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WTO Regional Workshop for sadc countries on 
the Agreement on Technical Barriers to Trade 
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Windhoek, Namibia

18-20 October 2005
– Programme –

The workshop is organized by the WTO as part of its Technical Assistance Programme for 2005, and is funded through the Global Trust Fund.  Officials who are responsible for the TBT Agreement from Angola, Botswana, Lesotho, Malawi, Mauritius, Mozambique, Namibia, South Africa, Swaziland, Tanzania, Zambia and Zimbabwe have been invited.


The objective of the Workshop is to assist participating countries to better understand the principles and disciplines of the Agreement on Technical Barriers to Trade (TBT);  to update capital-based officials on the current issues in the TBT Committee;  and to provide a forum for participants to share experiences on the various TBT issues, in particular in the implementation and administration of the Agreement, as well as in the area of conformity assessment procedures.
Tuesday 18 October 2005
Opening Session
09:00 – 09:20
Opening Ceremony  
09:20 – 09:30
Structure and Objective of the Workshop 
Session 1
 disciplines of the TBT Agreement - introduction
09:30 – 10:00
Introduction to the WTO and the TBT Agreement - WTO 


The WTO




Non-Tariff Trade Barriers


History of the TBT Agreement




The Coverage of the Agreement   

10:00 – 10:30
Main Principles and Disciplines on the Preparation, Adoption and Application of Technical Regulations, Standards and Conformity Assessment Procedures - WTO 


The Main disciplines 



The Relevant Provisions

10:30 – 10:45
Questions and answers
Coffee Break (10:45 – 11:00)

Session 2
 harmonization  - international standards
11:00 – 11:30
The Use of International Standards under the TBT Agreement - WTO



Harmonization as a Core Discipline of the TBT Agreement  



The EC-Sardines Dispute Settlement Case
11:30 – 12:15
The Use of International Standards prepared by Relevant International Standardizing Bodies 
· Codex
· ISO

· IEC 
12:15 – 12:30
Questions and answers
Lunch (12:30 – 14:00)


Session 3
 conformity assessment procedures 
 

14:00 – 14:30
Conformity Assessment Procedures in the TBT Agreement – WTO


Definitions



Disciplines of the TBT Agreement regarding the preparation of conformity assessment procedures 



Provisions regarding the acceptance of conformity assessment results 



Obligations in relation to entities other than central government bodies  



The technical infrastructure of conformity assessment 

14:30 – 15:00
Relevant International and Regional Systems – IEC  
Coffee break (15:00 – 15:15)

15:15 – 16:00
Different Approaches in Conformity Assessment and the Relevant Work in the 



TBT Committee – WTO


Mutual recognition agreements (MRAs) for conformity assessment 



Voluntary arrangements between domestic and foreign conformity assessment bodies



Supplier's declaration of conformity (SDoC)



Accreditation 
16:00 – 16:30
Conformity Assessment Infrastructure and Relevant International Standards on Conformity Assessment Procedures – ISO
16:30 – 17:30
Experience Sharing - Existing National or Regional Conformity Assessment Procedures and Practices 
*Participants are invited to come prepared to make brief presentations/interventions in this regard

Wednesday 19 October 2005
Session 4
transparency  - rights and obligations 
09:00 – 09:45
Transparency in the TBT Agreement – WTO


Notification obligations



Comments on proposed technical regulations and conformity assessment procedures 



Procedures for dissemination and exchange of information 



The role of enquiry points 

09:45 – 10:30
Experience Sharing – Role and Functioning of National Enquiry Points   

*Participants are invited to come prepared to make brief presentations/interventions on the role and functioning of their national enquiry points 

Coffee Break (10:30-10:45)

10:45 – 11:15
Implementation and Administration of the TBT Agreement – Statements under Article 15.2 – WTO


Article 15.2 and Relevant Decisions of the TBT Committee



Status of Implementation by Members   
11:15 – 12:30
Experience Sharing – Possible Problems or Difficulties Encountered in the Preparation of Article 15.2 Statements  

*Participants from Members not having submitted statements under Article 15.2 are invited to come prepared to make brief presentations/interventions in this regard 


Experience Sharing – The Challenges and Possible Solutions regarding the Submission of Article 15.2 Statements  
*Participants from Members having submitted statements under Article 15.2 are invited to come prepared to make brief presentations/interventions in this regard 

Lunch (12:30 – 14:00)

Session 5
technical assistance and regional cooperation  
14:00 – 14:30
WTO-TBT Technical Assistance - WTO 



TBT Provisions on Technical Assistance and Special and Differential Treatment  


The Relevant work in the TBT Committee


TBT-related Technical Assistance Activities 
14:30 – 15:20
Regional Experiences in Technical Assistance - SADC

In the Areas of the Implementation of the TBT Agreement, Good Regulatory Practice, and Participation in the Preparation of International Standards
15:20 – 15:30
Questions and answers

Coffee break (15:30 – 15:45)

15:45 – 17:15
Technical Assistance Activities of the Various International Standardizing Bodies  

· Codex
· ISO

17:15 – 17:30
Questions and answers
Thursday 20 October 2005
Session 6
the tbt committee – current issues 
09:00 – 09:30
The TBT Committee - WTO 



Functioning of the Committee



Annual Reviews under Article 15.3 and Triennial Reviews under Article 15.4

09:30 – 10:00
The Fourth Triennial Review of the TBT Agreement  - WTO


Work Programme

Overview of the proposed topics:  good regulatory practice, transparency, intellectual property rights and standardization, technical assistance, special and differential treatment, conformity assessment procedures and labelling    

Coffee break (10:00 – 10:15)
10.15 – 10:45
Specific Trade Concerns raised in the TBT Committee - WTO



Concerns raised



How to deal with specific trade concerns? 

10:45 – 11:30
Experience Sharing – Specific Trade Concerns 

*Participants are invited to come prepared to make brief presentations/interventions on concerns related to existing barriers to trade

Closing Session
11:30 – 12:30
Round Table Discussion
12:30 – 13:00 
Concluding Remarks  
_______________

WTO Representatives:

Vivien Liu  





Ludivine Tamiotti

Counsellor 





Legal Affairs Officer

Tel. +41 22 739 5455




Tel. +41 22 739 5694

Fax: +41 22 739 5620




Fax: +41 22 739 5620

E-mail: vivien.liu@wto.org



E-mail: ludivine.tamiotti@wto.org
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