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	title of the event
	2010 Advanced Course on the WTO Agreement on Technical Barriers to Trade (English)


	venue and dates
	Geneva, Switzerland, 14-25 June 2010


	Course description
	Implemented within the WTO progressive learning framework, the course represents the highest level of learning among WTO training activities.  Due to its advanced nature, the course is targeted at participants who already possess a sound knowledge of the general features of the WTO system and the Agreement on Technical Barriers to Trade ("TBT Agreement").  It is conceived to encourage an active involvement of participants and will address implementation and market access challenges, as well as key issues relating to negotiations, dispute settlement and transparency in the area of TBT.

 
This two-week course comprises a series of sessions and practical exercises related to the implementation of the WTO TBT Agreement. It includes interactive sessions and exercises to increase the understanding of the operation of the Agreement, as well as an opportunity for participants to attend meetings of the Committee, with a view to learning how the Committee works in practice, to become familiar with the rules and procedures of the Committee, and of the importance of notifications and transparency in the Committee process.  Participants will be invited to compare their experiences.  Special and differential treatment concerns will also be addressed. 



	Objectives
	At the end of the course the participants are expected to have enhanced their autonomy in respect of: 

· consolidated knowledge of relevant aspects of the WTO TBT Agreement;

· strengthened confidence to engage actively on TBT matters in the multilateral trading system and first-hand experience of the work of the TBT Committee; 
· identification of concrete initiatives to deal with TBT-related implementation challenges in their countries and, through group work, ways to address these challenges; and
· established and/or strengthened a network of contacts with each other and with trainers/experts.



	Programme
	Click here  to access the programme

	Organizing institution/body
	WTO


	TARGET AUDIENCE - ELIGIBLE COUNTRIES

	The target audience for this course are government officials responsible for TBT-related trade policy issues in their country.  Candidates should have completed a WTO online eTraining course on the WTO TBT Agreement, or have demonstrably commensurate knowledge or professional experience.  They should also possess an excellent ability to communicate, orally and in writing, in English. 

	NOMINATION OF PARTICIPANTS

	As part of the WTO procedures, a letter of invitation, along with an application form, will be addressed to the relevant government authorities, through established channels.  

Twenty-five (25) places are available for applicants from developing countries and countries with economies in transition.  The costs related to their participation (a return economy class ticket, daily subsistence allowance, including lodging) will be borne by the WTO.  

An additional three places will be available for applicants from developed countries, at their own expense.  

The participants will be selected based on the information submitted.  Only candidates officially nominated by their national authorities will be considered. Applications received through other channels will not be acknowledged.


	OTHER RELEVANT INFORMATION: 

N.A.
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1. Objective

1. This Advanced Course will promote greater understanding of the WTO Agreement on Technical Barriers to Trade (TBT Agreement) and address challenges related to implementation of the Agreement.  By the end of the Course, participants are expected to have enhanced their autonomy in respect of: 
· consolidated knowledge of relevant aspects of the WTO TBT Agreement;

· strengthened confidence to engage actively on TBT matters in the multilateral trading system and first-hand experience of the work of the TBT Committee; 
· identification of concrete initiatives to deal with TBT-related implementation challenges in their countries and, through group work, ways to address these challenges; and
· establishment and/or strengthening a network of contacts with each other and with trainers/experts.
2. Implemented within the WTO progressive learning framework, the course represents the highest level of learning among WTO training activities.  Due to its advanced nature, the course is targeted at participants who already possess a sound knowledge of the general features of the WTO system and the Agreement on Technical Barriers to Trade ("TBT Agreement").  It is conceived to encourage an active involvement of participants and will address implementation and market access challenges, as well as key issues relating to negotiations, dispute settlement and transparency in the area of TBT.
2. Target audience

3. The target audience for this course are government officials responsible for TBT-related trade policy issues in their country.  Candidates should have completed a WTO online eTraining course on the WTO TBT Agreement, or have demonstrably commensurate knowledge or professional experience.  They should also possess an excellent ability to communicate, orally and in writing, in English. 

