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_________________________________________________________________________________

WTO REGIONAL WORKSHOP ON GOVERNMENT PROCUREMENT 

FOR LATIN AMERICAN COUNTRIES 

Buenos Aires, Argentina, 5 to 7 April 2006
PROGRAMME 
This Workshop is organised by the WTO in co-operation with the Government of Argentina, for the benefit of the countries of Latin America.
The purpose of the Workshop is to provide a forum for both trade and procurement experts to exchange information on national, bilateral, regional and multilateral trade related activities and initiatives in the area of government procurement. The broad objectives of the programme are to:  (i) enhance participants' awareness of key concepts and principles in this area;  (ii) familiarize them with relevant WTO activities;  and (iii) facilitate policy development and decision making in this area at the national and regional levels. The programme adopts an interactive approach emphasizing embedded breakout sessions to encourage consideration of practical issues, networking, and the exchange of information and sharing of experiences.
It is anticipated that one participant each from the following countries will attend the Workshop: Argentina (Host); Bolivia; Brazil; Chile; Colombia; Costa Rica; Cuba; Dominican Republic; Ecuador; El Salvador; Guatemala; Honduras; México; Nicaragua; Panamá; Paraguay; Perú; Uruguay; and Venezuela.

To encourage the sharing and exchange of information and experiences on national and regional disciplines, participants are encouraged to come prepared, where possible, with relevant material to contribute to the workshop during the slots indicated for national experiences and in the breakout sessions.


_________

PROGRAMME 
Day 1,  5 April 2006, a.m.

08:30
REGISTRATION

09:00   SESSION 1:  Opening 
	Time
	Subject
	Speaker

	09:00 – 09:20

	1.1
Opening Remarks 

	Mr. Juan Oscar Luna, Argentina
Mr. Robert Anderson, 

WTO Secretariat




09:20 – 09:35
Participant introductions

SESSION 2:
Economic and political significance of government procurement 

	Time
	Subject
	Speaker

	09:35 – 10:05
	2.1
Significance of government procurement – economic efficiency, domestic policy considerations and the international trade dimension


	Mr. Robert Anderson
WTO Secretariat



	10:05 – 10:35
	2.2
General discussion
	


10:35 – 11:00
Coffee break

SESSION 3:
Regional and multilateral disciplines and activities: an overview
	Time
	Subject
	Speaker

	11:00 – 11:30


	3.1
Recent and ongoing developments in regional and sub-regional trade agreements in the Latin America region

	Mr. José Parra, Mexico


	11:30 – 12:00

	3.2
Overview of WTO's  activities on government procurement 


	Mr. Robert Anderson 
WTO Secretariat



	12:00 – 12:30

	3.3
General discussion

	


12:30 – 14:00

 Lunch break
Day 1,  5 April 2006, p.m.

SESSION 4:
National and regional experiences and practices
	Time
	Subject
	Speaker

	14:00 – 14:30


	4.1
Government procurement in Argentina: experiences and lessons



	Mr. Juan Oscar Luna, Argentina 

	14:30 – 15:00


	4.2
Negotiating trade agreements with a government procurement chapter: policy and strategic issues and challenges

	Mr. José Parra, Mexico

	15:00 – 15:30
	4.3
General discussion
	


15:30 – 16:00

Coffee break

SESSION 4:
National and regional experiences and practices, contd
	Time
	Subject
	Speaker

	16:00 – 16:30


	4.4
Creating an efficient and competitive government procurement system : experiences from outside the region


	Prof Dan Gordon 

GAO, USA 

	16:30 – 17:45
	4.5
National experiences, practices and policy perspectives – small group discussion

	Participants

	17:45 – 18:00
	4.6
General discussion
	


Day 2, 6 April 2006,  a.m.

