News from the World Tourism Organization

Millennium Tourism Boom in 2000

Madrid, 30 January, 2001 - Spurred on by a strong global economy and special events held to commemorate the new millennium, world tourism grew by an estimated 7.4 per cent in 2000—its highest growth rate in nearly a decade and almost double the increase of 1999.

 
Nearly 50 million more international trips were made in 2000—the same

number of new tourists as a major country such as Spain or the United States receive in the entire year—bringing the total number of international arrivals to a record 698 million, according to preliminary results released today by the World Tourism Organization (WTO).


"Tourism at the turn of the century is growing faster than even our

most optimistic predictions," said WTO Secretary-General Francesco Frangialli. "In the year 2000 people found more reasons than ever to travel abroad—the Summer Olympics, the European football championships, Expo 2000, the Vatican Jubilee, to name a few."


Receipts from international tourism also climbed to US$476 billion, an increase of 4.5 per cent over the previous year.


All regions of the world hosted more tourists in 2000, although the fastest developing area continued to be East Asia and the Pacific with a growth rate of 14.5 per cent and some 14 million more tourists than 1999.


Europe—which accounts for 58 per cent of international tourism—grew by an impressive 6.2 per cent to 403 million arrivals, nearly 25 million more trips than one year earlier.


"European tourists flocked to Central and Eastern European destinations in 2000," said the Secretary-General. "Turkey and Cyprus made a huge comeback, and the end of the war in Kosovo permitted a substantial recovery of tourism to neighbouring Croatia, Slovenia and Hungary."


"The strong dollar and relatively weak euro attracted record numbers of American tourists to Europe, aiding destinations both inside and adjacent to the European Union, with Germany and Switzerland enjoying their best results in years," he added.


Despite the strong dollar, the United States also welcomed millions more international tourists and achieved a growth rate of 8.7 per cent.


Because of millennium pilgrimages to Israel and neighbouring countries, the Middle East was on track for a truly spectacular increase in tourism before renewed violence at the end of September virtually stopped the flow of tourists to the region. Nevertheless, arrivals to the Middle East grew by more than 10 per cent and Egypt managed to attract nearly 15 per cent more tourists.


The last time world tourist arrivals grew so fast was in 1992, a year marked by the resumption of leisure travel following the Gulf War.

Regional Highlights

Africa was left out of the tourism boom in 2000, increasing its international arrivals by just 1.5 per cent—its poorest growth rate ever. While Kenya, Zambia, Mauritius, Morocco, Tunisia and Algeria all enjoyed strong growth, two of Africa´s biggest destinations stagnated or suffered—South Africa and Zimbabwe.

Top Destinations

   arrivals in 2000

    % change

1. South Africa


6,108,000


+1.4 *

2. Tunisia



5,057,000


+4.7

3. Morocco



4,100,000


+7.4

4. Kenya



1,226,000


+30.0 *

5. Algeria



859,000


+13.8

6. Zimbabwe


840,000


-60.0 *

7. Mauritius



636,000


+10.1 *

8. Zambia



574,000


+25.9

Americas continued to record its fastest growth in Central America (+8.8%), while North America and the Caribbean also showed solid increases, of 7 per cent and 7.1 per cent respectively. Despite the strength of the US dollar, international arrivals to the United States were up by 8.7 per cent due to continuing growth from major overseas markets, especially Japan and the UK, as well as recuperation of leisure and business tourism from Canada and Mexico.

Top Destinations

   arrivals in 2000

    % change

1. United States


52,690,000


+8.7

2. Canada



20,423,000


+4.9

3. Mexico



20,000,000


+5.0

4. Brazil



  5,190,000


+1.6

5. Puerto Rico


  3,094,000


+2.3 *

6. Argentina



  2,988,000


+3.1

7. Dominican Rep.


  2,977,000

       +12.4

8. Uruguay



  1,968,000


- 5.1

9. Chile



  1,719,000


+6.0 *

10. Cuba



  1,700,000


+8.9

East Asia/Pacific saw growth in tourist arrivals that was driven by big increases in China and its special administrative regions of Hong Kong and Macao. Southeast Asia—especially Thailand, Malaysia, Cambodia and Vietnam—is becoming one of the world´s favourite tourism destinations with demand outstripping tourist facilities. Australia enjoyed its own tourism boom due to the Sydney Olympics and surrounding publicity.

