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	title of the event
	WTO Regional Course on Trade and Development for English-speaking African countries 

	venue and dates
	Gaborone, Botswana, 27 – 29 April, 2010

	Course description
	The aim of the Regional Seminar on Trade and Development for English-speaking African countries is to facilitate more effective participation of developing countries in the work of the World Trade Organization and to provide the participants with a deeper understanding of issues related to trade and development and the link between the two.  It also aims to bring out experiences of implementing the rules of a multilateral trading system from a development perspective and to explore elements that could enhance developmental gains from trade. 

The activity will be undertaken through a combination of lectures and interactive sessions, including simulation exercises. Participants will be encouraged to share their views and experiences on how trade can contribute to the development process.  

	Objectives
	The seminar aims to provide participants with an understanding of development-related issues in the WTO and a greater appreciation of the linkage between trade and development.  It also aims to provide the participants with a greater awareness of the various factors that can enhance the developmental gains from trade.    

	Programme
	Click here to access the programme of the event

	Organizing institution/body
	WTO


	TARGET AUDIENCE - ELIGIBLE COUNTRIES

	The target audience for this course are government officials from: 
Egypt, Eritrea*, Ethiopia*, Gambia, Ghana, Kenya, Lesotho, Liberia*, Libya, Malawi, Mauritius, Mozambique, Namibia, Nigeria, Rwanda, Seychelles*, Sierra Leone, Somalia*, South Africa, Sudan*, Swaziland, Tanzania, Uganda, Zambia, Zimbabwe.

* Non Members and Observers
The officials are required to have responsibility for work relating to the WTO in general, and to developmental issues in particular.

	NOMINATION OF PARTICIPANTS

	As part of the WTO procedures, a letter of invitation will be addressed to the relevant government authorities, through established channels. Only candidates officially nominated by their national authorities will be considered. Applications received through other channels will not be acknowledged. 



	OTHER RELEVANT INFORMATION
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TENTATIVE PROGRAMME
02/03/2010
WTO Regional Seminar on Trade and Development 

for English Speaking African countries
Gaborone, Botswana,

27 – 29 April, 2010

Day One – 27 April  2010

Morning

08:30 – 09:30
Registration and Administrative briefing.

09:30 –10:00
Opening Session - Welcome and Introductory Remarks




Representative of Host Government




Annet Blank, Counsellor, Head LDC Unit, WTO

10:00 – 10:15
Coffee Break

SESSION 1

10:15 – 11:15
Trade and Development.

An introductory discussion on the development dimension of world trade including the broad objectives that the global community set out to fulfil through the multilateral trading system.


Presenter:  
Mr. Milton Ayoki, Executive Director, Institute of Policy Research and Analysis, Kampala, Uganda
SESSION 2

11:15 – 12:30
The Development Dimension of the Doha Development Agenda.

An overview of the Doha Round of negotiations, why it was launched, what were the main concerns of developing countries and what mandate was given by Ministers at Doha.  


Presenter:
Mr Edwini Kessie, Counsellor, ITTC, WTO

12:30 – 13:30 
Lunch Break

SESSION 3

13:30 – 14:45
Trade and Development – What needs to be done – perspectives of the African countries. 
A discussion, based on presentations by participants, about the benefits that have accrued to African countries which are Members of the WTO, from the multilateral trading system and what can be done to further enhance these benefits.


Coordinators:  
 Ms  A.  Blank,,  Mr E. Kessie and  Mr. M. Ayoki

14:45 – 15:00
Coffee Break

SESSION 4

15:00 – 16:30
Trade and Development – What needs to be done – perspectives of the African countries. 

Discussion, based on presentations by participants, to continue.

Coordinator:  Ms A.  Blank,  Mr.E. .Kessie and Mr. M. Ayoki

Day Two – 28 April, 2010

SESSION 1

09:00 – 10:30
Development Aspects of the Negotiations on Services and Trade Facilitation.

This session will consider the developmental dimension of the negotiations in Services and Trade Facilitation with emphasis on the key issues at stake for developing countries in these areas and the potential gains from a successful conclusion of the Doha Round.  

Presenter: 
Mr Edwini. Kessie, WTO

10:30 – 10:45 
Coffee Break

SESSION 2

10:45 – 12:15
Development Aspects of the negotiations on Agriculture and Non Agricultural Market Access 

The negotiations on Agriculture and Non Agricultural Market Access are considered to be among the most important to developing countries.  This session will be dedicated to considering the development dimension of these negotiations as well as highlighting what is at stake for developing countries in these areas. 
 Presenter: 
Ms Annet Blank, WTO

12:15 – 13:15 
Lunch Break

SESSION 3

13:15 – 15:00
Current status of the S&D Work Programme. 


The Doha Ministerial Conference adopted an ambitious agenda with developmental issues as its core focus.  The S&D work programme remains central to this agenda.  What progress has been made on this issue; what is the current status; and what is the likely way forward.  


Presenter: 
Mr Edwini Kessie, WTO

15:00 – 15:15 
Coffee Break

SESSION 4

15:15 – 16:30  Exercise on S&D  

In an attempt to familiarise participants with the work of the Special Session of the Committee on Trade and Development participants will be given an exercise based on proposals that have been tabled during the negotiations on S&D.


Coordinators:  Ms Annet Blank, Mr Edwini Kessie 
Day Three –  29 April, 2010
SESSION 1

09:00 – 10:00  WTO and the LDCs 

Participants will be briefed on the ways and means of a meaningful participation of the LDCs in the work of WTO and how to draw maximum benefit from it. This will include the implementation of the WTO LDC Work Programme and in general  issues being discussed in the Sub-Committee on Least-Developed countries.   The Enhanced Integrated Framework for LDCs will be discussed later in the programme. 

Presenter: 
Miss Annet Blank,  WTO

10:00 – 10:15 
Coffee Break
SESSION 2

10.15 – 12.00
Technical  Assistance And Capacity Building 
Participants will be briefed on technical assistance and capacity building programmes in which WTO is involved such as its own TRTA programme, as well as the Enhanced  Integrated Framework for LDCs, the Aid for Trade Initiative and STDF. 

Presenter: 
Ms Annet Blank, Mr Edwini Kessie,  WTO

12:00 – 13:00 
Lunch Break

SESSION 3

13:00 – 14:30 
Overview of WTO Rules relating to Regional Trading Arrangements, to be followed by Regional Integration  and Economic Partnership Agreements 

A large number of ACP countries are currently involved in negotiating EPA with the EU.  In addition to potentially offering greater access to European markets, the EPAs should be harnessed to push forward Africa’s own regional integration agenda and to promote internal regional development. Participants will be briefed on the status and the major issues in the EPA negotiations..




Presenters: 
Mr Edwini Kessie, WTO and Mr. M Ayoki, Executive Director, IPRA

14:30 – 14:45 
Coffee Break

SESSION 4

14:45 – 15:30
Conclusion, the Way Forward and feedback from the participants. 

Presenter: 
Ms A. Blank , Mr. E Kessie, M Ayoki, 
Activity Sheet








