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Organization

	title of the event
	Singapore -  WTO Regional Workshop on Environment, Market Access and Trade Liberalization for Asia and the Pacific

	venue and dates
	Singapore, Singapore, 9-13 February 2009 

	Course description
	This course, which is mainly sponsored by the Government of Singapore, offers basic training to government officials from Asia and Pacific economies, its Agreements and other related issues, including the Doha Development Agenda.  It will focus on environment, market access and trade liberalization issues.

The workshop will be carried out in an interactive manner and will focus on thematic issues and problems experienced by Asia and the Pacific countries. Participants will be expected to offer their country's perspective and experience on the different trade and environment-related topics to be discussed at the workshop (see draft agenda attached).   

 

	Objectives
	The aim of this workshop is to provide an opportunity for information exchange on key market access and trade liberalization issues that form part of the Trade and Environment agenda in WTO, with a view to facilitating the more effective participation of Asia and the Pacific economies in ongoing negotiations and relevant work in this area.  

	Programme
	Draft Programme (as of 5 November 2008)

Monday

Trade and Environment in WTO:  Introduction
· Introduction to the WTO: Main objectives, functions, structure, basic principles, Doha mandate

· Brief history of trade and environment debate

· Work Programme of the Committee on Trade and Environment (CTE)

· The Doha mandate on trade and environment 

Tuesday and Wednesday

Environmental Requirements and Market Access   

· Paragraph 32 (i) of the Doha Ministerial Declaration 

· Labelling requirements for environmental purposes 

· Discussions in the CTE

· Relevant disciplines under the Agreement on Technical Barriers to Trade (TBT) 

· Fisheries subsidies

· Country presentations on environmental measures and their impact on market access    

Thursday and Friday

Environmental Goods and Services Liberalization
· Trends in the environmental goods and services sector 

· Main proposals discussed in the CTESS under Paragraph 31(iii) of the Doha Declaration 

· Technical issues related to the identification of environmental goods 

· Modalities and special and differential treatment under the mandate

· State‑of‑play of the negotiations 

· Opportunities and challenges for developing countries

· Country Presentations on Environmental Goods Sectors of Particular Interest

· Transfer of technology

· Climate change issues
Click to access the programme of the event

	Organizing institution/body
	Government of Singapore and WTO.


	TARGET AUDIENCE - ELIGIBLE COUNTRIES


Bangladesh, Bhutan, Brunei Darussalam, Cambodia, China, Fiji, Hong Kong China, India, Indonesia, Republic of Korea, Lao PDR, Macao China, Malaysia, Maldives, Mongolia, Myanmar, Nepal, Pakistan, Papua New Guinea, Philippines, Singapore, Samoa, Sri Lanka, Solomon Islands, Timor-Leste, Chinese Taipei, Thailand, Tonga, Vanuatu and Vietnam 

	Participating Members will be invited to nominate one capital-based official who is responsible for environmental issues in the trade ministry. 


	NOMINATION OF PARTICIPANTS

	Invitations letters will be sent by the Government of Singapore, except for the four economies financed by the WTO: Hong Kong China, Macao China, Republic of Korea and Chinese Taipei.



	OTHER RELEVANT INFORMATION
This activity is carried out pursuant to the 2009 TA Plan.   
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SINGAPORE – WORLD TRADE ORGANIZATION 

THIRD COUNTRY TRAINING PROGRAMME

REGIONAL workshop ON 
Environment, market access and trade liberalization

Singapore, 9-13 February 2009
Draft Programme (as of 16 January 2009)

This course offers training to government officials from Asia and Pacific economies, its Agreements and other related issues, including the Doha Development Agenda.  It will focus on environment, market access and trade liberalization issues.


The workshop will be carried out in an interactive manner and will focus on thematic issues and problems experienced by Asia and the Pacific countries. Participants will be expected to offer their country's perspective and experience on the different trade and environment-related topics to be discussed at the workshop. 


