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Communication from the Chairman of the Appellate Body to

the ChairMAN of the Dispute Settlement Body


The following communication, dated 9 February 2009, from the Chairman of the Appellate Body to the Chairman of the Dispute Settlement Body, is circulated to Members together with the Appellate Body Annual Report for 2008.
_______________


I have the pleasure of sending you a copy of the Appellate Body Annual Report for 2008.  The Report will be circulated today to Members of the World Trade Organization as document WT/AB/11 in the three official languages of the organization.  It will also be posted on the WTO website.


2008 was a year of change in the composition of the Appellate Body.  It was also a year in which the number of appeals increased, as did their size.  The Annual Report describes our work in 2008.  It contains information about the composition of the Appellate Body, appeals filed, Appellate Body reports circulated and the subject-matter of these reports, participation of WTO Members in appeals, issues relating to the Working Procedures for Appellate Review, arbitrations pursuant to Article 21.3(c) of the DSU, and other activities undertaken by the Appellate Body and its Secretariat during 2008.  


We hope that the Annual Report for 2008 will provide useful information to WTO Members about the work of the Appellate Body in the year under review.

__________

