THE PHILIPPINES (JOB(02)/99/Add.11 – See G/TBT/W/186)

A. What are your top prioritized TBT-related technical assistance and capacity building needs?


The Philippines priority needs are focused on the following areas:

1. Technical assistance for the improvement of technical infrastructure of government regulatory agencies (testing/calibration laboratories ) for a reliable certification system that will build the confidence of the trading partners of the country.  Reviews and follow-ups of technical infrastructure development activities have also to be undertaken.

2. Capacity building needs specifically on:

· Expertise on WTO systems (implementation and administration of the WTO Agreement)

· Expertise on specialist areas (standards and conformance)

· Review of laws and policies relating to the Philippines commitment to the requirements of the WTO/TBT Agreement

These needs are further explained in the following matrix:

	AREA
	TECHNICAL ASSISTANCE  NEEDS
	CAPACITY BUILDING NEEDS

	Administration & Implementation of the TBT Agreement


	
	Dispatch of a TBT expert to the Philippines (consultancy mission)

Appraisal of the current status of the Philippines against the requirements of the WTO/TBT Agreement including review of laws & policies relating to the country’s legal framework

	
	
	· Design and development of a comprehensive implementation plan, strategies and schedule (mixture of trainings and regular consultancy support, documentation, conduct of information education campaign

· System implementation by the comprehensive plan (expert provides guidance to system, participates in progress meetings and give advice on particular issues as required

Follow-up, project review and finalization of the comprehensive & implementation plans (review & follow-up of corrective actions to fine-tune the implementation of the Agreement

	
	
	Organization of symposium on WTO/TBT Agreement with emphasis on the concepts & notification obligations and Annex 3 of the Agreement(Code of Good Practice for the Preparation, Adoption of Standards)

Internship(exchange visit) of BPS staff involved in the operation of the TBT Enquiry Point to the WTO Central Secretariat or any Enquiry Point with fully developed mechanisms on the implementation of the Agreement

Provision of technical literature/publications to update Enquiry Points on the developments



	
	
	Setting-up of efficient information exchange between and among WTO/TBT member countries to facilitate transmission of information on standards, technical regulations and conformity assessment procedures

· Provision of hardware, software for an on-line databases

· Development of interactive webpage

	International Standards
	
	Access to experts on the development and harmonization of standards

Infrastructure of e-balloting including provision of IT equipment

Organization of training programs to handle secretariat of the ISO/IEC Technical Committees/Sub-Committees/Working Groups and also the ISO/IEC directives



	Conformity 

Assessment Procedures
	Technical assistance for the improvement of technical infrastructure of government regulatory agencies (testing & calibration laboratories) for a reliable certification system that will build the confidence of the trading partners of the Philippines.  Reviews and follow-ups of technical infrastructure development activities have also to be undertaken.

Acquisition of testing equipment for:

Calibration Services electrical –RF/microwave, acoustics, liquid flow, gas flow
Temperature-cryogencies/

pyrometry ( 800c, humidity/

hygrometry, medical instruments, automatic measuring undertaken. instrument

Testing services

Acoustical,optical/phytometric, thermal, vibration/shock

environmental,

forensic, information technology, construction materials


	Organization of trainings on the following areas for BPS, regulatory authorities, industry associations etc.

·  ISO/IEC Guide 58:1993-Calibration and testing laboratory accreditation systems-General requirements for operation and recognition

· ISO/IEC Guide 60:1994-Code of Good Practice for Conformity Assessment
· ISO/IEC Guide 61:1996-General requirements for assessment and accreditation of certification/registration bodies

· ISO/IEC Guide 62:1996-General requirements for bodies operating assessment and certification/

registration of quality management system (QMS)

· ISO/IEC Guide 66:2001- General requirements for bodies operating assessment and certification/registration of environmental management system (EMS)

· ISO/IEC 17025-General requirements for the competence of testing and calibration laboratories

Legal metrology

EMC technology to cover product certification of telecommunication and IT equipment

Internship/exchange visits to metrology/calibration laboratories

Conduct of studies on the technical feasibility of sharing metrological infrastructure within the ASEAN region

Provision of technical literature/metrology standards on acoustics, medical instrumentation, chemical analysis, air pollution/particle, fibre optics

	Market access
	Legal assistance to developing countries in challenging technical regulations imposed by countries that could be inconsistent with the WTO Agreements
	


B. Where do these TBT needs fit in terms of your overall trade related technical assistance and capacity building priorities?

These TBT-related technical assistance are important in order to improve capabilities of our regulatory agencies in complying with the technical requirements imposed by other countries.  Beefing up the institutional and technical infrastructure of regulatory agencies will benefit exporters, importers and other private sectors.  These technical assistance measures will also help build the confidence of our trading partners on our regulatory agencies in handling quality management systems, product testing and certification procedures that a re internationally accepted and recognized.

The capacity building measures specifically on the implementation of the TBT Agreement are necessary to strengthen the operation of the TBT Enquiry Point in the DTI- BPS and counterpart Enquiry Points in other regulatory agencies.  These seminars/trainings are useful in raising awareness or better understanding of the requirements of the TBT Agreement by the stakeholders and also encourage participation and vigilance from the private sector and industry associations to address TBT issues.

