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ICN PRINCIPLES ON REGULATION

	Purposefulness
	Regulation should be directed toward an explicit purpose.



	Relevance
	Regulation should be designed to achieve the stated purpose



	Definition
	Regulatory standards should be based upon clear definitions of  professional scope and accountability



	Professional Ultimacy
	Regulatory definitions and standards should promote the fullest development of the profession commensurate with its potential social contribution



	Multiple interests and responsibilities


	Regulatory systems should recognise and properly incorporate the legitimate roles and responsibilities of interested parties – public, profession, government, employers, other professions – in aspects of standard-setting and administration



	Representational balance
	The design of the regulatory system should acknowledge and appropriately balance interdependent interests



	Optimacy
	Regulatory systems should provide and be limited to those controls and restrictions necessary to achieve their objectives.



	Flexibility
	Standards and processes of regulation should be sufficiently broad and flexible to achieve their objectives and permit freedom for innovation, growth, and change



	Efficiency and congruence
	Regulatory systems should operate in the most efficient manner, ensuring coherence and co-ordination among their parts.



	Universality
	Regulatory systems should promote universal standards of performance and foster professional identity and mobility to the fullest extent compatible with local needs and circumstances.



	Fairness
	Regulatory processes should provide honest and just treatment for those parties regulated



	Interprofessional equality and compatibility
	In standards and processes regulatory systems should recognise the equality and interdependence of professions
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