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World Trade

Organization

	title of the event
	WTO Regional Seminar on Development for Caribbean countries

	venue and dates
	Raúl TORRES, Counsellor, Development Division

Bridgetown, Barbados, 9 to 11 December 2009 

	Course description
	This seminar is concerned with development-related issues in the WTO, and with the linkage between trade and development more generally.  An overview will be provided of how the GATT/WTO system has evolved to take into account the interests and concerns of developing countries.  Development-related issues currently being treated in the WTO will be presented and discussed, with particular attention paid to the work programme on special and differential treatment (S&D), the different developmental aspects of the DDA negotiations and Aid for Trade.  

The activity will be undertaken through a combination of lectures and interactive sessions, including simulation exercises and case studies.  Participants will be encouraged to share their views and experiences on how trade can contribute to the development process.
The activity will also have presentations from the IADB and a representative of Barbados.

	Objectives
	The seminar aims to provide participants with an understanding of development-related issues in the WTO, including the work programme on S&D, the different developmental aspects of the DDA negotiations, and a greater appreciation of the linkage between trade and development.  It also aims to provide the participants with a greater awareness of the various factors that can enhance the developmental gains from trade.    

	Programme
	Click here to access the programme of the event

	Organizing institution/body
	WTO


	TARGET AUDIENCE - ELIGIBLE COUNTRIES

	The target audience for this course are government officials from: 
Antigua and Barbuda, Bahamas, Barbados (host), Belize, Dominica, Grenada, Guyana, Haiti, Jamaica, Saint Kitts and Nevis, Saint Lucia, Saint Vincent and the Grenadines, Suriname, and Trinidad and Tobago 
The officials are required to have responsibility for work relating to the WTO in general, and to developmental issues and S&D in particular.



	NOMINATION OF PARTICIPANTS

	As part of the WTO procedures, a letter of invitation will be addressed to the relevant government authorities, through established channels.  Only candidates officially nominated by their national authorities will be considered.  Applications received through other channels will not be acknowledged. 



	OTHER RELEVANT INFORMATION
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WTO-CRNM-IDB/INTAL

REGIONAL SEMINAR ON TRADE AND DEVELOPMENT

FOR CARIBBEAN COUNTRIES

Accra Beach Hotel, Barbados

9-11 December 2009

Draft Program
Wednesday, December 9

08:30 – 09:00
Registration
09:00 – 09:30
Opening Session - Welcome and Introductory Remarks

· IDB Representative 
· CRNM Representative

· WTO Representative
· Representative of Host Government

09:30 – 10:30
Session 1: Trade and development
Introductory discussion on the development dimension of world trade, including the broad objectives that the global community set out to fulfil through the multilateral trading system.


Presenter:  
WTO
10:30 – 10:45 
Coffee Break

10:45 – 12:00 
Session 2: The development dimension of  the Doha Round of negotiations

Overview of the development dimension of the Doha Round of negotiations; why it was launched, what were the main concerns of developing countries, what Ministers mandated at Doha.    


Presenter:
WTO

12:00 – 13:00 
Lunch Break

13:00– 14:15
Session 3: Developing countries and the institutional structure of the GATT/WTO, the S&D Work Programme and other developmental issues 


Evolution of the institutional structure of the GATT/WTO to treat developing country issues and concerns.   Overview of the S&D work programme in the Doha Round of negotiations, including the progress that has been made, the current status and the likely way forward. Overview of some of the developmental issues currently being treated in the WTO, including  issues being treated in the Committee on Trade and Development and its Dedicated Session on Small Economies.

Presenter:  
WTO   

14:15 – 14:30 
Coffee Break

14:30 – 16:00
Session 4: Case Study:  The Choice of Benin – Negotiations or Litigations in the WTO

Participants will read a brief case study on the choices presented to Benin for addressing the distortions caused by subsidies on cotton. Guided by the WTO resource person participants will then discuss the case study with the objective of analyzing the different options available to developing countries to defend  their development objectives in the WTO.


Presenter:  
WTO   

Thursday, December 10 

09:00 – 10:15 
Session 5: Aid for Trade
Overview of the Aid for Trade initiative. Why is Aid for Trade needed? What is Aid for trade? The role of the WTO.  Historical evolution of the Aid for Trade Initiative.  Current activities and status of Aid for Trade.

Presenter:  
WTO   
10:15 – 10:30
Coffee Break

10:30 – 12:00
Session 6: Aid for Trade in the Caribbean 
A representative of the IDB will provide participants with a briefing on the current state of play of the AFT initiative with regards to the Caribbean region.  Which type of projects may be financed? What to partner countries need to do to have access to AFT? How to identify national trade-related priorities for AFT?


Presenter: 
Pamela Coke Hamilton, Integration and Trade Sector, IDB

12:00 – 13:00 
Lunch Break

13:00 – 14:00
Session 7: How to maximize the impact of trade in terms of poverty reduction 


- Trade and poverty transmission channels



- Market failures and public policy interventions



- Fair trade as a strategy for insertion in the global markets  

14:00 - 15:00 
Best practices in trade adjustment policies 

- Complementary policies to strengthen the impact of trade agreements in the reduction of poverty

- Strategies and institutional design for trade adjustments  

- Labor market reform to enhance trade opportunities 

- Succesful instruments y programs 


Presenter:
Julio Guzmán, Integration and Trade Sector, IDB
15:00-15:30
Open Discussion

15:30 – 15:45
Coffee Break

15:45 – 17:00
Session 8: Simulation exercise on development issues 

Participants will be divided into groups and will be asked to formulate their negotiating positions on a specific developmental issue regarding the use of regional bodies to comply with the transparency obligations in the TBT, SPS and TRIPS Agreements.  Participants will then take part in a simulated negotiation with the objective of finalizing a recommendation to the General Council.  


Coordinators:  
WTO   
Friday, December 11

09:00 – 10:15
Session 9: The development dimension of the negotiations on agriculture, non-agricultural market access (NAMA) 

Detailed presentations on the agriculture and, NAMA with emphasis on the  key issues at stake for developing countries in these areas and the potential gains from a successful conclusion of the Doha Round.  

Presenter:  
WTO   
10:15 – 10:30
Coffee Break

10:30 – 12:00
Session 10: The development dimension of the negotiations on agriculture, non-agricultural market access (NAMA)
Detailed presentations on the agriculture an, NAMA with emphasis on the  key issues at stake for developing countries in these areas and the potential gains from a successful conclusion of the Doha Round

Presenter:  
WTO  
12:00 – 13:00 
Lunch Break

13:00 – 14:30
Session 11: The Work Programme on Small Economies - How do developing country coalitions work in the WTO 

A representative from Barbados will offer the SVE perspective on the genesis of the Work Programme on Small Economies and  a detailed briefing on the efforts deployed by the SVEs to have their issues taken into account in the negotiations.


Presenter:  
Representative of Barbados

14:30 – 14:45
Coffee Break
14:45 – 16:00
Session 12: The Doha Round – status and way forward. Assessment and conclusion of the event


Overview of the current state of play in the Doha Round, and the way forward in the negotiations. Interactive discussion on the overall content of the seminar, with emphasis on the lessons learned and future applications. Participants will be given the opportunity to evaluate the seminar. 


Presenter:  
WTO   
Activity Sheet
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