PAKISTAN (JOB(02)/99/Add.49 – See G/TBT/W/186/Add.1, Annex I)

A.
What are your top prioritizsed TBT-related technical assistance, technical cooperation or capacity‑building needs?  (Please also provide explanation or justification for such needs.)  


1.
Funding for strengthening and up gradation of metrology, standards, testing and quality (MSTQ) infrastructure


2.
Training of regulators, standard and conformity assessment bodies.


3.
Expertise for accreditation of laboratories.


4.
Cooperation with reputed accreditation bodies of the world.


Signing of Mutual Recognition Agreement (MRA) with two or three countries and membership of a Pacific Accreditation Council (PAC), International Accreditation Forum (IAF), International Laboratory Accreditation Cooperation (ILAC).

B.
Where do these needs fit in terms of your overall trade-related technical assistance and capacity‑building needs (i.e. are any of these needs considered to be a priority at the national level by relevant domestic authorities, agencies and interested parties)?

These needs urgently required to facilitate trade are under active consideration of the Government's relevant ministries.  Technical assistance in establishment of enquiry points, harmonization of standards and computerized network link would be quite instructive and benefiting for boosting a mutual trade within the ISO member countries.

C.
Have you received assistance in these prioritised areas in the past?  If yes, when and from whom?


Yes, through Asian Development Bank (ADB) about two years back to develop National Quality Policy and Plan and Operationalize Accreditation Council.  The objectives of the Program could not be achieved fully because of unforeseen incident of 11 September 2001.

D
Are you currently receiving any assistance in these prioritised areas?  If yes, by whom?


No, however different countries are being approached for the assistance.

E.
Have you approached any donors to assist you in meeting these needs?  If yes, when and to whom?

Last year UNIDO was approached.  Swedish Board for Accreditation and Conformity Assessment (SWEDAS) also has offered support but these proposals are not yet materialized.

F.
Can you identify, in your opinion, the donors which would be well suited to assist you with these specific needs?  Or if you consider technical cooperation or regional arrangement possible solution?

SWEDAC and Norwegian Accreditation Services (NAS) would be the most suitable sources to assist.  However, assistance would be welcome from other agencies such as:

WTO Secretariat


United National Organizations


SAS-Switzerland


JICA

G.
Any other issues to be addressed.  No.

