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WTO REGIONAL WORKSHOP FOR ASIA-PACIFIC 

ON TECHNICAL BARRIERS TO TRADE 
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18-19 January 2005

DRAFT PROGRAMME (AS AT 13 DECEMBER 2004) 


The workshop is organized by the WTO as part of its Technical Assistance Programme for 2005, and funded through the Global Trust Fund.  Officials who are responsible for the TBT Agreement from Brunei Darussalam, Hong Kong, China, China, India, Indonesia, Korea, Macao, China, Malaysia, Pakistan, Philippines, Samoa, Singapore, Sri Lanka, Thailand, Tonga and Vanuatu have been invited.

The objective of the Workshop is to update capital-based officials on the current issues in the TBT Committee and to provide a forum for participants to share experiences in particular on the trade concerns of the participating countries.
Tuesday, 18 January 2005
09:00 – 09:15
Opening ceremony –  Chinese Taipei authorities and WTO
09:15 – 09:30
Structure and Objective of the Workshop – WTO

09:30 – 09:45
Round Table Introduction by Participants – Participants

Session 1
 Introduction to the TBT Agreement and Its Disciplines
09:45 – 10:45
Introducing WTO and the TBT Agreement – WTO
· Introduction to the WTO

· Non-Tariff Barriers to Trade (NTBs)
· The TBT Agreement

· Disciplines of the TBT Agreement
Coffee Break (10:45 – 11:00)
11:00 – 12:30
Harmonization, Standards and the EC – Sardines Case – WTO
· Harmonization as a core discipline of the TBT Agreement

· Standards in the TBT Agreement and the Code of Good Practice

· Provisions on harmonization (TBT Articles 2.4-2.6, 5.4, and Paras. F-G of the Code of Good Practice)

· The EC – Sardines Case

Lunch (12:30 – 14:00)
Session 2
Conformity Assessment
14:00 – 14:40
Conformity Assessment and the TBT Agreement  – WTO
· Provisions on Conformity Assessment Procedures in the TBT Agreement

· The Technical Infrastructure of Conformity Assessment

· One Approach to Conformity Assessment: the Supplier's Declaration of Conformity

14:40 – 15:20
An Illustration:  The Conformity Assessment Infrastructure – UNIDO 











(Mr. Lalith Goonatilake)
15:20 – 16:00
An Example:  The ILAC/IAF Scheme  – National Laboratory Accreditation (Mr. Nigel Jou)
Coffee break (16:00 – 16:15)

16:15 – 17:30
Experiences on Conformity Assessment Procedures in the Region


Panel:  Philippines (Mr. I. ERNA), Chinese Taipei (Mr. Bo-Chang SU), Thailand (TBC), 


India (TBC) 


Discussion among all participants
Wednesday, 19 January 2005

Session 3
The TBT Committee and Specific Trade Concerns
09:00 – 09:45
The TBT Committee – WTO
· The Functioning of the TBT Committee
· The Triennial Review Mechanism

· Specific Trade Concerns

· Current Issues
09:45 – 10:45
National experiences on TBT-related trade concerns – Participants


Panel:  Presentations by participants

*Participants should come prepared to make brief presentations/interventions on concerns related to existing barriers to trade
Coffee break (10:45 – 11:00)

11:00 – 12:00
A Case Study on a Specific Trade Concern – WTO, Participants
12:00 – 12:30
The TBT Committee: What Is Next? – WTO
Lunch break (12:30 – 14:00)
Session 4
Transparency and Implementation of the Agreement 

14:00 – 15:00
Transparency in the TBT Agreement – WTO
· Notification obligations

· Comments on proposed technical regulations and conformity assessment procedures
· Procedures for dissemination and exchange of information

· The role of enquiry points
15:00 – 16:00
National Experiences on the Role of Enquiry Points – Participants
*Participants should come prepared to make brief interventions on the role and experience in the enquiry points in the Region

Coffee break (16:00 – 16:15)

16:15 – 17:30
Round Table on the Implementation of the Agreement – WTO, Participants
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