The aim of the workshop is to provide an opportunity for information exchange on key market access and trade liberalization issues that form part of the Trade and Environment agenda in WTO, with a view to facilitating the more effective participation of Asia and the Pacific economies in ongoing negotiations and relevant work in this area.  
_______________

	Monday 9 February 2009
Introduction



9:30 – 10:00
Registration of participants

10:00 – 10:30
Opening remarks

· Ministry of Foreign Affairs of Singapore
· WTO Secretariat (Ludivine Tamiotti)

· Video presentation on the Singapore Cooperation Programme
· Photo-taking Session
Coffee Break (10:30 – 11:00)

11:00 – 11:45
Introduction to the WTO (WTO)
· Main objectives and functions, structure
· Basic principles
· Dispute settlement system
· Introduction to the Doha Development Agenda

11:45 – 12:30
Discussion

Lunch (12:30 – 14:00)

14:00 – 14:45
Trade and environment in WTO:  Introduction (WTO)
· Brief history of trade and environment debate
· Work Programme of the Committee on Trade and Environment (CTE)
· The Doha mandate on trade and environment and the work of the Committee on Trade and Environment in Special Session (CTESS)
14:45 – 15:15
Discussion
Coffee Break (15:15 – 15:45)
15:45 – 16:30
GATT/WTO jurisprudence on environment (WTO)
· Relevant WTO rules and GATT Article XX exception

· US – Gasoline, US – Shrimp, Brazil – Retreaded Tyres 

16:30 – 17:10
Simulation exercise
17:10 – 17:30
Discussion
	Tuesday 10 February 2009
Environmental Requirements & Market Access



***Introduction to the Debate***
9:30 – 10:30 
Relevant disciplines under the Agreement on Technical Barriers to Trade (WTO)
· Key market access disciplines

· Addressing specific trade concerns in the TBT Committee
· Example of the EC – Sardines case
10:30 – 11:00
Discussion

Coffee Break (11:00 – 11:30)

11:00 – 12:00
Relevant discussions in the CTE and the TBT Committee (WTO)
· The effect of environmental measures on market access 
· Examples of trade and environment concerns raised in the TBT Committee
· Good regulatory practice: how to design environmental measures that are consistent with WTO rules
12:00 – 12:30
Discussion

Lunch (12:30 – 14:00)
***Special Focus on Eco-Labelling and Private Standards***

14:00 – 14:30
Introduction to the Debate (WTO)
· Eco-labelling in the CTE and the TBT Committee

· The PPMs issue

· Private standards and the WTO

· Conformity assessment 
14:30 – 15:00
Carbon labelling (ITC)

· Background to "embedded carbon"
· Limitations 
· Trade impacts 
· Labels as a tool for climate change mitigation

15:00 – 15:30
Voluntary sustainability standards (UNCTAD)
· Main findings of UNCTAD country-case studies on the developmental and market access effects of voluntary standards on Good Agricultural Practice for fresh fruit and vegetables in Malaysia, Thailand and Viet Nam

· Elements of a supportive national policy package for meeting voluntary sustainability standards in key export markets

· Making sustainability standards work for small producers and farmers 
15:30 – 16:00
Discussion

Coffee Break (16:00 – 16:30)

16:30 – 17:30
Country presentations on eco-labelling and private standards (Participants)
	Wednesday 11 February 2009
The Effects of Trade Liberalization on the Environment,
including The Win-Win-Win Situations



***Introduction to the Debate***
9:30 – 10:30
Relevant discussions in the WTO (WTO)
· Discussions in the CTE: the issue of domestically prohibited goods
· Discussions in the CTE: Situations in which the elimination or reduction of trade restrictions and distortions would benefit trade, the environment and development, so-called win-win-win situations:  energy and forestry
· Discussions in other WTO fora: e.g. the negotiations on fisheries subsidies 
10:30 – 11:00
Discussion

Coffee Break (11:00 –  11:30)

11:30 – 12:00
Trade in non-hazardous recyclable materials (OECD)
· Definition of non-hazardous recyclable materials (NHRM)