Top Destinations

   arrivals in 2000

    % change

1. China




31,236,000


+15.5

2. Hong Kong


13,059,000


+15.3

3. Malaysia



10,000,000


+26.1

4. Thailand



  9,574,000


+10.7

5. Singapore



  7,003,000


+11.9 *

6. Macau



  6,682,000


+32.3

7. Rep of Korea


  5,336,000


+14.5 *

8. Indonesia



  5,012,000


  +6.0 *

9. Australia



  4,882,000


  +9.5

10. Japan



  4,758,000


  +7.2 *

Europe was the star performer of world tourism in 2000, with tourists attracted to Germany for Expo 2000 and to Italy for the Vatican Jubilee. Eastern European countries recovered following the war in Kosovo and Turkey recuperated after several years of declining tourism due to instability and natural disasters. Despite their cooler temperatures, northern countries emerged as the year´s "hot" destinations, especially Iceland (+19%), Finland (+10%) and Estonia (+15.8). Tourism to the United Kingdom slumped due to the strong currency values and Spain revised its statistics gathering methodology resulting in slightly lower overall totals than previous years, without the series change it would have recorded some 53.6 million arrivals

Top Destinations

      arrivals in 2000

    
     % change

1. France



 74,500,000


     

+2.0

2. Spain



 48,500,000 (53.6 mil using previous series)
+3.7

3. Italy



 41,182,000

         
       +12.8

4. United Kingdom


 24,900,000


  

 -1.9

5. Russian Federation

 22,783,000



       +23.2 *

6. Germany


 
 18,916,000



       +10.5

7. Poland



 18,183,000

           

+1.3 *

8. Austria



 17,818,000

  
  

+2.0

9. Hungary



 15,571,000


  

+8.1

10. Greece



 12,500,000


  

+2.8

11. Portugal



 12,000,000


  

+3.2

12. Switzerland


 11,400,000


 

+6.5

13. Netherlands


 10,200,000


 

+3.2 *

14. Turkey



   9,623,000



       +39.6 *

15. Ireland



   6,720,000


 

+5.0

Middle East tourism was set for its best year ever as tourists flocked to historic sites associated with the life of Jesus Christ on the 2000th anniversary of his birth. In the first nine months of the year, arrivals were up by as much as 20 per cent, but the region ended the year with a lower—yet vigorous—growth rate of 10.2 per cent due to the renewed violence in the last quarter of the year.

Top Destinations

   arrivals in 2000

    % change

1. Egypt



5,150,000


+14.7

2. Israel



2,400,000


  +3.8

3. Jordan



1,256,000


   -7.5 *

4. Lebanon



   751,000


+11.6 *

South Asia is another of the success stories of 2000, with tourist arrivals growing by 9 per cent—nearly two points above the world average. Although it did not host any world renowned events, tourists are increasingly seeking out its exotic destinations—especially Iran and India. On the other hand, Nepal and Sri Lanka—with their more mature tourism sectors—were adversely affected by civil unrest.

Top Destinations

   arrivals in 2000

    % change

1. India



2,624,000


  +5.7

2. Iran



1,700,000


+28.7

3. Maldives



  465,000


  +8.1

4. Nepal



  457,000


   -7.1 *

5. Pakistan



  440,000


  +1.9

6. Sri Lanka



  400,000


   -8.3

7. Bangladesh


  200,000


+15.6

Forecast 2001


The tourism sector in the upcoming year is not expected to perform quite as well as the event filled year of 2000. 


"We are optimistic that the tourism sector will be able to consolidate the growth of the year 2000 and increase by a more modest rate in the upcoming year," said Mr. Frangialli.


A growth rate of 4.1 per cent is forecast for 2001. The economic slowdown in the United States could well affect consumer confidence, resulting in fewer visitors going abroad. Outbound travel from Europe and the East Asia/Pacific region will not be impacted as much, especially if the euro continues to strengthen throughout the year. The experiences of the past decade have proven that people continue to travel even in less prosperous economic times. According to WTO´s long-term forecast Tourism: 2020 Vision, international tourist arrivals will top one billion by 2010 and reach 1.56 billion by 2020.
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* Editor´s note: results marked by * are full year projections made by WTO based on partial year reports. Other results are based on full year reports or projections communicated to the WTO secretariat by countries in the first weeks of January, 2001. Spain, Czech Republic and Hungary revised their statistical procedures in 2000 and information may not be comparable with data previously issued by WTO. 

