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WORKSHOP ON DOMESTIC REGULATION

 29-30 March 2004
Mr Rufus Yerxa, Deputy Director-General
1. Good morning!  And welcome to this WTO Workshop on Domestic Regulation, to be held today and tomorrow.  I would particularly like to welcome all our speakers, and the attendees from capitals, many who have travelled quite far to participate in these discussions.  
2. I do have a few programme changes to announce.  First, one of our speakers for this morning's session, Aaditya Mattoo of the World Bank, is unable to join us due to some unexpected health problems that prevented him from flying.  This necessitated some adjustments to the program, together with a request from some speakers to change their place on the programme.   The current programme is available in the back of the room.    
3. The purpose of this Workshop, as stated in the programme, is to bring together and inform regulators, trade negotiators, and other relevant officials of the background and progress to date of the work taking place in the Working Party on Domestic Regulation (the WPDR), as well as pertinent issues raised in negotiating proposals.   I must stress that the discussions in this Workshop are to be focused exclusively on technical and legal aspects of domestic regulation, and will not in any way duplicate or substitute for the discussions taking place in the Working Party or in negotiations among delegations.  For this reason, the documentation prepared for the Workshop will not be submitted to the WPDR unless specifically requested by a Member.
4. We have a very full programme today and tomorrow, which is divided into five main themes:  Session I will provide an overview of the GATS approach to the regulation of services, including the nature of the legal obligations found in the agreement, as well as discuss the mandate under Article VI:4 of the General Agreement on Trade in Services – i.e. the GATS – to develop any necessary disciplines on domestic regulation.  
5. Session II will cover the main concepts discussed in the WPDR related to the development of regulatory disciplines.  The first of these concepts is transparency, and includes the question of whether the existing GATS transparency provisions should be elaborated upon.  The second concept is necessity, and deals with protecting the regulatory rights of governments while helping to ensure that regulations do not constitute disguised protection.  Also discussed are equivalence, on the basis of which a Member should evaluate qualifications earned abroad, as well as the possible role of international standards.  Of course, the WTO is not a standards-setting body;  however, standards where they exist have a potential role to play as a benchmark that could provide for a presumption of reasonableness of regulations.

6. Session III introduces the only regulatory disciplines developed to date under GATS Article VI:4, the Accountancy Disciplines, and discusses their potential applicability to other professional services.   Session IV, which together with Session III is the main focus of the Workshop, presents the views of regulators and "regulatees" on the potential scope and impact of disciplines that might be created by the WPDR.  Session V is the final session, and discusses the theoretical possibilities for the development and scheduling of any regulatory disciplines the WPDR might choose to create.
7. Due to our very real time constraints, every effort will be made to ensure that Sessions begin and end on time.  With the help of the Secretariat, I will need to be somewhat ruthless in enforcing these limits.  After the speakers under each agenda item have finished their presentations, we will have time for questions and discussion.  With this in mind, I think we should now start our presentations.  First, however, are there any questions or comments before we begin?

[Open the floor for comments]

 With our time limits in mind, I think we should now start our presentations!

[Introduce the first presentation….]
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