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World Trade

Organization

	title of the event
	Regional Dialogue for Media, Civil Society and Business from Southern Africa

	venue and dates
	Cape Town, South Africa
15 – 18 November 2010

	Course description
	The regional dialogue brings together local and regional voices and opinion-makers from civil society, business and the media, with trade practitioners, academics and WTO Secretariat experts. Greater awareness and a more informed debate on international trade matters lead to a better mutual understanding of the challenges and opportunities that are faced at the national, regional and international level. 

Against this background, the regional dialogue will focus on four main areas: (1) the WTO and the multilateral trading system; (2) the Doha Round negotiations and the interests for the region; (3) the consequences of the current financial and economic crisis; and (4) multilateralism versus bilateralism.

	Objectives
	The basic objectives of the regional dialogue are to:

•foster greater understanding of the WTO and its role in the multilateral trading system;

•inform workshop participants on key issues on the international trade agenda, the status of the Doha negotiations and trade and WTO's role during the recent crisis;

•provide a forum for in-depth discussion and exchange of views and ideas on trade-related and development-related issues of particular relevance to the Southern African region.

	Programme
	Click here to access the programme of the event

	Organizing institution/body
	WTO Information and External Relations Division & Friedrich Ebert Foundation (FES)


	TARGET AUDIENCE - ELIGIBLE COUNTRIES

	Business, Civil Society and Media representatives from countries in Southern Africa 

	NOMINATION OF PARTICIPANTS

	Invitations to the dialogue will be sent through our organizing partner, the Friedrich Ebert Foundation (FES). The FES representative office in South Africa will handle all the logistics related to the organization of the dialogue. 
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FES/WTO Regional Dialogue on

“Current and Future Challenges for the 

Multilateral Trading System – 

Perspectives from Southern Africa”

Cape Town, 15- 18 November 2010

Conference Venue:

Cape Town Lodge Hotel

101 Buitengracht Street

Cape Town

Tel: +27 21 422 0030

Fax: +27 21 4220090

Participants:

Civil society, business and media participants come from the following countries:

Angola, Botswana, Lesotho, Madagascar, Mozambique, Namibia, South Africa, Zambia, Zimbabwe. 

Language:

The seminar will be held in English .

Organisation:

FES South Africa
……

……

Mr. Bernard Kuiten

Head of External Relations

Information and External Relations Division

World Trade Organization

Phone: + 41 22 739 5676

E-Mail: bernard.kuiten@wto.org 



FES/WTO Regional Dialogue on
“Current and Future Challenges for the 

Multilateral Trading System – 

Perspectives from Southern Africa”
Cape Town, 15- 18 November 2010

Programme

Sunday, 14 November 2010

Arrival of civil society participants

20.00
Informal Welcome Dinner at Cape Town Lodge Hotel

CIVIL SOCIETY DIALOGUE

Monday, 15 November 2010
09.00-10.00
Opening of the Civil Society Dialogue

Welcome Remarks

Axel Schmidt, Resident Representative, FES South Africa Office
Keith Rockwell, Director, Information and External Relations Division, WTO
10.00-10.30
Coffee/Tea Break

10.30-12.30
Introduction to the WTO: 

(1) The multilateral trading system and international trade negotiations

(2) WTO decision making

(3) The dispute settlement mechanism
12.30 – 14.00
Lunch Break

14.00 - 15.30
The overall state of play in the Doha Round Negotiations: Challenges and Opportunities for the region
15.30-16.00
Coffee/Tea Break

16.00-17.00
Sectoral interests: the agriculture and industrial tariff (NAMA) negotiations in the Doha Round
17.00-18.00
Trade in Natural Resources 

Tuesday, 16 November
9.00-10.30
Consequences of the financial and economic crisis for the region – concerns and implications?
10.30-11.00
Coffee/Tea Break

11.00-12.30 
Multilateralism versus bilateralism - Which way forward for the region?

12.30 – 13.00
Closing remarks

FES & WTO 

(13.00 – 14.30 
Optional - Farewell lunch)

MEDIA DIALOGUE

Tuesday 16 November 2010
Arrival of media participants

20.00
Informal Welcome Dinner at Cape Town Lodge Hotel
Wednesday 17 November 2010
09.00-10.00
Opening of the Media Dialogue

Welcome Remarks

Axel Schmidt, Resident Representative, FES South Africa Office
Keith Rockwell, Director, Information and External Relations Division, WTO
10.00-10.30
Coffee/Tea Break

10.30-12.30
Introduction to the WTO: 

(1) The multilateral trading system and international trade negotiations

(2) WTO decision making

(3) The dispute settlement mechanism
12.30 – 14.00
Lunch Break

14.00 - 15.30
The overall state of play in the Doha Round Negotiations: Challenges and Opportunities for the region
15.30-16.00
Coffee/Tea Break

16.00-17.00
Sectoral interests: the agriculture and industrial tariff (NAMA) negotiations in the Doha Round
17.00-18.00
WTO Media Relations
Keith Rockwell, Director, Information and External Relations Division, WTO
Daniel Pruzin, Bureau of National Affairs, Geneva
Thursday 18 November
9.00-10.30
Consequences and effects of the financial and economic crisis for the region – concerns and implications?
10.30-11.00
Coffee/Tea Break

11.00-12.30 
Multilateralism versus bilateralism - Which way forward for the region?

12.30 – 13.00
Closing remarks


FES & WTO 

(13.00 – 14.30 
Optional - Farewell lunch)
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