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1. The first interest of the nursing profession is quality care.  While there are many factors involved in quality care, regulation, which assures the public that nurses are competent to provide care and advice, is key to the profession and its members.
   According to ICN, such regulation should:

(a) Be based on clear definitions, 

(b) Provide and be limited to those controls and restrictions necessary to meet their objectives, 

(c) Be sufficiently broad and flexible to achieve their objectives and permit freedom for innovation, growth, and change

(d) Promote universal standards of performance and foster professional identity and mobility to the fullest extent compatible with local needs and circumstances.

(e)  Provide honest and just treatment for those parties regulated.2
2. Given the existence of a sound international nursing network, a tradition of global standards development, and efforts to introduce good professional governance nationally, most countries would see the accountancy disciplines as relevant to nursing.  Some would find them easily applicable though questions remain around the interpretation of some articles. Some would find them difficult to put into practice. 

3. Concerns in particular relate to:  interpretation of terms such as reasonable limits and of articles that conflict with current practice; fear that standards will be lowered; that mechanisms remain sound enough to deal with the increase in fraudulent documentation; implications of the necessity test as it relates to regulatory autonomy; and fear that changes arising from dispute resolution may overlook the impact of such changes on the ability to provide safe care.

4. The challenge is greatest in poor countries. Often the first to make commitments in health care, they lack the resources to develop their regulatory mechanisms to the point that they could adhere to the disciplines.  While many tools exist to help them, they need resources and funding support. 

5. Nursing, like other health professions, continues to change with the addition of new knowledge, and technology, and the needs of patients.  As well, the profession is in transition in many countries.  It is important therefore to maintain a general broad approach and language, and to support development of regulatory mechanisms where these are lacking. 

� Nurses are prepared at more than 1 level and have several different levels of entry.  This paper addresses Registered Nurses.  


2 ICN on Regulation: Towards 21ST Century Models. ICN,  1997.
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