SESSION 5:
Definition, scope and coverage, and the role of non-discrimination
	Time
	Subject
	Speaker

	09:00 – 09:30


	5.1
Definition and scope of government procurement: conceptual issues and trade perspectives including the role of non-discrimination


	Mr. Robert Anderson

WTO Secretariat



	09:30 – 10:10
	5.2
Scope and coverage of government procurement rules: Parties' Appendices and General Notes under the GPA

	Mr. Kodjo Osei-Lah, 
WTO Secretariat

	10:10 – 10:40
	5.3
General discussion
	


10:40 – 11:05

Coffee break

SESSION 6: 
Disciplines and rules for a transparent and competitive government procurement system
	Time
	Subject
	Speaker

	11:05 – 11:35
	6.1
Key requirements for a transparent, efficient and competitive government procurement system


	Prof Dan Gordon 

GAO, USA 

	11:35 – 12:15


	6.2
Disciplines and procedural rules under the GPA and developments in the on-going re-negotiation of the Agreement


	Mr. Kodjo Osei-Lah

WTO Secretariat

	12:15 – 12:40
	6.3
General discussion


	


12:40 – 14:00
 Lunch break
Day 2, 6 April 2006,  p.m.

SESSION 7: Compliance mechanisms 

	Time
	Subject
	Speaker

	14:00 – 14:30


	7.1
Domestic review procedures: principles, experiences and practices


	Prof Dan Gordon 

GAO, USA 

	14:30 – 15:00


	7.2
Dispute settlement in the WTO: Article XXII of the GPA and developments under the ongoing re-negotiation of the Agreement



	Mr. Robert Anderson, WTO Secretariat



	15:00 – 15:15
	7.3
General discussion


	


15:15 – 15:45

Coffee break

SESSION 8: Implementation and related issues
	Time
	Subject
	Speaker

	15:45 – 17:30

	8.1
Aligning international and multilateral disciplines with domestic legislation, practices and policy priorities: issues and challenges


- breakout session


	Participants

	17:30 – 18:00
	8.2
Reporting and general discussion


	


Day 3, 7 April 2006  

SESSION 8: Implementation and related issues, contd
	Time
	Subject
	Speaker

	09:00 – 09:30


	8.3
Implementing trade agreements with a government procurement chapter: the experience of Mexico


	Mr. José Parra, Mexico

	09:30 – 10:00
	8.4
Measures to prevent collusive tendering: an important adjunct to a liberalised government procurement regime 


	Mr. Robert Anderson

WTO Secretariat

	10:00 – 10:30
	8.5
General discussion


	


10:30 – 11:00
Coffee break

SESSION 9: 
Reflecting developing country interests in trade agreements with a government procurement dimension: issues and challenges
	Time
	Subject
	Speaker

	11:00 – 11:45
	9.1
Insights from the  accession process to the Agreement on Government Procurement (GPA)


-  requirements for accession and the accession process


-  aligning domestic rules to the requirements of the GPA


-  coverage negotiations


-  S&D for developing countries 


-  developments under the ongoing re-negotiation of the Agreement


	Mr Kodjo Osei-Lah 

WTO Secretariat

	
	9.2
 General discussion


	


SESSION 9: 
Reflecting developing country interests in trade agreements with a government procurement dimension: issues and challenges, contd 

	Time
	Subject
	Speaker

	11:45 – 12:45
	9.3
Breakout session:  Negotiating an accord on government procurement: relevant issues and challenges, e.g.


-  preparatory work: organization and coordination


-  preparatory work: market analyses and studies


-  identifying offensive and defensive interests


-  negotiations on rules


-  negotiations on market access 


-  strategies, processes and approaches 


	Participants

Introduction by: 

Mr. Robert Anderson

WTO Secretariat

	(12:45 – 13:30)
	(In-session coffee service)
	

	13:30 – 15:00
	9.3
Breakout session, contd
	Participants

	15:00 – 15:45
	9.4
Reporting and general discussion


	Participants


SESSION 10: Concluding session
	Time
	Subject
	Speaker

	15:45 – 16:00

	10.1  Concluding remarks
	Participants
Mr. Robert Anderson, WTO Secretariat

Dr. Juan Manuel Abal Medina, Argentina

	16:00
	Close


_________
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