
SECRETARIAT BRIEFING SESSION FOR 
TBT COMMITTEE DELEGATES ON THE 

10TH TRIENNIAL REVIEW

6 November 2023



OUTLINE

1. Background presentation by the Secretariat

• What is the Triennial Review? 

• When does the Tenth Triennial Review take place, and what are 
the key dates to remember? 

• How do I submit a proposal? 

• Where do I find information about past Triennial Reviews? 

2. Experience sharing by Members

• Jennifer Stradtman, Director, Technical Barriers to Trade, USTR 

• Hélio Silva Filho, Counsellor, Mission of Brazil to the WTO

3. Q&A and Wrap Up
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1. Background presentation on 
Triennial Reviews



Mandate
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Structure
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Topic

Exchange of 
experiences

Recommendations

 what we have done (factual)

what we will do … →



Factual
(exchange of experiences)

Topic
(quick explanation in box)



Recommendations
(most ‘negotiation’ is on this!)



There was significant engagement during 
the 9th Triennial Review. 

In 2021, 85 submissions and specific 
comments were received on the 

nine chapters of the report.



The Tenth Triennial Review

• The Committee is scheduled to complete its Tenth Triennial Review of 
the Operation and Implementation of the TBT Agreement at its last 
meeting in 2024.

• As with previous Triennial Reviews, the review process will be driven 
by substantive proposals from Members.

• Members are invited to begin submitting proposals in advance of the 
November 2023 meeting. Proposals will be discussed on a rolling 
basis at the meetings subsequent to submission.

• Document G/TBT/1/Rev.15 contains the latest compilation of the TBT 
Committee's Decisions and Recommendations.
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https://docs.wto.org/dol2fe/Pages/FE_Search/FE_S_S006.aspx?DataSource=Cat&query=@Symbol=%22G/TBT/1/Rev.15%22%20OR%20@Symbol=%22G/TBT/1/Rev.15/*%22&Language=English&Context=ScriptedSearches&languageUIChanged=true


10th Triennial Review Timeline

November 2023 
Committee meeting

Members submit 
proposals

Secretariat issues 
overview of 

proposals (end-
January 2024)

Informal meeting to 
discuss proposals 
(Feb. 2024 TBC)

Members submit 
and revise proposals 

(based on 
comments)

March 2024 
Committee meeting: 

feedback on 
proposals

Members submit 
and revise proposals 

(based on 
comments)

Deadline for 
submission of 

proposals (end-May 
2024)

June 2024 
Committee meeting: 

feedback on 
proposals

Secretariat issues 
first draft of Review 
Report (July 2024)

Written comments 
by Members on first 
draft (end-August)

Secretariat issues 
second draft of 

Review Report (end-
September)

Written comments 
by Members on 

second draft 
(October)

Informal meetings 
to finalize the text

November 2024 
Committee meeting: 

Adoption of the 
Review Report

Proposals Phase Drafting Phase Conclusion Phase



How to submit a proposal?

• How would you like to contribute to improving 
operation/implementation?

• What is the theme of the proposal?

– GRP; Regulatory Cooperation; Technical Regulations; Conformity 
Assessment Procedures; Standards; Transparency; Technical 
Assistance; etc.

– Is there a more specific subtopic?

• How does this relate to past decisions/recommendations of 
the Committee and/or other proposals on the table?



What does a typical proposal look like?

Source:
G/TBT/W/746

Source:
G/TBT/W/752

https://docs.wto.org/dol2fe/Pages/SS/directdoc.aspx?filename=q:/G/TBT/W746.pdf&Open=True
https://docs.wto.org/dol2fe/Pages/SS/directdoc.aspx?filename=q:/G/TBT/W752.pdf&Open=True


What does a typical proposal look like?

• Background section

– explaining the context and problem to be solved, situating within past work of 
the Committee

• Proposal section

– proposed recommendations, covering e.g. thematic sessions, launch of new 
work on guidelines, improving procedures

• Steps to issue:

– Submitted to Secretariat (edith.rambla@wto.org) 

– Circulated as W document

– Comments from other Members circulated as JOB documents

mailto:edith.rambla@wto.org


Want to find out 
more?

WTO | TBT Committee Tenth Triennial Review

https://www.wto.org/english/tratop_e/tbt_e/tenth_triennial_review_e.htm
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Reference materials
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• Decisions and Recommendations

• Annual Review of the implementation of the Agreement 
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2. Experience sharing by Members
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