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	title of the event
	Assessment of Priority Needs to Implement the TRIPS Agreement - WTO Workshop for Least Developed Country Members and Observers from English-Speaking Africa 

	venue and dates
	Kampala, Uganda, 1-3 June  2010

	Course description
	The Workshop aims at supporting least developed country Members from the region to provide as much information as possible to the TRIPS Council on their priority needs in order to assist them taking the steps necessary to implement the TRIPS Agreement, taking due account of each country's individual developmental and other domestic objectives.

By means of introduction, the workshop will set out the essential features of the TRIPS Agreement, addressing in particular key rights and obligations, as well as flexibilities incorporated in the agreement and the options available to countries. Particular attention will then be devoted to the interface between development objectives and the domestic and international IP regime, including by providing a range of sector-specific examples. 
The Workshop will outline the context and the purpose of the needs assessment process. It will set out the ongoing work in the TRIPS Council and provide an overview of mechanisms available to support LDCs in the development of their own national IP strategies. For this purpose, a new guidebook will also be presented and discussed.

Participants will be requested to contribute to the workshop by preparing brief reports on the state of play of their country's IP strategy and policy, including the needs assessment and experiences made so far, and share those with other participants.
Because coordination is the overarching rationale of the workshop, a particular feature will be a series of bilateral meetings to be held on the third day. Their purpose is to identify practical avenues and partners to complete the needs assessment process.



	Objectives
	By the end of the course the participants will have:
-
an improved understanding of the TRIPS Agreement, including the flexibilities in that Agreement, as it relates to broader public policy objectives, namely as regards development objectives;
-
an improved capability to assess the implications of implementing the TRIPS Agreement; and

-
an improved understanding of the WTO needs assessment process, as well as of the mechanisms and partners available to assist them in undertaking or continuing such needs assessment.

	Programme
	See attachment 

	Organizing institution/body
	WTO

	TARGET AUDIENCE - ELIGIBLE COUNTRIES

	The target audience for the Workshop are government officials from:
Eritrea, Ethiopia, Gambia, Lesotho, Liberia, Malawi, Mozambique, Rwanda, Sierra Leone, Somalia, Sudan, Tanzania, Uganda and Zambia
The officials are required to:
(a) have responsibility for intellectual property policy;  or
(b)
represent the trade authority / authority in charge of the needs assessment process.

	NOMINATION OF PARTICIPANTS

	As part of the WTO procedures, a letter of invitation will be addressed by the WTO, providing the specific conditions, requirements and expected profile of candidates for the Workshop. Only candidates officially nominated by their national authorities will be considered. Applications received through other channels will not be acknowledged.


	OTHER RELEVANT INFORMATION:  External speakers will present relevant activities of other international organizations, namely WIPO, and regional organizations, namely ARIPO, as well as the perspectives of developed countries providing active support to least developed countries .
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WTO Workshop for least developed country members and observers

from english-speaking africa

Kampala, Uganda, 1 to 3 June 2010 
DRAFT PROGRAMME

	Tuesday, 1 June 2010 



	08:30-09:00
	Registration of participants



	09:00-09:20
	Opening of the Workshop

· Representative of the Government of Uganda 
· Mr. Antony Taubman, Director, Intellectual Property Division, World Trade Organization (WTO)



	09:20-09:30
	Organizational matters



	09:30-09:45
	Introduction of participants



	09:45-10:15
	Coffee break



	10:15-11:30
	Introduction to the TRIPS Agreement: Rights and Obligations, Options and Flexibilities 
Speaker:
WTO Representative 



	11:30-11:45
	Discussion

	11:45-12:30
	The TRIPS Agreement and Development: Framing the Needs Assessment
Speaker:
WTO Representative


	12:30-12:45
	Discussion



	12:45-14.15

	Lunch break



	14:15-14:45
	WIPO Development Agenda: Objectives, Tools and Case Studies 

Speaker:
WIPO Representative        

                      

	14:45-15:00
	Discussion



	15:00-15:30

	Needs Assessment Process in the WTO and Beyond: Ongoing Work and Available Mechanisms
  Speaker:    
WTO Representative



	15:30-15:45

15:45-16:15
	Discussion 
Coffee break


	16:15-16:45
	WIPO Technical Cooperation Programme 
Speaker:
WIPO Representative  

                                                           

	16:45-17:00 
17:00-17:30

17:30-17:45
	Discussion

Practical Experiences in the Needs Assessment Process

Speaker:
Tom Pengelly, Saana Consulting

Discussion


	Wednesday, 2 June 2010 



	
	

	
	

	09:00-09:45
	National Experience: State of Play of the Needs Assessment Process in Uganda


	09:45-10:00

10:00-10:30

10:30-10:45
	Speakers:
Elizabeth Tamale



Focal Point EIF (tbc)

Discussion

The Regional Perspective

Speaker:
Representative from ARIPO

Discussion


	10:45-11:15
	Coffee break

	
	

	11:15-12:00


	Progress Reports on National IP Policies and Strategies
Speakers:
Selected Participants



	12:00-12:45
	Implementing TRIPS: Practical Examples and Case Studies
Speaker:
(tbc)


	12:45-13:00 

13:00-14:30
14:30-15:00

15:00-15:15

15:15-15:40
	Discussion 
Lunch break
Introduction to Guidebook for LDC Members

Speaker:
Tom Pengelly, Saana Consulting
Discussion

Bringing Partners Together: Support Provided by Developed Country Members

Speaker:
Representative from EU, Political & Trade Section, Delegation of 

the European Union to the Republic of Uganda



	15:40-16:00
	Coffee break

	
	

	16:00-16:25

16:25-16:45

16:45-17:15

17:15-17:30
	Bringing Partners Together: Support Provided by Developed Country Members (cont'd)

Speaker:
Representative from US

Discussion

Roundtable: Lessons Learned and the Way Forward

Closing Session



	Thursday, 3 June 2010 



	
	

	
	

	09:00-16:00
	Follow-Up Bilateral Meetings: Bringing Partners Together to Coordinate Input and Fulfil Needs Assessments



_________

Activity Sheet
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