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WTO REGIONAL WORKSHOP FOR THE GULF ARAB COUNTRIES ON THE AGREEMENT ON TECHNICAL BARRIERS TO TRADE 

Muscat, Oman, 14-15 February 2004

PROGRAMME


 The Workshop is organized by the WTO as part of its Technical Assistance Programme for 2003 (WT/COMTTD/W/104/Add.1/Rev.2) for the government officials responsible for the TBT Agreement in the countries of the Arab Gulf Cooperation Council (Bahrain, Kuwait, Oman, Qatar and the United Arab Emirates (UAE)).

The objective of the Workshop is to assist participating countries in the understanding and clarification of the main principles and provisions of the TBT Agreement.  The programme is designed to highlight the benefits of the implementation and administration of the Agreement, the importance of using international standards and international conformity assessment systems, to provide guidelines on the notification procedures, as well as to explain the functioning of the WTO Dispute Settlement Understanding in relation to the TBT Agreement, and to update capital-based officials on the current discussion in the TBT Committee.

__________

WTO REGIONAL WORKSHOP FOR THE GULF ARAB COUNTRIES ON 

THE AGREEMENT ON TECHNICAL BARRIERS TO TRADE 
14-15 February 2004

PROGRAMME

Day 1, 14 February 200

08:30 – 09:00
OPENING SESSION:  WTO/GSMO/Omani authority
SESSION 1:
Overview of the TBT Agreement and the TBT Committee
	TIME
	SUBJECT
	SPEAKER

	09:00 – 10:15
	The TBT Agreement 

Main Principles and objectives

Work of the TBT Committee
	Doaa Abdel-Motaal, WTO



	10:15 - 10:45
	Discussion
	GSMO, Discussant


10:45 – 11:15
Coffee Break

SESSION 2:
Conformity Assessment Procedures
	11:15 – 12:10
	Conformity Assessment Procedures in the TBT Agreement
	Alejandro Gamboa-Alder, WTO

	12:10 – 12:30
	Discussion
	GSMO, Discussant


12:30 – 13:00 
    Coffee Break 
SESSION 3:
The Pre-Shipment Agreement
	TIME
	SUBJECT
	SPEAKER

	13:00 – 14:00
	The Pre-shipment Agreement

Principles and Definitions
	Doaa Abdel-Motaal, WTO

	14:00 – 14:30
	Discussion
	GSMO, Discussant 


Day 2, 15 February 2004

SESSION 4:
Regional Work on implementation of Technical Regulations, Standards and Conformity Assessment Procedures

	TIME 
	SUBJECT
	SPEAKER

	08:30 – 09:00
	GSMO Experience of Gulf Countries in Standardization.  Concerns and opportunities
	GSMO

	09:00 – 09:15
	Discussion
	


SESSION 5:
Transparency Provisions
	TIME 
	SUBJECT
	SPEAKER

	09:15 – 10:30
	Transparency Provisions in the TBT Agreement

Statement on Implementation and Administration of the Agreement

Notification Procedures

Enquiry Point
	Alejandro Gamboa-Alder, WTO

	10:30 – 10:45
	Discussion
	GSMO, Discussant


10:45 – 11:00
Coffee Break

SESSION 6:
WTO Dispute Settlement Understanding and the TBT Agreement – Trade Description of Sardines

	TIME
	SUBJECT
	SPEAKER

	11:00 – 12:15
	The WTO Dispute Settlement Understanding and the TBT case EC - Trade Description of Sardines
	Alejandro Gamboa-Alder

	12:15 – 12:30
	Discussion
	GSMO, Discussant


12:30 – 13:00    Coffee Break

SESSION 6 
WTO Dispute Settlement Understanding and the TBT Agreement  (Cont'd) - 

 Practical Exercise
	TIME
	SUBJECT
	SPEAKER

	13:00 – 15:00
	Mock Dispute Settlement Case
	Alejandro Gamboa-Alder, Doaa Abdel-Motaal


CLOSING SESSION
____________________

WTO Presenters:

Mr. Alejandro Gamboa-Alder

Counsellor

Trade and Environment Division

Tel.:  +4122/739 5321

Fax:  +4122/739 5620

E-mail: alejandro.gamboa@wto.org

Ms. Doaa Abdel Motaal

Counsellor

Trade and Environment Division

Tel.:  +4122/739 5875

Fax:  +4122/739 5620

E-mail:  doaa.abdelmotaal@wto.org

World Trade Organization

Rue de Lausanne 154

Case postale

CH – 1211 Genève 21

Switzerland
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