· Overview of the main trade flows and logistics of trade in NHRM

· Measures and practices that may hamper trade

· Possible measures to improve trade and environmentally beneficial recycling

12:00 – 12:30
Discussion

Lunch (12:30 – 14:00)
***Special Focus on Organic Agriculture***
14:00 – 14:30
Relevant discussions in the WTO (WTO)
· Discussions in the CTE
· Discussions in the TBT Committee
14:30 – 15:00 
Organic products and trade (ITC)
· Consumer preferences
· Global market trends
· Asian regional perspective

15:00 – 15:30
Key trade and development issues for organic products (UNCTAD)
· The co-existence of an array of mandatory and private standards for organic products
· Addressing harmonization and equivalence among standards - the key results and tools of the FAO/IFOAM/UNCTAD International Task Force on Harmonization and Equivalence in Organic Agriculture
· Organic agriculture as a pro-poor, trade-driven sustainable development opportunity - key findings and recommendations of the Organic Asia Regional Conference, held in Kuching in November 2008
15:30 – 16:00
Discussion
Coffee Break (16:00 – 16:30)

16:30 – 17:30
Country presentations on organic agriculture (Participants)
	Thursday 12 February 2009
The Liberalization of Environmental Goods and Services



9:30 – 10:30
The work of the CTESS (WTO)

· Main proposals discussed in the CTESS under Paragraph 31(iii) of the Doha Declaration

· State‑of‑play of the negotiations

· Technical issues related to the identification of environmental goods
· Modalities and special and differential treatment under the mandate

· Transfer of technology

· Trade data of developing countries

10:30 – 11:00
Discussion
Coffee Break (11:00  – 11:30)

11:30 – 12:00
Trends in the environmental goods and services sector (OECD)
· Definitions of environmental goods and services
· Data problems in measuring trade in EG&S
· Synergies between trade in environmental goods and trade in environmental services
· The new focus: goods for climate-change mitigation

12:00 – 12:15
Discussion

12:15 – 13:00
Country presentations on environmental goods sectors of particular interest (Participants)
Lunch (13:00 – 14:30)
***Afternoon:  Field Visit of a Wastewater Management Plant, the Newater Visitor Centre,  Organized by the Government of Singapore***

	Friday 13 February 2009
The Liberalization of Environmental Goods and Services (cont'd)



9:30 – 9:45
Non-tariffs barriers:  Introduction to the debate in the WTO (WTO)
· The negotiations on environmental goods and services
· The NAMA negotiations
9:45 – 10:15
Non-tariffs barriers to environmental goods and services trade (OECD)
· Definition of non-tariff barriers (NTBs)
· Relative importance of tariff and non-tariff barriers to trade in EG&S
· Measures and practices that may hamper trade
· Possible measures to improve trade in EG&S

10:15 – 10:45
Discussion

Coffee Break (10:45 –  11:15)

11:15 – 11:45 
Trade liberalization and climate change (WTO)
· Brief overview of the economics of climate change

· The potential contribution of the Doha Development Agenda to climate change mitigation efforts

· Competitiveness issues, carbon leakage and the discussion on border measures

11:45 – 12:00
Update on the UNFCCC process (tbc)
12:00 – 12:30
Discussion

Lunch (12:30 – 14:00)
	Special Focus on Regional Challenges



14:00 – 14:10
Introduction (WTO)

14:10 – 14:30
Environmental challenges for the region (Singapore representative, tbc)
14:30 – 15:00
Green trade policy towards low carbon economy in Asia-Pacific (ESCAP)
15:00 – 15:30
Promoting green trade in the region (UNCTAD)

· Can EGS liberalization make a noticeable contribution to addressing key environmental problems in the region?
· Perspectives for green trade in Asia

15:30 – 16:00 
Discussion
Coffee Break (16:00 – 16:30)
16:30 – 17:00
Regional trade agreements and their environmental provisions (OECD)
· Brief overview of the history of environmental provisions in RTAs

· Typologies of environmental provisions in RTAs

· A checklist for negotiators

· Capacity-building needs created by RTAs

17:00 – 17:20
Discussion
17:20 – 17:30
Closing remarks and evaluation
Activity Sheet








