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Workshop on the WTO Agreement on

Government Procurement

(Held at the Centre de Conférences de Varembé, Geneva, Switzerland
from 27 to 29 June 2006)

PROGRAMME

Final Version

This Workshop on the Agreement on Government Procurement is being organized for the benefit of:  (i) WTO Members who have undertaken commitments in respect of accession to the Agreement;  (ii) others with observer status in the Committee on Government Procurement;  and (iii) WTO accession candidates and others who wish to familiarize themselves with the GPA.

Currently, 20 WTO Members have observer status in the Committee on Government Procurement
, of which nine have applied for accession to the Agreement (Albania, Bulgaria, Georgia, Jordan, the Kyrgyz Republic, Moldova, Oman, Panama, Chinese Taipei).  A further six WTO Members have undertaken commitments regarding accession to the Agreement (Armenia, China, Croatia, the Former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia, Mongolia and Saudi Arabia).  Some 30 countries are in various stages of accession to the WTO.


The purposes of this Workshop are to enhance participants' knowledge of the basic concepts, principles and obligations under the Agreement;  to provide a framework for analysis of the potential benefits and costs of acceding to the Agreement;  and to have an exchange of views on issues relating to implementation of the Agreement and related rules at the regional and national levels.  The Workshop will be held in English.

__________

Day 1, Tuesday, 27 June 2006, Morning

09:30 

Welcoming remarks:  Ambassador Tae-yul Cho, Chairman, GPA Committee, and 


Mr. Adrian Otten, Director, Intellectual Property Division, WTO Secretariat
SESSION 1a:
Overview of government procurement activities at the international level

	Time
	Subject
	Speaker

	09:45 – 10:30
	1.1
Introduction to government procurement in the WTO

-
economic and developmental significance

-
basic architecture of the GPA
	Mr. Robert Anderson, WTO Secretariat

	10:30 – 11:00
	1.2
General discussion


11:00 – 11:30
Coffee Break

SESSION 1b:
Overview of government procurement activities at the international level, contd
	Time
	Subject
	Speaker

	11:30 – 12:00
	1.3
Other international instruments and activities: the work of UNCITRAL
	Ms Caroline Nicholas, UNCITRAL Secretariat 

	12:00 – 12:30
	1.4
Negotiations on government procurement in services in the Working Party  on GATS rules
	Mr. Martin Roy, WTO Secretariat

	12:30 – 12:45
	1.5
General discussion


12:45 – 14:30
Lunch break

Day 1, Tuesday, 27 June 2006, Afternoon
SESSION 2:
Transparency and procedural rules under the GPA and possible developments
	Time
	Subject
	Speaker

	14:30 – 15:00
	2.1
Tendering procedures and transparency provisions under the GPA
	Mr. Kodjo Osei-Lah, WTO Secretariat

	15:00 – 15:30
	2.2
Possible developments on tendering rules and procedures arising from review of the text of the Agreement
	Ms Diane De Marliave, EC

	15:30 – 15:50
	2.3
General discussion


15:50 – 16:15
Coffee Break

SESSION 3:
Balancing the competing demands on government procurement: national experiences - breakout session
	Time
	Subject

	16:15 – 18:15
	3.1
Policy significance of the GPA for developing / transition economies: balancing efficiency/value for money, domestic policy priorities, and international trade objectives of government procurement – breakout session
	Participants

	
	3.2
Reporting and general discussion
	


Day 2, Wednesday, 28 June 2006, Morning

SESSION 4a:
Scope and coverage of the GPA
	Time
	Subject
	Speaker

	09:30 – 10:10

	4.1
Scope and coverage of the GPA: Parties' Appendices and General Notes
	Mr. Kodjo Osei-Lah, WTO Secretariat

	10:10 – 10:30
	4.2
The GPA market access negotiations: state of play 
	Ms Diane De Marliave, EC

	10:30 – 10:45
	4.3
General discussion


10:45 – 11:10
Coffee Break

SESSION 4b:
Scope and coverage of the GPA, contd – breakout session

	Time
	Subject
	Speaker

	11:10 – 12:30
	4.4
Breakout session:  Assessing Parties' scope and coverage under the GPA

