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World Trade

Organization

	title of the event
	Regional Workshop on rules governing Customs Unions/RTAs and DDA Update, for EAC countries

	venue and dates
	Kigali, Rwanda, 28 September-1 October 2010


	Course description
	This workshop is designed to give an overview of the WTO disciplines relating to Customs Unions and RTAs in general, in the context of the specific situation of EAC countries. The workshop will also give a thorough update of the DDA negotiations. 

This workshop will be delivered, through a combination of lectures and interactive exercises, and will be resourced by WTO experts and their regional counterparts from EAC Secretariat, and from its Member states.  

	Objectives
	By the end of the course the participants will be expected to have acquired a good knowledge of key concepts regarding RTAs, including Customs Unions, and their relevance in the context of the WTO disciplines on these subjects.  They will also be expected to have been thoroughly updated on the on-going DDA negotiations. 

	Programme
	Programme

	Organizing institution/body
	WTO, in conjunction with EAC


	TARGET AUDIENCE - ELIGIBLE COUNTRIES

	The target audience for this course are government officials from: 

Burundi, Kenya, Rwanda, Tanzania and Uganda
Participating countries will be invited to nominate three officials. 



	NOMINATION OF PARTICIPANTS

	As part of the WTO procedures, a letter of invitation will be sent to relevant government authorities, providing the specific conditions, requirements and expected profile of candidates for the course. Only candidates officially nominated by their national authorities will be considered. Applications received through other channels will not be acknowledged. 




	OTHER RELEVANT INFORMATION
This activity will be implemented as part of the 2010-11 TA Plan.   
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WTO/EAC WORKSHOP ON THE 

DOHA DEVELOPMENT AGENDA AND THE RULES GOVERNING 

REGIONAL TRADE AGREEMENTS

Kigali, Rwanda

28 September - 1 October 2010

TUESDAY,  28 SEPTEMBER 2010_________________________________________________________
08h30
Registration

09:00-09:30

Opening Ceremony

Representative of the World Trade Organization

Representative of the East African Community

Representative of the Government of Rwanda
09:30-10h30
SESSION I: OVERVIEW OF THE NEGOTIATIONS OF THE DOHA DEVELOPMENT AGENDA
· State of play on progress, and key next steps
10:30-11:00
Coffee break

11:00-12:30
SESSION II: KEY AREAS AND POSITIONS IN THE NEGOTIATIONS
· Agriculture

· NAMA
12:30-14:00
Lunch break
14:00-15:30
SESSION II: KEY AREAS AND POSITIONS IN THE NEGOTIATIONS (CONT'D)
· Services

· Trade Facilitation
15:30-16:00
Coffee break

16:00-17:00
SESSION III: DDA NEGOTIATIONS ON WTO RULES AND PROCEDURES RELATING TO RTAs
· Mandate of the negotiations

· State of play of the negotiations

WEDNESDAY, 29 SEPTEMBER 2010______________________________________________________



SESSION IV:  RTAs AND THE WTO

09:00-10:00
RTAs AND THE WTO:  AN OVERVIEW
· Facts and figures: the global dimension of RTAs
10:00-10:45
WTO RULES RELATED TO RTAs
· General overview
10:45-11:00
Coffee break

 11:00-12:30
WTO RULES RELATED TO RTAs (CONT'D)
· Rules on RTAs in trade in goods

12:30-14:00
Lunch break

14:00:15:30
WTO RULES RELATED TO RTAs (CONT'D)
· Rules on RTAs in trade in services

15:30-16:00
Coffee break

16:00-17:00
WTO PROCEDURES RELATED TO RTAs
· Transparency mechanism on RTAs

THURSDAY, 30 SEPTEMBER 2010
09:00-10:45
SESSION V: EAC CUSTOMS UNION AND WTO RULES
· Overview of the EAC Customs Union
· Overview of the EAC Common External Tariff
· Opportunities and challenges
10:45-11:00
Coffee break

11:00-12:30
SESSION V: EAC CUSTOMS UNION AND WTO RULES (CONT'D)
· Next steps for EAC Member States
· EAC and the WTO: legal and procedural requirements
12:30-14:00
Lunch break

14:00-15:30
SESSION VI: EAC AND THE EU-EPA

· State of Play in the EAC-EC-EPA Negotiations

· Interface between EAC Customs Union and the EPA

· EPAs and WTO: legal and procedural requirements
15:30-16:00
Coffee break

16:00-17:00
SESSION VI: EAC AND THE EU-EPA (CONT'D)

· EPAs and WTO: legal and procedural requirements
FRIDAY, 1 OCTOBER 2010______________________________________________________________

09:00-10:45
SESSION VII: TRADE NEGOTIATIONS 

· Defining Negotiations and Identifying the Structural Components of the Process;

· Negotiation Skills

· Strategy and Tactics in Negotiations
10:45-11:00
Coffee break

11:00-12:30
SESSION VII: TRADE NEGOTIATIONS (CONT'D)

· Experiences in the EAC-EC/EU-EPA Negotiations/Proposed COMESA-EAC-SADC Tripartite FTA

· Negotiation Simulations

12:30-13:00
WRAP UP SESSION 

___________________________________
Activity Sheet
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