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	title of the event
	Regional Advanced Programme on WTO Doha Development Agenda for senior officials from Pacific ACP countries.

	venue and dates
	Nadi, Fiji ,   10-14 August 2008

	Course description
	This Advanced Programme provides an opportunity for senior officials to further reflect on the meaning of the development and trade discussions of selected items of the Doha Work Programme, through a combination of lectures and interactive exercises.

This WTO/PIFS Advanced Programme also provides a forum for exchanging views on national, regional and multilateral trade related activities and initiatives.  This event will draw on the contributions of resource persons from the WTO and various national and regional entities with expertise on the specific issues addressed. Development-related issues currently being treated in the WTO will be presented and discussed, with particular attention paid to the work programme on S&D, and the Work Programme on Small Economies.
PACP countries, some of which are WTO members or in the process of accession, are currently engaged in negotiating various regional trade agreements.  The workshop is structured to address the specific circumstances of PACP countries, particularly with regards to the impact of and linkages with WTO on regional trade agreements.  One example is trade facilitation.  
Another example is fisheries issues, which are vital to PACP countries in the Economic Partnership Agreement negotiations.  The agenda includes sessions dedicated to addressing trade facilitation and  fisheries issues.
It is also intended to devote a full day on Aid for Trade, to explain to the participants the main objectives of the initiatives, to give a feedback about the recently held Global Review, and to keep the PIFS develop a Regional Aid for Trade Strategy (along with their development partner).
Presentations and discussions at the  Advanced Programme will be based on relevant background documentation which will be made available to participants before and during the event.  To encourage the sharing and exchange of information and experiences on national and regional disciplines, it is suggested that participants come prepared, where possible, with material relevant to their domestic and regional policies and practices to contribute to the WTO/PIFS Advanced Programme.



	Objectives
	This advanced programme aims to allow participants who already possess a sound understanding of the general features of WTO negotiations to deepen their knowledge of the procedures and practices of WTO DDA negotiations.
By the end of the Advanced Programme, participants will have enhanced their understanding of DDA negotiations, thus facilitating their effective participation in WTO activities and in the WTO negotiations under the DDA.

	Programme
	Click here to access the programme of the event

	Organizing institution/body
	WTO, Pacific Islands Forum Secretariat


	TARGET AUDIENCE - ELIGIBLE COUNTRIES

	The target audience for this course are government officials from: 
Cook Islands, Fiji (WTO member), Kiribati (LDC), Marshall Islands, Micronesia, Nauru, Niue Island, Palau, Papua New Guinea (WTO Member), Samoa (LDC – accession), Solomon Islands (WTO Member), Tonga  (WTO Member), Tuvalu (LDC), Vanuatu (LDC -  accession).
The officials are required to:
(1) have responsibilities in the area of trade negotiations; and
(2) possess a proven sound understanding of the basic features of WTO rules and regulations (e.g. through prior participation in WTO regional seminars/workshops, TPC/RTPC or practical exposure to WTO issues in a professional capacity.  


	NOMINATION OF PARTICIPANTS

	As part of the WTO procedures, a letter of invitation is being addressed by the PIF Secretariat to the relevant government authorities, through established channels, providing the specific conditions, requirements and expected profile of candidates for the course. Only candidates officially nominated by their national authorities will be considered. Applications received through other channels will not be acknowledged. 


	OTHER RELEVANT INFORMATION: 
Reading material (documentation)
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DRAFT

WTO/PIFS ADVANCED PROGRAMME 

FOR SENIOR OFFICIALS ON THE WTO AND 

THE DOHA DEVELOPMENT AGENDA NEGOTIATING ISSUES FOR 

PACIFIC ECONOMIES
NADI, FIJI

10-14 AUGUST 2009
EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

The main objective of this WTO/PIFS Advanced Programme for Senior Officials is to provide an opportunity for senior officials from Forum Island Countries (FICs) to further reflect on the meaning of the development and trade discussions of selected items of the Doha Work Programme. 


This WTO/PIFS Advanced Programme also provides a forum for exchanging views on national, regional and multilateral trade related activities and initiatives.  This event will draw on the contributions of resource persons from the WTO and various national and regional entities with expertise on the specific issues addressed.


The Advanced Programme is designed to promote enhanced awareness of key issues and proposals in selected areas, to exchange information on the implications of existing disciplines and practices at national, regional and multilateral levels, and to discuss capacity-building needs, especially with a view to assisting the PACP countries to participate more effectively in WTO's negotiating activities.  

FICs, some of which are WTO members or in the process of accession, are currently engaged in negotiating various regional trade agreements.  The workshop is structured to address the specific circumstances of FICs, particularly with regards to the impact of and linkages with WTO on regional trade agreements.  One example is fisheries issues, which are vital to Pacific ACP countries in their negotiations with the European Union on the Economic Partnership Agreement.  The agenda includes sessions dedicated to addressing fisheries issues.


