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	title of the event
	Advanced Regional Workshop on the GATS and Services Negotiations

	venue and dates
	Cape Town, South Africa, 8-12 June 2009

	Course description
	This workshop offers advanced training on the General Agreement on Trade in Services (GATS) and developments in the ongoing services negotiations under the Doha Development Agenda.  The activity will focus on the provisions governing the scheduling of access commitments, taking into account country-specific objectives and constraints, and specificities of classification and scheduling issues in various services sectors.  It will further provide an in-depth briefing on the state of play in the current negotiations, including in rule-making areas (especially safeguards and domestic regulation).  The workshop will also provide an opportunity to exchange views on progress of various  regional integration initiatives.  


	Objectives
	By the end of the seminar, participants will have enhanced their understanding of the Agreement and its impact on national trade rules and policy decisions, which they are expected to prepare, interpret or implement.  
They will be in a position to critically review scheduling proposals and particular policy projects (preferential trade agreements, bilateral investment treaties, etc.) in the light of relevant GATS provisions.


	Programme
	Click here to access the programme of the event

	Organizing institution/body
	WTO



	TARGET AUDIENCE - ELIGIBLE COUNTRIES

	The target audience for this advanced workshop are mid-level officials who 
(1) are the main responsible officials in the area of trade in services at WTO/regional level; and
(2) possess an advanced level of understanding of the basic provisions of the General Agreement on Trade in Services (GATS).  
Also invited is one official from each SADC, COMESA and the EAC: the nominated person will be the main responsible officials for providing advice on trade in services in the context of regional integration, including the EPA negotiations.



	NOMINATION OF PARTICIPANTS

	Participants are selected by the competent authorities among professionals serving in relevant Ministries or governmental bodies.  



	OTHER RELEVANT INFORMATION: 
In preparation of the seminar, participants are expected to work through the interactive training course on the GATS, which is available on the WTO Website. 

http://www.wto.org/english/tratop_e/serv_e/cbt_course_e/signin_e.htm
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DRAFT PROGRAMME

Advanced Regional Workshop on the GATS and Services Negotiations
Cape Town, 8 – 12 June 2009
	Monday, 8 June 2009

	08:30 – 09:00
	Registration

	09:00 – 09:45
	0pening session 
Welcoming  remarks by representative of the government of South Africa [TBC]
Opening statement by WTO

  - Objectives of the Workshop

  - Expectations of the participants



	09:45 – 10:45
	Session 1:  

History of the GATS and developmental implications of services liberalization


	10:45 – 11:00
	Coffee break 



	11:15 – 12:30
	Session 2:  

Trade in Services: Review of key concepts

Scope of application (modal structure) and main architecture of the agreement



	12:30 – 13:00
	Discussion



	13:00 – 14:15
	LUNCH BREAK



	14:15 – 14:30
	Review Exercises

	14:30 – 15:30
	Session 3 

The 'Art of Scheduling' - how to express policy objectives and concerns in the form of Specific Commitments
· Structure and significance of a services schedule

· Positive/negative list approach to scheduling

· The GATS approach to classification (W/120, CPC)



	15:30 – 15:45
	Coffee break 



	15:45 – 17:00
	Session 3 (continued):  
· Market Access (Article XVI)

· National Treatment (Article XVII)

· Additional Commitments (Article XVIII)

· Horizontal/sector specific commitments

 

	Tuesday, 9 June 2009


	09:00 – 09:45
	Review Exercises

	09:45 – 10:45
	Session 4:   

The modal structure of the GATS, with particular focus on Mode 4 (Classification and scheduling issues, economic relevance, treatment in current round)



	10:45 - 11:00
	Coffee break 



	11:00 - 12:30
	Session 5:  

Application of GATS to Telecommunications Services:

Relevant Issues



	12:30 – 13:00
	Discussions



	13:00 – 14:15 
	LUNCH BREAK 



	13:45 – 15:00
	Session 6:  

Practical Exercise on Telecommunications Services 



	15:00 – 15:15
	Coffee break



	15:15 – 17:00
	Session 6:  (continued)



	Wednesday, 10 June 2009


	09:00 – 10:30
	Session 7:  

Negotiations on domestic regulation 


	10:30 – 10:45
	Coffee break



	10:45 – 13:00
	Session 9:  

Practical exercises concerning scheduling of commitments and domestic regulation (Professional Services)



	13:30 – 14:15
	LUNCH BREAK



	14:15 – 15:30
	Session 10:  

Preferential Trade Agreements and other departures from MFN treatment (Recognition Measures, MFN Exemptions, General Exceptions)



	15:30 – 15:45
	Coffee break



	15:45 – 17:00
	Session 11:  

Regional Perspectives on Economic Integration Agreements

Discussants:  representatives from SADC, EAC, COMESA



	Thursday, 11 June 2009



	09:00 – 10:30
	Session 12: 

Developments in services trade:  Scope and limits of current statistics



	10:30 - 10:45
	Coffee break 



	11:00 - 12:30
	Session 13:  

Issues in Tourism Services


	12:30 – 13:00
	Discussions



	13:00 – 14:15 
	LUNCH BREAK 



	13:45 – 15:00
	Session 14:  

Practical Exercise on Tourism Services 


	15:00 – 15:15
	Coffee break



	15:15 – 17:00
	Session 15:  
Application of GATS to Financial Services

	Friday, 12 June 2009



	09:00 – 10:30
	Session 16:  

Practical exercise on Financial Services


	10:30 – 10:45
	Coffee break



	10:45 – 13:00
	Session 17:  

Issues surrounding the ongoing GATS Negotiations and the current State of Play 



	13:30 – 14:15
	LUNCH BREAK



	14:15 – 15:30
	Session 18:  

Closing Session: 
"Services liberalization:  Where (bilaterally, regionally, multilaterally), when (immediately, pre-committed) and how (request/offer, templates, formula)?"




__________________
Activity Sheet








