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	title of the event
	WTO TBT Workshop on the Role of International Standards in Economic Development

	venue and dates
	Geneva
16-17 March 2009

	Course description
	International standards and conformity assessment systems contribute to improving efficiency of production and facilitate the conduct of international trade.  Since its early days, the TBT Committee actively discussed the issue of international standards and explored ways and means of enhancing Members' awareness of, and participation in, the work of international standardizing bodies, thereby improving the implementation of the TBT Agreement.  To build on this work, the Committee decided to organize a workshop on the Role of International Standards in Economic Development.  

The programme will be divided into three substantive sessions over 1½ days.  The first session would focus on the economics of standardization, the second on concrete case studies and the third on a discussion of specific challenges facing developing countries and ways of addressing them.  
Following the workshop, the regular meeting of the TBT Committee will take place back-to-back with this event, on 18-19 March 2009.


	Objectives
	The objective of this workshop is to seek ways to broaden and deepen developing country participation in relevant standardizing activities at the technical level.   

	Programme
	See JOB(08)/107 – revision to be posted on TBT webpage (see address below)

	Organizing institution/body
	WTO.


	TARGET AUDIENCE - ELIGIBLE COUNTRIES

	The Workshop is open to all Members.  It is primarily aimed at officials dealing directly with standardization activities and the implementation of the WTO TBT Agreement.  


	NOMINATION OF PARTICIPANTS

	As part of the WTO procedures, a letter of invitation will be addressed to the relevant authorities, through established channels, providing the specific conditions, requirements and expected profile of candidates for the Workshop.  Only candidates officially nominated by their authorities will be considered. Applications received through other channels will not be acknowledged. 



	OTHER RELEVANT INFORMATION: 

See TBT webpage:  http://www.wto.org/english/tratop_e/tbt_e/tbt_e.htm for updates on programme.
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Committee on Technical Barriers to Trade

TBT committee workshop on the role of 

international standards in economic development:

STRUCTURE and preliminary list of topics

Communication from the Chairperson


International standards and conformity assessment systems contribute to improving efficiency of production and facilitate the conduct of international trade.  Since early days, the Committee has explored ways and means of enhancing Members' awareness of, and participation in, the work of international standardizing bodies, thereby improving the implementation of the TBT Agreement (Articles 2.6, 5.5, 11.2, 12.5 and paragraph G of the Code of Good Practice in particular).  To build on this work, it is proposed that the Committee organize a workshop on the Role of International Standards in Economic Development in spring.  The workshop will consider, inter alia, ways to broaden and deepen developing country participation in relevant standardizing activities at the technical level.  


The workshop will be divided into three substantive sessions over 1½ days.  The first session would focus on the economics of standardization, the second on concrete case studies and the third on a discussion of specific challenges facing developing countries and ways of addressing them.  


Members' specific proposals for topics to be included under each session are listed in the bullets bellow.  Members, in particular developing country Members, are encouraged to propose further specific topics.

_______________

Session 1:  The Economics of Standardization

The aim of this session is to provide an overview and perspective on current work on the topic of standards and economic growth.  Expert interventions will be sought from national governments and standardizing bodies, academia and relevant international bodies.  The overarching objective of this session is to shed light on how international standards serve important national economic objectives as well as the promotion of health, safety and the protection of the environment.
Session 2:  Case Studies
The focus of this session is on concrete cases / experiences illustrating how standards have contributed to economic development.  The selection of cases should reflect topics of interest to developing countries.  This session may be organized in parallel working groups addressing particular topics of interest, such as: consumer goods (e.g., toys and electronics), textiles, food (quality and nutrition aspects).  More generic topics may also be addressed, such as: procedures used for the determination of consensus in the standardization process; the use of energy efficiency standards; "new trends" in standardization (sustainability, biofuels), etc.


Topics proposed by Members:

· Coffee and Asparagus (two cases): impact of standardization (Peru)

· Textiles:  the use of standards in the textiles sector and challenges to SMEs (Pakistan)

· Biofules:  the use of standards in the biofuels sector (Brazil and the United States)

· Building Codes and Construction:   The use of international standards in the area of public safety (Colombia and the United States)

Session 3:   Addressing specific challenges

The purpose of the last session will be to identify key remaining challenges and ways of addressing them.  Interventions may illustrate the effectiveness of existing efforts to promote and enhance participation and use of international standards in developing countries. This could, for example, include: Members' experiences with the IEC Affiliate Programme; "twinning arrangements" in the ISO (joint developed-developing country leadership of an ISO technical body); and/or other types of programmes between international standardizing bodies and developing countries.  Other interventions could illustrate regional efforts to promote best practices in multilateral and bilateral assistance on standards (e.g., the APEC Sub-Committee on Standards and Conformance Strategic Plan for capacity building and development of technical infrastructure).  Input from relevant international bodies may also be sought.


Topics proposed by Members:

· Twinning:  the impact of twinning arrangements (Colombia)

__________
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