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"Views of the UIA Regarding the Accountancy Disciplines"
I. The UIA

· International organization representing 92 member sections of professional bodies.
· Most member sections are not the national regulatory body for architects.
· 15% do not have domestic regulations governing the licensing of architects.
· UIA Professional Practice Commission mission involves matters related to regulation of architects.
· There is no international organization for national regulatory bodies.
II. Context of Global Practice in Architecture

· Continued expansion of cross-border professional services in architecture.
· Influenced by expanding global markets for architectural services.
· Reform and restructuring of many national professional bodies.

III. UIA Views Regarding the Accountancy Disciplines

· UIA believes the Disciplines on Domestic Regulation in the Accountancy Sector can be adapted to serve as a document for the domestic regulation of architects.
· UIA stands ready to assist and support such an effort in what ever manner appropriate.
· Elements of the existing disciplines which would need specific attention would include

concerns with: a) the wording of the General Provisions, b) implementation procedures, c) licensing requirements related to residency requirements, and d) qualification procedures.
· There are a number of points missing in the existing discipline that are not applicable to accounts but are to the regulation of architects.  These would include: a) national cultural and environmental aspects, b) intellectual property protection, c) ethics and codes of conduct, d) continuing professional development, etc. 

· Newly emerging concepts in ongoing negotiations related to bi-lateral and multi-lateral mutual recognition agreements such as the documentation and recognition of equivalency in education, licensure and experience in lieu of sitting for a licensing examination.

IV. UIA Related Activities

· 1999 UIA Accord on Recommended International Standards of Professionalism in Architectural Practice developed for use of UIA member sections.
· Accord includes specific policies and guidelines related to domestic regulation.
· Most recent Recommend Guideline is focused on Mutual Recognition Agreements.
· Many UIA member sections active in both operative and negotiating mutual recognition agreements, e.g. Architects’ Council of Europe and the USA, Asia Pacific Economic Cooperation (APEC) Architect Project, Canada, Mexico and USA under NAFTA.
· International data bases exist for domestic regulation of architects.
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