The accreditation and product certification and law review and consultancy on standards and conformance on the other hand, are vital measures to upgrade the technical infrastructure of the BPS.  The two requirements are complementary.  There must be relevant laws as bases for the development of policies that will support the need to address international practices such as guides/procedures brought about by the issue on globalization.

Specific difficulties/problems encountered are most on financial aspects as most of the time we were unable to participate in international conferences/meetings such as Technical Committee meetings of the international standardization bodies and other regional fora meetings such as sub-committee meetings/working groups.

Training is a tool for transfer of expertise/knowledge through lecture and direct interaction between the expert and his trainees.  It also provides trainees opportunity for actual performance of work and as a means to evaluate and monitor the learning acquired by the trainees.  Consultancy, on the other hand, provides technical assistance in order to guide the beneficiary of the processes in attaining a specific need.  It would immediately provide guidance to the beneficiary the steps to be undertaken to achieve the objective.

C. Are any of these prioritized TBT needs considered a priority by your relevant development agency?


All of the identified needs are priorities of BPS and the Department of Trade and Industry and 
regulatory agencies to improve existing technical infrastructure.

D.  Have you received assistance in these prioritized areas in the past? If yes, when and by whom?


In the area of capacity building a number of Philippines government and private sector 
industry representatives have participated in seminars and workshops sponsored by WTO, 
APEC and ISO namely:

	Seminar

Seminar on the Revised ISO/IEC 

Directives and Other Recent Trends

Seminar on E-balloting

Seminar on Conformity Assessment and its Role in World Trade

Agreement on TBT and the Role of Standards in Trade Promotion

Workshop on Institutionalizing a Harmonized Sanitary and Phytosanitary Program

Uruguay Rounds on Agreement on Technical Barriers to Trade

Training Programme in the Field of Standards and Conformity Assessment Schemes 

Seminar on Food Mutual Recognition Arrangement (MRA)

Seminar on GATT Agreement on Technical Barriers to Trade


	Date

2001

2001

2000

1999

1999

1997

1996

1996 – 2001

1993
	Sponsoring Agency

JSA/JISC (Japan)

ISO

WTO/ISO/TISI

WTO/ISO/JISC

WTO

WTO

APEC/PFP

APEC 

WTO




As for the technical assistance, the government of Japan extended this assistance to the BPS in 1998 through JICA, an agency implementing international cooperation programs.  The BPS Testing Center is a result of the cooperation between the Japan International Cooperation Agency (JICA) and the Philippine Government through the Bureau of Product Standards.

From 1988 to 1990, JICA developed a study on the industrial standardization and quality control in the Philippines.  They sent experts on study missions to the Philippines conducting research and study of International Standards and Quality Control situation in the country.  A development report was recommended to the Philippine Government.


From 1993 to 1998, JICA and BPS conducted the Phase 1 Project, “Technical Cooperation on Industrial Standardization and Electrical Testing in the Philippines”.  Eighteen (18) BPS staff underwent training programs in Japan to properly operate the machines and appropriately conduct tests and inspections; Electrical testing equipment worth US$3 Million were installed; four long terms JICA experts on electrical testing & standardization and twenty short term experts in various fields were available in the laboratory for consultation.  

E.  Are you currently receiving any assistance in these prioritized areas? If yes, by whom? 

Yes.  Due to the previous project’s success, the Phase II Project, “Technical Cooperation on Electrical and Electronic Appliance Testing (EEATP)”, started from 1999 and to end in the year 2003.  Fifteen BPS staff were trained in Japan to impart knowledge in upgrading the safety and quality of local household appliances in the Philippines.  Again, seventeen (17) experts were dispatched.  These includes seven (7) long term experts and ten (10) short term experts on electrical and non-electrical testing.  Test equipment for appliance testing was donated with an estimated amount to US$1 million.  
This EEATP project has the facilities for the various tests and inspections involved in making sure that electrical and electronic products are manufactured according to specific standards.

F. Have you approached any donors to assist you in meeting these needs? If yes, when and to whom?


The Philippines has submitted to the Japanese government through JICA a study program on 
strengthening the TBT Enquiry Point on the administration and implementation of the TBT 
Agreement.  To date, we have not received any status report regarding our proposal.

G. Can you identify, in your opinion, the donors which would be well suited to assist you with these specific needs?

· ACCSQ ( ASEAN Consultative Committee for Standards and Quality)

· APEC (Asia Pacific Economic Cooperation)

· APLAC (Asia Pacific Laboratory Accreditation Cooperation)

· BSI (British Standards Institute)

· CAC (Codex Alimentarius Commission-Joint FAO/WHO Food Standards Programme)

· ESCAP ( Economic and Social Commission for Asia and the Pacific)

· IEC ( International Electrotechnical Commission)

· ISO ( International Organization for Standardization)

· NIST (National Institute of Standards and Technology-USA) 

· OIML (International Organization for Legal Metrology)

· PASC ( Pacific Area Standards Congress)

· SCC (Standards Council of Canada)

· UNIDO (United Nations Industrial Development Organization)

· WTO (World Trade Organization)