	Participants

	
	4.5
Reporting and general discussion




SESSION 4c:
Rectifications and modifications to coverage

	Time
	Subject
	Speaker

	12:30 – 13:00
	4.6
Modifications to Parties' Schedules under the GPA: existing provisions and possible developments
	Ms Diane De Marliave, EC

	
	4.7
General discussion


13:00 – 14:30
Lunch break
Day 2, Wednesday, 28 June 2006, Afternoon

SESSION 5:
Accession to the Agreement (I):  process, expectations and experiences

	Time
	Subject
	Speaker

	14:30 – 14:55
	5.1
Overview of the accession process: procedures and indicative timetable
	Mr. Robert Anderson, WTO Secretariat

	14:55 – 15:10
	5.2
Expectations of GPA Parties 
	Ms Diane De Marliave, EC

	15:10 – 15:30
	5.3
Accession experiences of a current GPA Party 
	Mr. Jae-kwon Kang, Korea

	15:30 – 15:50
	5.4
Challenges facing prospective acceding members
	Mr. Kodjo Osei-Lah, WTO Secretariat

	15:50 – 16:10
	5.5
General discussion


16:10 – 16:40
Coffee Break

SESSION 6:
Enforcement procedures

	Time
	Subject
	Speaker

	16:40 – 17:20
	6.1
Domestic review procedures: approaches to establishing a GPA compatible system
	Prof Sue Arrowsmith, Nottingham University Law School, UK

	17:20 – 17:50
	6.2
WTO dispute settlement procedures under the GPA, and possible developments arising from the ongoing GPA negotiations
	Mr. Robert Anderson, WTO Secretariat

	17:50 – 18:00
	6.3
General discussion


Day 3, Thursday, 29 June 2006

SESSION 7a:
Implementation and related issues
	Time
	Subject
	Speaker

	09:30 – 10:00
	7.1
Addressing social and developmental policy concerns: ensuring GPA compatibility
	Prof Sue Arrowsmith, Nottingham University Law School, UK

	10:00 – 10:45
	7.2
Aligning multilateral, regional and national rules

-
the EU experience 


-
the UK experience

-
Jordan's experience
	Ms Diane De Marliave, EC

Prof. Sue Arrowsmith, UK
Mr. Omar Elkhatib, Jordan

	10:45 -11:00
	7.3
General discussion


11:00 – 11:30
Coffee Break

SESSION 7b:
Implementation and related issues, contd
	Time
	Subject
	Speaker

	11:30 – 12:00
	7.4
Current trends regarding the use of information technology in procurement: update on developments in UNCITRAL
	Ms Caroline Nicholas, UNCITRAL Secretariat 

	
	7.5
General discussion


SESSION 8:
Accession to the Agreement (II):  strategies, issues and approaches – breakout session
	Time
	Subject
	Speaker

	12:00 – 14:30
	8.1
Breakout session:  GPA Accession: relevant issues and challenges, e.g.


-
preparatory work: organization and coordination


-
preparatory work: market analyses and studies


-
identifying offensive and defensive interests


-
scope for S&D treatment


-
negotiations on market access


-
strategies, processes and approaches


	Participants

Introduction by: 

Mr. Robert Anderson

WTO Secretariat

	13:00 – 14:00
	(In-session coffee service:  30 mins. between 13:00 and 14:00)


	

	14:30 – 15:00
	8.2
Reporting and general discussion


	Participants


SESSION 9:
Concluding session
	Time
	Subject
	Speaker

	15:00 – 15:30


	9.1
Plenary evaluation
	Participants



	
	9.2
Concluding remarks
	Mr. Robert Anderson, WTO Secretariat



	15:30
	Close


_________







� Observer Governments in the Committee on Government Procurement currently are:  Albania, Argentina, Armenia, Australia, Bulgaria, Cameroon, Chile, China, Colombia, Croatia, Georgia, Jordan, Kyrgyz Republic, Moldova, Mongolia, Oman, Panama, Sri Lanka, Chinese Taipei, Turkey.





_1145350748.bin

