WORKSHOP ON ENVIRONMENTAL GOODS AND SERVICES
FOR DEVELOPING COUNTRY MEMBERS

Defining a national position in response to the mandate in Paragraph 31(iii) of the Doha Declaration
The Philippines, like all Members of the WTO, supports the Work Program for the continuation of discussions under Paragraph 31(iii) which aims to further the discussion on the issue of coverage with a view to identifying the universe of goods that may be relevant to the mandate.
It is in this context that the Philippines has undertaken a process of identifying categories and environmental goods which could support environmental objectives through improved market access for these goods. 
Creation of an Inter-Agency Committee

Consistent with the Philippines, long tradition of democratic processes and the now established multi-stakeholder approach at environmental management on several levels, an Inter-Agency Committee on Environmental Goods (IACEG) led by the Department of Environment and Natural Resources (DENR) was convened. The Committee includes representation from the  Environment Management Bureau (EMB); Forest Management Bureau (FMB); Ecosystems Research and Development Bureau (ERDB) and other government agencies such as the Bureau for International Trade Relations (BITR), Board of Investments (BOI), Bureau of Export Trade Promotion (BETP), Department of Agriculture (DA), Bureau of Soils and Water Management Bureau (BSWM), Department of Energy (DoE), and the Tariff Commission (TC); was established to determine the “environmental goods” or products of interest as well as to develop a coherent national position taking into consideration the other important elements in the negotiations such as technology transfer and special and differential treatment, among others.
Environment and Development Objectives
The identification process has been guided by the Philippines’ environmental and development objectives. It has been said that the 1987 Philippine Constitution is one of the very few constitutions in the world that expressly recognizes environmental right and environmental protection. It its statement of policies and principles, it provides that “The State shall protect the right of the people to a balanced and healthful ecology in accord with the rhythm and harmony of nature.” In implementation of such principle and conscious of another constitutional principle which provides that “The generally accepted principles of international law shall form part of the law of the land.”, the Philippine Congress passed several forward looking environmental statutes that effectively mandate the active engagement by the Philippine government with international institutions and global fora for environmental protection. In this connection, the Medium Term Philippine Development Plan specifically mandates the creation of a healthier environment for the population as well as to create a climate conducive for investments and production in the sector. Some of the specific strategies in the Plan include:

· Implementation of at least 10 Clean Development Mechanism (CDM) Projects;
· Inclusion of Power generation projects using renewable energy and other energy sources adopting environmentally-friendly technologies in the Philippines’ Investment Priorities Plan (IPP); and
· Shifting from technology generation to technology transfer;
These national strategies are further complemented by the Renewable Energy Act of 2008 [Republic Act 9513], which seeks to increase the utilization of renewable energy by institutionalizing the development of national and local capabilities in the use of renewable energy systems, and promoting its efficient and cost-effective commercial application.  It also aims to encourage the development and utilization of renewable energy sources as tools to effectively prevent harmful emissions and thereby balance the goals of economic growth and development with the protection of health and the environment.
Criteria for the Philippines’ Indicative List of Environmental Goods
The Inter-Agency Committee used as a basis of its deliberations and discussions the items included in the list of “climate friendly” environmental goods identified in the annex of JOB(07)/193/Rev1.  This list was referred to other agencies and industry associations for their comments. Proposals from private sector constituents were likewise sought.
Working on the list of climate friendly environmental goods and the inputs provided by the various agencies and private sector constituents, the inter-agency committee deliberated on whether a particular good complements the Philippines’ environmental objectives and how well it fits with the national strategies.  The balance between achieving environmental objectives and trade considerations has also been one of the main themes in these deliberations.
Philippines Indicative List of Environmental Goods

The Inter-Agency Committee has met a number of times since 2008 and after a great deal of deliberation, it was able to identify a modest number of environmental goods which are mostly classified in the renewable energy category.  These environmental goods were presented in the regional consultations involving private sector and local governments to gather further views and comments. 
The consultation process is still ongoing and the Inter-Agency Committee on Environmental Goods is constantly evaluating its stance on the various elements of the CTESS mandate.