3. Organization 

4. The Course will consist of a series of sessions and practical exercises related to the implementation of the TBT Agreement.  The first week will include both general sessions to increase overall understanding of the Agreement and focused sessions on such topics as, use of international standards, and conformity assessment procedures.  The second week will focus particularly on the operation and use of the TBT Committee:  participants will, inter alia, attend the Committee meeting on 22-24 June 2010 to observe how the Committee conducts its work and to familiarize themselves with its rules and procedures, including in relation to information exchange and enquiry points.  Transparency, dispute settlement, technical assistance, and special and differential treatment will be addressed.
5. Participants will be asked to identify challenges to the implementation of the TBT Agreement and develop concrete ideas to address these challenges.  In fact, participants will be expected to commence work before arriving in Geneva.  To this end, a questionnaire will be sent to participants; this questionnaire will be aimed at guiding participants in their research prior to the Course.  
6. The Course will be participatory in nature:  participants will be expected to engage in all the discussions and will also be called upon to assume leadership roles in selected sessions and group work.  Participants will be tutored by staff from both the Trade and Environment Division of the WTO Secretariat, as well as the Institute for Training and Technical Cooperation.  Other expert speakers will be invited to address the Course including TBT Committee delegates and representatives from international standardizing bodies.  A field trip linked with the objectives and substance of the course will also be organized.   
4. Material 

7. A list of documents will be provided to selected participants ahead of the course.  Participants will be expected to have good knowledge of the information contained in the documents prior to the Course.  A data DVD containing supporting material will also be sent in advance of the Course.  Additional material will be provided during the Course.
_______________
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Draft Programme, Week 1
	
	Monday 14 June 2010
	Tuesday 15 June 2010
	Wednesday 16 June 2010
	Thursday 17 June 2010
	Friday 18 June 2010

	9:30-10:45
	Opening session: 

H. Singh, DDG

V. Kulacoglu TED 

H. Ben Hammouda, ITTC
[to be confirmed]
Welcome and introduction of participants

Administrative matters
	Overview of the WTO TBT Agreement:  The key disciplines.

TED


	International 

standardizing bodies:

field trip to ISO and 

the IEC
	Conformity Assessment Procedures

WTO, UNIDO 

	Panel:  Implementation constraints and challenges faced by developing countries

[WTO, selected Members]


	10:45-11:00
	Coffee
	Coffee
	
	Coffee
	Coffee

	11:00-12:30
	The broader context: The WTO and the multilateral trading system

Council
	International standards: discussion of issues and the example of the EU - Sardines Case -TED
	
	Panel:  Good Regulatory Practices: how to implement the TBT Agreement in an efficient way?

[WTO, selected Members]
	Using the TBT Committee

TED

	12:30-14:00
	Lunch
	Lunch
	Lunch
	Lunch
	Lunch

	14:00-15:30
	NTMs and the WTO

TED
	Group work
	Group work
	Group work
	Panel:  WTO dispute settlement 

[WTO, ACWL, selected Members]

	15:30-15:45
	Coffee
	Coffee
	Coffee
	Coffee
	Coffee

	15:45-17:00
	Group Work

Detailed explanation of project and establishment of groups

ITTC
	Panel:  International standards:  challenges and opportunities

[ISO, selected Members, TED]
	The SPS Agreement

AgDiv
	NAMA and TBT NTB "+" 

Market Access
TED
	Group Work
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Draft Programme, Week 2

	
	Monday 21 June 2010
	Tuesday 22 June 2010
	Wednesday 23 June 2010
	Thursday 24 June 2010
	Friday 25 June 2010

	9:30-10:45
	Transparency and information exchange – Overview of the TBT Agreement's disciplines

TED


	TBT Committee: 

Sixth Special Meeting on Procedures for Information Exchange

Notification practices (technical regulations and conformity assessment procedures);

Standards and transparency: practices of standardizing bodies;

Enquiry points

Group Work, time permitting)
	TBT Committee:

Regular Meeting 

Group Work, time permitting)
	TBT Committee: 

Regular Meeting (cont'd) 

[timing tbd; immediately following conclusion of TBT Committee meeting]:

Debriefing on the TBT Committee meetings with Chairperson of the TBT Committee
	Group work presentations:

Addressing the Challenges

	10:45-11:00
	Coffee
	
	
	
	Coffee

	11:00-12:30
	Panel: Transparency  - implementation
[selected Members, TED]
	
	
	
	Group work presentations:

(continued):  

Addressing the Challenges 

	12:30-14:00
	Lunch
	
	
	
	Lunch

	14:00-15:30
	Group Work
	
	
	
	Course evaluation and closing ceremony, Diplomas

H. Singh, DDG

V. Kulacoglu TED 

H. Ben Hammouda, ITTC
[to be confirmed]
 

	15:30-15:45
	Coffee
	
	
	
	

	15:45-17:00
	Next steps for the TBT Committee:  the Triennial Review Report

TED
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