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	title of the event
	WTO/ESCAP  Regional Seminar on Agriculture Negotiations for Asia-Pacific Economies

	venue and dates
	Hanoi, Vietnam, 28-30 September 2010

	Course description
	The WTO Regional Workshop on Agriculture, organized by the Agriculture and Commodities Division (AGCD) and the Institute for Training and Technical Cooperation (ITTC) in collaboration with UNESCAP, offers specialized training to governmental officials involved in different aspects of trade in agriculture. This workshop is tailored to specific characteristics and needs of the region, covering inter alia the provisions of the Agreement on Agriculture, as well as its implementation and notification obligations; the agriculture negotiations in the Doha Development Agenda (DDA); and the work of the Committee on Agriculture. The regional workshop on agriculture combines lectures from WTO, ESCAP and regional experts and hands-on activities of participants.  It is followed  by an evaluation at the end of the activity in order to assess its outcomes.

	Objectives
	By the end of the course the participants will be able to:

1. describe the current provisions of the Agreement on Agriculture, including the implementation of commitments;

2. outline the process, as well as the requirements and formats for notifications to the Committee on Agriculture;

3. discuss the key issues in the Doha Round agriculture negotiations; and,
4. analyse different proposals made in these negotiations.

	Programme
	Click here to access the programme of the event

	Organizing institution/body
	WTO/ESCAP


	TARGET AUDIENCE - ELIGIBLE COUNTRIES

	The target audience for this course are government officials from:
Bangladesh. Bhutan, Brunei Darussalam, Cambodi, China, Fiji, Hong Kong, China, India, Indonesia, Rep. of Korea, Lao, Macao, China, Malaysia, Maldives, Mongolia, Myanmar, Nepal, Pakistan, Papua new Guinea, Philippines, Samoa, Singapore, Solomon Islands, Sri Lanka, Chinese Taipei, Thailand, Timor Leste, Tonga, Vanuatu.
The officials are required to:

· be capital-based officials with direct responsibilities in the area of agricultural trade policy and decision-making; 
· have two years of experience in agricultural trade policy; and,
· be familiar with the current multilateral trade negotiations in agriculture or knowledgeable about his/her country's position in the negotiations.

	NOMINATION OF PARTICIPANTS

	As part of the WTO procedures, a letter of invitation will be addressed by the organizers to the relevant government authorities, through established channels, providing the specific conditions, requirements and expected profile of candidates for the programme. Only candidates officially nominated by their national authorities will be considered. Applications received through other channels will not be acknowledged. 



	OTHER RELEVANT INFORMATION: 
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WTO/ESCAP Regional Seminar on Trade in Agriculture and Agriculture Negotiations

28-30 September 2010
Hanoi, Vietnam
 PROGRAMME

	Tuesday, 28 September 2010

	
	

	09:30 - 10:00
	Registration

	10:00 - 10:30
	Opening session:

· WTO, UNESCAP

	10.30 – 10:45
	Coffee break

	10:45 - 11:15
	Introductions/Icebreaker

· Self-assessment quiz

· What questions do you have on the Agriculture Agreement?

· Objectives and programme

	11:15 - 12:15
	Liberalization of trade in agriculture:  Implications for Asian and Pacific developing countries

(UNESCAP )

	12:15 - 12:50
	Overview of  Agreement on Agriculture – Introduction to the three pillars 

(WTO resource person)

	12:50 - 14:00
	Lunch

	14:00 – 15:30
	 Agreement on Agriculture (continued) 

	15:30 - 15:45
	Coffee break

	15:45 – 18:00
	Case study on agricultural trade policies  in the Asia-Pacific region

(Regional expert)




	Wednesday, 29 September 2010

	09:30 – 11:30
	Doha Development Negotiations on Agriculture – Overview and S&D

(WTO)

· Market access

· Domestic support 

· Export competition

	11:30 - 11:45
	Coffee break

	11:45 – 12:50
	Introduction to scheduling

· What has been going on in the agriculture special session since 2008?

· What are the relevant discussions on data and templates for scheduling?



	12:50 - 14:00
	Lunch

	14:00 –15:30
	Regional perspectives on Agricultural Trade

(UNESCAP)

	15:30-16:00
	Coffee break

	16:00 - 18:00
	Success stories in agricultural trade in the Asia-Pacific

(Regional expert/participants)

Discussion



	Thursday, 30 September 2010

	
	

	09:30 – 11:30
	Agriculture Notifications

(WTO)

· Requirements

· Committee process

· Finding information through on-line sources

	11:30 - 11:45
	Coffee break

	11:45 – 12:30
	Exercise on Agriculture Notifications

	12:30 - 13:30
	Lunch

	13:30-15:30
	Recap – Notification exercise

Question & Answer

	15:30 - 15:45
	Wrap-up and Closing session


******************
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