World Trade

Organization

	title of the event
	Advanced Regional Workshop on the GATS and Services Negotiations


	venue and dates
	Cairo, Egypt, 13-16 December 2010

	Course description
	The Workshop offers training on the General Agreement on Trade in Services (GATS) and the ongoing services negotiations under the Doha Development Agenda (DDA) at an advanced level.
Presentations will focus on the GATS-provisions governing the scheduling of commitments taking into account country-specific objectives and constraints;  the formation of preferential trade agreements and other departures from MFN treatment;  and the state of play in the current negotiations, including in rule-making areas.   Various case studies are intended to complement and deepen these presentations.  Other segments of the Workshop will respond to sector- and policy-related interests expressed by participants who may choose between various themes.  
Qualified researchers from the region will be invited to present their findings on trade and policy developments in Arab countries (national trade performance, policy priorities, etc.). 
Finally, the Workshop will also provide a forum for discussing participants' own experiences and expectations concerning regional versus multilateral services liberalization and the need for regulatory disciplines in services trade.


	Objectives
	By the end of the Workshop, participants will have enhanced their understanding of the Agreement and its implications for key policy areas and service sectors in their respective countries.  They will be better equipped to assess the impact of various policy options on longer-term trade performance, express national policy objectives and constraints in the form of GATS commitments, and critically review the scheduling proposals and offers submitted by other Members, whether in a regional or multilateral context.


	Programme
	A tentative draft programme is attached.  It is to be finalized on the basis of indications of interest from participants based on replies to a questionnaire or, in the absence of timely responses, preferences expressed during the workshop. 


	Organizing institution/body
	Trade in Services Division, WTO 


	TARGET AUDIENCE - ELIGIBLE COUNTRIES

	Government officials from WTO Members or acceding countries who 

  (1) have responsibilities in the area of trade in services; and
  (2) have successfully completed the e-training module on the GATS or equivalent. 

The following countries will be invited to nominate participants (1 official per country):  Algeria, Bahrain, Djibouti, Egypt,  Iraq, Jordan, Kuwait, Lebanon, Libya, Mauritania, Morocco, Oman, Palestinian Authorities, Qatar, Saudi Arabia, Sudan, Syria, Tunisia, United Arab Emirates and Yemen

	NOMINATION OF PARTICIPANTS

	As part of the WTO procedures, a letter of invitation will be sent to the relevant government authorities, through established channels, explaining the specific conditions, requirements and expected profile of candidates.  Only officially nominated persons will be considered.  



	OTHER RELEVANT INFORMATION: 
Reading Material for all participants:

GATS

Trade in Services – Extended Set of Documents 2010

UN CPC prov. – Part Three (pp. 173-285)

GATS Quiz and Practical Exercises
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WTO Advanced REGIONAL WORKSHOP on 
the GATS and Services Negotiations 

13 -16 December 2010

Cairo, Egypt 

Tentative Programme (31.08.2010)

	Monday, 13 December 2010


	08:30 – 09:00
	Registration



	09:00 – 09:30
	Opening Session:   

   Welcome

   Expectations of Participants

	
	

	09:30 – 10:45
	Session 1

►  The 'Trade in Services' Paradigm:  
                           A Sea-Change in Multilateral Rule-Making


	10:45 – 11:00
	Coffee break 



	11:00 – 12:30
	Session 2  

The 'Art of Scheduling' 
  ►  How to express national policy objectives and constraints in 'scheduling

        language':  Choice of sector classification, inscription of limitations on market

        access (Article XVI) and national treatment (Article XVII), 

        additional commitments (Article XVIII) 

  ►  Horizontal obligations (conditional / unconditional) 

  ►  Scheduling Problems 
  ►  MFN Exemptions and other departures from MFN treatment and/or specific

      commitments

  ►  Scope for national policy making


	12:30 – 13:30
	Lunch break



	13:30 – 15:00
	The 'Art of Scheduling' (cont'd)



	15:00 – 15:15
	Coffee break 



	15:15 – 17.00
	The 'Art of Scheduling' (cont'd)
A Closer Look at Individual Modes




	Tuesday, 14 December 2010



	09:00 – 10:45
	Session 3:  Quiz on the GATS 

	10:45 – 11::00
	Coffee break 



	11.00 – 12.30
	Session 4:  Economic Integration, Recognition Measures, Investment Treaties and other Departures from MFN Treatment 

  ►  Presentation WTO Secretariat


	12:30 – 13:30
	Lunch break


	13.45 – 15:00

15:00 – 15:15

15:15 – 17:00
	Economic Integration ... (cont'd)

  ►  National/Regional Perspectives (Participants)
Coffee break
Session 5:  Domestic Regulation 

Presentation WTO Secretariat:

  ►  Scope of Article VI

  ►  Ongoing Negotiations under Article VI:4
Participants: 

  ►  Regulatory Disciplines – Pros and Cons from a National Perspective

	
	

	
	


	Wednesday, 15 December 2010



	09:00 – 10:45
	Session 6:  Practical Exercises Concerning Scheduling of Commitments 
 

	10:45 – 11:00
	Coffee break



	11:00 – 12:30
	Practical Exercises Concerning Scheduling of Commitments (cont'd)

	
	

	12:30 – 13:30
	Lunch break



	13:30 – 15:00
15:00 – 15:15
15:15 – 17:00
	Session 7: Trade Performance in Services:   A Case Study of Egypt  

                                                                             Ahmed Ghoneim 

Coffee break
Session 8:  [Regional Integration vs. Multilateral Liberalization:  

An Arab Perspective]                                            NN

	
	

	
	

	Thursday, 16 December 2010


	9:00 – 11:00
	Session 8:   Selected issues (depending on participants' preferences)  

Public Services and the GATS 

 ►  Concept of public services

 ►  Status under GATS

 ►  Relevance to specific sectors (education and health)


	11:00 - 11:15


	and/or:  GATS Provisions in the Light of WTO Dispute Rulings
and/or: 
Negotiations on GATS Rules (Emergency Safeguards, Government Procurement, Subsidies)

 ►  Relevant mandates 
 ►  Underlying concepts / expectations 
 ►  State of Play 
Coffee Break

	11:15 – 12:30
	Session 8 (cont'd)

Measuring Trade in Services 

 ►  Balance of Payments
 ►  Foreign Affiliates Trade in Services Statistics
 ►  Trade policy implications 
and/or:
GATS and the Financial Crisis 

 ►  Services liberalization as a contributor? 
 ►  Sectoral and modal implications 
 ►  Policy responses
and/or:

Services Liberalization and Poverty Reduction: What Role for the GATS?

 ►   Potential economic links 

 ►   Pros and cons of policy commitments
and/or:

Additional Practical Exercises



	12.30 – 13.30
	Lunch break



	13:30 - 15.00
	Session 9:  Doha Development Agenda

 ►  Mandate 
 ►  Major stages 
 ►  State-of-Play 
Evaluation of the Workshop and Closing Session




****************

Reading Material for all participants:

GATS

Trade in Services – Extended Set of Documents 2010

UN CPC prov. – Part Three (pp. 173-285)

GATS Quiz and Practical Exercises

Activity Sheet








