PUBLIC PROCUREMENT BOARD
WTO REGIONAL WORKSHOP ON GOVERNMENT PROCUREMENT FOR ENGLISH-SPEAKING AFRICAN COUNTRIES: HELD IN ACCRA 25 – 27TH APRIL, 2007

CLOSING REMARKS BY THE CHAIRMAN OF PPB: MR. KWESI ABBEY SAM
We thank the WTO officials for organizing this very important and educative program in Ghana on the theme: Promoting transparency, competition and national trade interests in government procurement markets: the role of international trade agreements intended to provide a forum for both trade and procurement experts to exchange information in national, bilateral, regional and multilateral trade –related activities and initiatives in the area of government procurement.
We thank all our resource persons: Mr. Robert Anderson of the World Trade Organization for taking all participating countries through the WTO’s work on procurement and its rules to better understand this international instrument in order to enable developing countries like us make an informed decision on whether or not to accede to the Agreement on Government Procurement (GPA). Having listened to your presentations, we have been exposed to the merits and demerits of acceding to the GPA and the policy decision on whether or not to accede to the GPA remains with each individual country.

We also thank the Word Bank representative, Mr. Tidiane for sharing the experience of the Bank’s work on public procurement in promoting procurement reforms in Sub-Saharan Africa.
We also thank our brother from COMESA (Common Market of Eastern and Southern Africa), Mr. Colas Ziki for his incisive presentation on the state of play and perspectives and contributions towards regional integration efforts and wish them all the best in their negotiations with the EC on issues of procurement and trade liberalization.
We thank Professor Christopher Yukins of the George Washington University Law School, for sharing the United States Experience on government procurement with the rest of us. 

We finally thank all participating countries [Botswana, Egypt, Ethiopia, Gambia, Kenya, Leshoso, Liberia, Malawi, Mauritius, Mozambique, Namibia, Nigeria, Sierra Leone, South Africa, Swaziland, Tanzania, Uganda, Zambia, Zimbabwe and Rwanda], for attending this conference and for the presentations from Tanzania and Malawi. I realized that the presentations of Tanzania and Malawi reveal the similarities in the various procurement laws and reforms and I strongly believe that this could lead to the harmonization of procurement laws in Africa, hence an African Government Procurement Agreement possibly under the African Union.  
We are glad to have shared Ghana’s Public Procurement experience with each one of you. The Public Procurement Board believes in promoting a world class efficient, fair, non-discriminatory procurement system within the public sector to obtain value for money of state resources. We are also prepared and dedicate ourselves to working together with colleagues for beneficial reforms in Africa.

We are glad to be the host state and hope you enjoyed your stay in Ghana and look forward to welcoming you on pubic procurement and other related issues in the near future.
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