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WTO TBT Workshop for Central and Eastern Europe, Central Asia and the Caucasus
Vienna, 28-30 April 2008
Issues Summary


A Regional Workshop on the TBT Agreement for Central and Eastern Europe, Central Asia and the Caucasus took place in Vienna, at the Joint Vienna Institute, on 28-30 April 2008.  Participants were government officials from WTO Members and acceding countries.  The objectives of the workshop were twofold:  first, to increase knowledge and awareness about the WTO Agreement on Technical Barriers to Trade (the "TBT Agreement") and, second, to familiarize participants with the work of the TBT Committee and current issues under discussion.  The workshop was also an opportunity for experience sharing both among governments within the region as well as among agencies (IEC, ISO and UNIDO were present).  The European Communities also participated in the workshop.  

On standardization and conformity assessment procedures the technical infrastructure is in place in most countries of the region, but at an early stage of development.  Participants noted that more resources were needed to develop the conformity assessment and quality infrastructure, so as to facilitate trade and boost confidence in products exported from the region.  This was also linked to concerns expressed about recognition of conformity assessment results.  Presentations by the standardizing bodies, as well as the UNIDO, addressed this point.

Good regulatory practice is about the practical implementation of the TBT Agreement's disciplines.  Participants heard of the work of the TBT Committee on GRP and of the various experiences presented at the Workshop on Good Regulatory Practice held in Geneva in March 2008.  The European Communities illustrated their experience with GRP, in particular with the process of simplifying regulations.  A considerable interest in this topic was expressed:  participants noted that more experience was needed to determine whether government intervention was necessary or when voluntary standards were sufficient to address a particular objective.  

On transparency, infrastructure (enquiry points and authorities responsible for notifications) is in place in most countries.  Participants heard about the EC experiences in making notifications, handling comments and dealing with other countries' notifications.  A practical exercise on the dissemination of information by Enquiry Points and links with TBT Committee work was conducted.  It was stressed that Enquiry Points were in an unique position to act as coordinators between government authorities, industry and third countries.  Participants expressed particular interest in mechanisms to better disseminate TBT notifications to relevant stakeholders, for instance "Export Alert!" systems.  Additionally, a need was expressed to identify "good practices" in preparing notifications.  

The operation of the TBT Committee was discussed, and the importance of actively participating in its work was stressed.  Participants heard the experience of Turkey and the European Communities in dealing with concerns related to specific measures.


The workshop was concluded with a round table on technical assistance.  Participants heard about the activities of the Secretariat, of international standardizing bodies and of UNIDO and identified specific needs, which were mainly related to enhancing implementation of transparency provisions, building up capacity with respect to quality infrastructure and to streamlining governments' regulatory activities. 






� This summary is intended to offer a brief overview of the issues discussed, it has been prepared under the Secretariat's own responsibility.  Comments from participants to the workshop are welcome (e-mail to stefania.bernabe@wto.org).  More detail on participants, structure and the presentations is contained separately on the TBT webpage for the Vienna workshop.






