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	title of the event
	Regional Workshop on Article 27.4 Extensions under the SCM Agreement

	venue and dates
	Roseau, Dominica 28 September-1 October 2009

	Course description
	The WTO Regional Workshop on Article 27.4 Extensions is designed for nine English-speaking Caribbean countries that benefit from extensions of the period for the phase-out of export subsidies pursuant to Article 27.4 of the SCM Agreement.  These Members are required to eliminate the export subsidies by 2015, and they are subject in the interim to a set of strict rules governing transparency, standstill, and most importantly to taking a series of steps necessary to ensure they achieve elimination by 2015.  Already by 30 June 2009 these Members were required to notify to the Committee the internal measures they are taking to eliminate the subsidies, and by next year they must present the Committee with an action plan for elimination which will then be subject to a mid-term review by the Committee.  The goal is to help these countries to prepare to meet these milestones.  The Workshop is to be financed by the WTO with additional financial support provided by the Caricom and OECS Secretariat Hub and Spokes Project.  The substance will be provided by three WTO resource persons.  


	Objectives
	By the end of the course the participants will:

1. better understand the conditions placed upon them pursuant to the extensions granted them under Article 27.4, and the procedural steps they will need to take over the next several years to meet them;
2. be in a position to identify the options for adjusting their measures so that they can meet their obligation to eliminate their export subsidies while preserving their policy objectives.  

	Programme
	Click here to access the programme of the event

	Organizing institution/body
	WTO/Caricom/OECS


	TARGET AUDIENCE - ELIGIBLE COUNTRIES

	The target audience for this course are government officials from: 

Antigua & Barbuda, Barbados, Belize, Dominica, Grenada, Jamaica, St Kitts & Nevis, St. Lucia, St. Vincent & Grenadines
 The officials participating should be senior officials with direct responsibility for the programmes and/or extensions in question.  At least one from each country should have responsibility for compliance with WTO subsidy norms, and at least one from each country should have responsibility for the administration of the concerned export subsidy programme.  Any third candidate per country should also meet at least one of these criteria. 

	NOMINATION OF PARTICIPANTS
To be submitted to the WTO Secretariat not later than 4 September, together with a CV or resume explaining his or her academic training, experience and principal responsibilities in above areas. 

	


	OTHER RELEVANT INFORMATION



EXTENSIONS UNDER ARTICLE 27.4 OF THE SCM AGREEMENT FOR THE PHASE-OUT OF CERTAIN EXPORT SUBSIDIES

Workshop for English-Speaking Caribbean Countries Benefiting from Extensions 

Roseau, Dominica

28 September-1 October 2009

Monday, 28 September 2009
9:30-12:30.  Development of the prohibition on export subsidies.  Origins in Art. XVI GATT 1947 and Tokyo Round Subsidies Code.  Results of Uruguay Round.  S&DT for developing Members.  Article 27.4 mechanism.  Doha decision on extension of period for phase-out of certain export subsidies by certain developing Members.  July 2007 decision, including period of further extension, transparency and standstill obligations, internal measures, notification of beneficiaries and mid-term review.

14:00-16:30.  Definition of subsidy.  Duty and tax exemptions as financial contributions that can confer a subsidy.  Principles of de jure and de facto export contingency.  Application of these principles to free zones and similar schemes, including in respect of direct and indirect taxes, duty exemptions, and other benefits.

Tuesday, 29 September 2009     

9:00-12:00.  Options for bringing export subsidy programmes into conformity with the SCM 
Agreement.  Elimination of export conditionality.  Elimination of subsidy component.  
Alternative measures to preserve policy objectives.

Tuesday, 29 September 2009, afternoon through Thursday, 1 October 2009, afternoon

Individual meetings with participants of each country, to discuss specific issues relating to the specific programmes and requirements of that country.   Country meeting timeslots are shown below.


Tuesday


13:30 -15:30 


16:00-18:00 


Wednesday and Thursday

8:30-10:30


11:00-13:00


14:00-16:00


(16:00-18:00 – Wednesday only)
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