WTO Regional Government Procurement Workshop

BREAK-OUT SESSION 2 - 

THINKING THROUGH YOUR TRADE INTERESTS vis-à-vis GOVERNMENT PROCUREMENT: "DEFENSIVE" and "offensive" interests
INSTRUCTION SHEET


Your country's government procurement system has been reformed or is in the process of being reformed so as to make it more efficient, transparent, open and competitive.


Your government is now seeking to extract further benefits from this system beyond efficiency and enhanced value for money on individual procurement contracts, and is considering joining the GPA, or participating in a regional trade accord with a government procurement chapter.*


You are the relevant expert in this policy area and are required to advise on formulation of an appropriate policy, including international trade related elements.

1.
(a)
What policy options would you consider and why? What would be their possible implications for other domestic policy priorities and your government's international trade policy stance? 


(b)
In particular, would you favour participation in the GPA or a regional or other trade liberalization arrangement with a government procurement chapter? Give reasons why or why not?

2.
(a)
How would you ensure that membership in the GPA or such other arrangement would create meaningful market access opportunities for your domestic suppliers?


(b)
What information would you need about the strengths and weaknesses of your domestic industries and the coverage of relevant Parties' sectors of interest?

3.
(a)
What research would you undertake to assess the potential impact of foreign competition on your domestic industries?


(b)
How would you maximize the positive impact of foreign competition in increasing value for money in your procurement processes while minimizing any negative impact on domestic industries?


Please be as specific as possible.

* Note: Where applicable, participants may draw insights and lessons learned as appropriate from the preparatory work, negotiation, conclusion and/or implementation of any existing accord. 
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