	1.3
Government procurement provisions in regional and bilateral trade agreements
	Mr. Kodjo Osei-Lah

WTO Secretariat

	12:00 – 12:30
	1.4
Work of UNCITRAL on government procurement: purpose, objectives, and complementarity with the GPA 
	Ms. Caroline Nicholas UNCITRAL Secretariat 

	12:30 – 13:00
	1.5
General discussion


13:00 – 14:30
Lunch break

Day 1, Tuesday, 1 July 2008, Afternoon
SESSION 2:
Definition and scope of government procurement, and transparency and procedural rules of the GPA
	Time
	Subject
	Speaker

	14:30 – 14:50
	2.1
Definition and scope of government procurement: conceptual issues and trade perspectives including the role of non-discrimination
	Mr. Robert Anderson 
WTO Secretariat

	14:50 – 15:30
	2.2
Transparency and procedural rules of the GPA: existing provisions and new developments in the revised text
	To be determined.

	15:30 – 16:00
	2.3
General discussion


16:00 – 16:30
Coffee Break

SESSION 3:
Promoting competition, transparency and national trade interests in government procurement markets: policy significance of the GPA - breakout session
	Time
	Subject

	16:30 – 18:00
	3.1
Policy significance of the GPA for developing and transition economies: balancing efficiency/value for money, domestic policy priorities, and international trade objectives of government procurement – breakout session
	Participants

	
	3.2
Reporting and general discussion
	


Day 2, Wednesday, 2 July 2008, Morning

SESSION 4a:
Scope and coverage of the GPA

	Time
	Subject
	Speaker

	09:30 – 10:10


	4.1
Scope and coverage of the GPA: Parties' Appendix I Annexes and General Notes
	Mr. Kodjo Osei-Lah 
WTO Secretariat

	10:10 – 10:30
	4.2
The GPA market access negotiations: state of play 
	Mr. Robert Anderson 
WTO Secretariat

	10:30 – 11:00
	4.3
General discussion


11:00 – 11:30
Coffee Break

SESSION 4b:
Scope and coverage of the GPA, contd – breakout session

	Time
	Subject
	Speaker

	11:30 – 12:30
	4.4
Breakout session:  Assessing Parties' scope and coverage under the GPA
	Participants

	
	4.5
Reporting and general discussion




SESSION 4c:
Scope and coverage of the GPA, contd: rectifications and modifications to coverage

	Time
	Subject
	Speaker

	12:30 – 13:00
	4.6
Modifications to Parties' Schedules under the GPA: existing provisions and possible developments
	Mr. Robert Anderson 
WTO Secretariat

	
	4.7
General discussion


13:00 – 14:30
Lunch break

Day 2, Wednesday, 2 July 2008, Afternoon

SESSION 5:
Enforcement procedures

	Time
	Subject
	Speaker

	14:30 – 15:00
	5.1
Domestic review procedures – under the 1994 Agreement and provisionally agreed revised text
	Ms Josefita Pardo De Leon 
WTO Secretariat

	15:00 – 15:30
	5.2
WTO dispute settlement procedures under the 1994 and the revised GPA
	Mr. Robert Anderson 
WTO Secretariat

	15:30 – 16:00
	5.3
General discussion


16:00 – 16:30
Coffee Break

SESSION 6:
Ensuring integrity in public procurement and preventing collusion among suppliers
	Time
	Subject
	Speaker

	16:30 – 17:00
	6.1
Overview of OECD work on best practices for promoting integrity in government procurement
	Speaker from OECD 

	17:00 – 17:30
	6.2
Measures to prevent collusive tendering: an important adjunct to a liberalised government procurement regime 


	Mr. Robert Anderson 
WTO Secretariat

	17.30 – 18:00
	6.3
Reporting and general discussion


Day 3, Thursday, 3 July 2008
SESSION 7: 
Accession to and membership of the Agreement:  benefits and challenges
	Time
	Subject
	Speaker

	09:30 – 10:00
	7.1
Overview of the GPA accession process: procedures and indicative timetable, potential benefits and challenges
	Mr. Robert Anderson 
WTO Secretariat


	Time
	Subject
	Speaker

	10:00 – 10:30
	7.2
Special and differential treatment for developing countries: existing provisions and enhanced flexibilities under the provisionally agreed revised text
	To be determined.

	10:30 – 11:00
	7.3
General discussion


11:00 – 11:30
Coffee Break

SESSION 8b:
Accession to and membership of the Agreement:  benefits and challenges, contd 


	Time
	Subject
	Speaker

	11:30 – 12:30
	8.4
Deriving the benefits of accession to or membership of the Agreement: country experiences and challenges


-
Korea


-
Switzerland
	To be determined.
Mr. Nicholas Niggli, Switzerland

	12:30 – 13:00
	8.5
General discussion


13:00 – 14:00
Lunch Break

SESSION 8c:
Accession to and membership of the Agreement:  benefits and challenges, contd
	Time
	Subject
	Speaker

	14:00 – 14:30
	8.6
Negotiating an agreement on government procurement: issues and challenges 
	Mr. Kodjo Osei-Lah WTO Secretariat

	14:30 – 16:00
	8.7
Breakout session:  GPA Accession: relevant issues and challenges, e.g.


-
preparatory work: organization and coordination


-
preparatory work: market analyses and studies


-
identifying offensive and defensive interests


-
scope for S&D treatment


-
negotiations on market access


-
strategies, processes and approaches
	Participants



	15:30 – 16:00
	(In-session coffee service)  15 mins. between 15:30 and 16:00)

	16:00 – 16:15
	8.8
Reporting and general discussion


	Participants


SESSION 9:
Concluding session
	Time
	Subject
	Speaker

	16:15 – 16:45

	9.1
Plenary evaluation
	Participants



	
	9.2
Concluding remarks
	Mr. Robert Anderson, WTO Secretariat



	16:45
	Close


_________

Activity Sheet








� Participation in this programme is without prejudice to the views or position of any government on the GPA or the issue of government procurement in the WTO.


� The following WTO Members are Observers in the Committee on Government Procurement:  Albania, Argentina, Armenia, Australia, Cameroon, Chile, China, Colombia, Croatia, Georgia, Jordan, the Kyrgyz Republic, Moldova, Mongolia, Oman, Panama, Saudi Arabia, Sri Lanka, Chinese Taipei and Turkey.


� Ukraine will formally become the 152nd Member of the WTO on 16 May 2008.
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