The development dimension of the DDA, Special and Differentiated Treatment, Small Economies, and Trade Facilitation will be covered.   The WTO/PIFS Advanced Programme will also discuss in detail AfT issues and there will be a dedicated session on AfT in the Pacific.


Presentations and discussions at the Advanced Programme will be based on relevant background documentation which will be made available to participants during the event.  To encourage the sharing and exchange of information and experiences on national and regional disciplines, it is suggested that participants come prepared, where possible, with material relevant to their domestic and regional policies and practices to contribute to the WTO/PIFS Advanced Programme.
MONDAY 10 AUGUST 2009
08:15 – 09:00
Registration
09:00 – 09:15
Opening Ceremony


Statements by:




-
the Representative of the Pacific Island Forum Secretariat




-
the Representative of the World Trade Organization

SESSION 1
Introduction to the WTO


(a)
The WTO principles and Agreements



(b)
WTO Accession process – Samoan, Tongan, Vanuatu experiences


(c)
Technical assistance programmes 



(WTO, Samoa, Tonga, Vanuatu)

SESSION 2
Development Dimension of the Doha Round
· Key development issues

· State of play on issues of interest to Pacific Economies
· Way forward

(WTO resource persons)
SESSION 3
Agriculture negotiations



(a)
Export competition



(b) 
Domestic support



(c) 
Market access
· SDT, Special products, sensitive products, agricultural safeguards


(WTO resource persons)
TUESDAY 11 AUGUST 2009

SESSION 4
Trade-Related Aspects of Intellectual Property Rights (TRIPS) and Public 

Health

TRIPS and Biotechnology/Traditional Knowledge/protection of biotechnology inventions and plant varieties, TRIPS-CBD relationship.



(WTO resource persons)
SESSION 5
WTO and Regional Trade Agreements


(WTO resource persons)
SESSION 6
Regionalism and Multilateralism: FIC Perspective


(a) 
PICTA, PACER, EPA



(b)
Fisheries issues and EPA



(PIF Secretariat)

WEDNESDAY 12 AUGUST 2009
Morning

SESSION 7
Special and Differential Treatment (S&D)



(a)
State of play in the S&D negotiations


(b)
The specific concerns of the Pacific economies



(c)
The way forward



(d)
Exercise on S&D



(WTO resource persons)
Afternoon

SESSION 8
Tariff barriers and NAMA negotiations


(a)
Tariff reduction formula and formula related issues



(b)
Sectoral tariff approach, including fisheries products



(c)
Flexibilities for developing and Least-Developed Economies



(WTO resource persons)

SESSION 9
Non-Tariff barriers


(a)
SPS Agreement



(b)
TBT Agreement

(Private vs. public standards, Eco-labelling, SPS Australia/Canada salmon dispute case)



(WTO resource persons)
SESSION 10
Trade and Environment, particularly as regards multilateral environmental 

agreements MEAs

· Relationship between existing WTO rules and specific obligations set out in MEAs


(WTO resource persons)
SESSION 11
Dispute settlement procedures


(a)
WTO Dispute Settlement Procedures



(b)
Fisheries cases of interest to PACP countries

· US import ban on certain shrimp and shrimp products

· Labelling of canned sardines



(WTO resource persons)
THURSDAY 13 AUGUST 2009
Morning

SESSION 12
Work Programme on Small Economies



(a)
State of play in the work programmme on small economies



(b)
The role and contribution of the Pacific economies



(c)
The way forward – the next Ministerial Conference



(WTO resource persons)

Afternoon

SESSION 13
Agreement on subsidies and countervailing measures ASCM


WTO Trade Rules negotiations

· Proposals on Anti-Dumping

· Proposals on Subsidies and Countervailing Measures


(a)
Doha declaration and fisheries subsidies



(b)
WTO rules on subsidies



(WTO resource persons/PIF Secretariat)
SESSION 14
Fisheries subsidy negotiations and their implications for PICs
· Key issues for PICs in the current WTO negotiations on fisheries subsidies



(PIF Secretariat)
SESSION 15
Current status of fisheries subsidies 
· Proposals on fisheries subsidies



(PIF Secretariat)
SESSION 16
Trade Facilitation


(a) 
Trade Facilitation proposals



(b)
Trade Facilitation negotiations



(WTO resource persons)
FRIDAY 14 AUGUST 2009
SESSION 17
Aid for Trade



(a)
What is Aid for Trade?



(b)
Main conclusions from the Second Global Review



(c)
Way forward and Road Map for 2010



(WTO resource persons)
SESSION 18
Pacific AfT Strategy 

(a) Report on AfT and Project Proposal Preparation and Formulation for Pacific Island Countries

(b) Draft MOU on the Establishment of the Pacific Trade and Development Facility

(c) Update on the implementation of the Pacific AfT Strategy



(PIFS resource persons and AfT Consultant)
SESSION 19
Wrap up Session



(a)
Participants views on workshop



(b) 
Suggestions for future WTO/PIFS workshops

Activity Sheet








