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+ Regional standardization organization.

for the Arab States of the Gulf (Muscat, Dec. 01).

| + Succeeding the GSMO (Est. 1984)

ii + Established under the umbrella of the Gulf Cooperation Council
v

+ Assumed its operation May 2004

\* |

+ Headquarter: Riyadh, Kingdom of Saudi Arabia
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ntroduction

GSO is a not-for-profit organization that serves as an “Umbrella

Organization” for the GCC Stanggrds Conformity Assessment  and
Metrology systems.
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GSO Achievements

¢ Developing the GCC Regulatory System for Control of Products

¢ Building an integrated system compatible with international
regulations and practices and with the WTO provisions.

e Set up joint technical committees to develop and harmonize Gulf
standards and technical regulations.

e The establishment of joint technical committees in the area of
conformity assessment.

e Establishing the Gulf Accreditation Center (GAC).

e Establishing the Gulf Association for Metrology (GULFMET).

e Establishing the Gulf Association for Laboratories (GULFLAB).

e Establishing the GCC Standardization Training Center (GCC-STC)
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GSO Achievements

e More than12,000 Gulf standards.
— They cover a broad spectrum of product and services.

» The issuance of manuals and regulations for accreditation,
metrology and calibration

» Raising awareness about standardization for industry, trade,
and consumers

» Conduct technical workshops and training programs (more
than 5,000 trainees participated in over 200 training
programs)

* Represent the GCC technical position in seminars,
conferences and exhibitions related to standardization
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GSO Main Functions

harmonization of

Assisting GCC
Industry through

b standardization
Facilitation of the activities.
intra GCC trade

Formulation, as well as
reparation . : €
2ndp .Protectlon of the  international
publication consumer, health, ~ trade through
of Gulf Safety & elimination of
Standards environment. technical barriers  Serving the
and . to trade needs and
Technical ) requirements
Regulations. Formulation of Gulf
9 Conformity Assessment of the GCC
Procedures, legal and Customs
® industrial Metrology, Union and
Quality and other related single entry
standardization activities point.

on the GCC level.
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Standards and International Trade

++ Standards are major component of International Trade and markets
liberalization.
» Standards are cited in the WTO/ TBT and SPS Agreements.

% Standards are cited in the WTO/ TBT Annex Ill Code of Good
Practice For the Preparation, Adoption and Application of Standards.
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Standards

The 160 signatories to the World
Trade Organization “WTO” are
committed to using international
standards in order not to create
unnecessary technical barriers to
trade through un-harmonized
regulations and conformity
assessment requirements.

Involving
the GSO
TCs

More than 12,000
GSO Standards
Approved by
GSO Technical
Council & Board
of Directors

Cover
major
economic
sectors

Standards make an enormous
contribution to most aspects of
our lives. Without standards,
consider how difficult — or even
dangerous — it would be to carry
out ordinary daily tasks.

Adopted
by NSBs

G

Consensus
of stake-
holders

GSO Standards:

» They are developed in methodological
frameworks to organize and manage
the technical work

» Based on international references and
reflect the prevailing technology

» All parties concerned (stakeholders)
participate in its preparation

» Prepared within the framework of an
annual program
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GSO Standards: //—\

¢ Maintaining safety, public health and consumer protection
e Preserving the public interest (religious, cultural, national security)
e Adopted:
— Unanimously (Technical Regulations)
— By majority (Standards)
» Consistent with international standards
e These specifications are linked to the requirements of:
— the customs union and single point of entry
Intra- and inter- GCC trade with its trade partners
GCC industry products
Controlled products in all/some GCC countries
— General Procurement agreement of the GCC
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Standardization Activities in the GCC

* GSO issues three types of documents:
— Technical Regulations (mandatory Standards).
— Standards (voluntary Standards).
— Conformity Assessment Procedures or Guides.

* Number of GCC Standards and Technical Regulations is
more than 12,000 .

— (most of them are adoption of ISO, IEC, OIML and CAC.
— Covering major economic sectors.
eGSO technical policy is internationally oriented.
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GCC Standardization Organization

Proposals - Draft of Final Draft of Approval
for new Committee Standard Standard Stage

Standards Draft S ! '
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« Within the « For voluntary
TC

« Stakeholders « Stakeholders standard, « Technical
involvement « Stakeholder involvement approval by council &
involvement (submit majority of Board of

(through

comments) NSBs Directors
NSBs)

« For
mandatory
standards,
approval by
all NSBs
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Stakeholders involvement in GSO activates

Propose new Propose New Comment on

TC or WG Standards Draft of
Standards

GSO Action, voting  GSO TCs Action GSO TCs Action GSO Action
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GSO: Standards Development
Line of Work

Board of Directors

GSO

Secretary General

Standards Department

Secretary

TC
representatives
Secretary

Standards Development &
Management

e Standards are developed by GCC Standards Technical
Committees.

» Currently there are twelve Technical Committees.

* The Steering Committee for Standards plans the standards
work and recommend the formation and dissolution of
technical committees and adoption, updating and
withdrawing of Gulf Standards.

* GSO Technical Council approves the technical work




GSO Quality Infrastructure
System

Quality Infrastructure Elements

Enforcement: Market Surveillance — Information Exchange ...

uonoadsul
uolrediyine)d

Conformity
Assessment

suolre|nbay |[ealuyossl
splepuels
ABojons N

Accreditation

Policies / Institutions / Legal framework
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GSO Quality Infrastructure
System

Regional Conformity Assessment Scheme (RCAS)
v' Technical regulations (TRs) development based upon
essential requirements (health, safety, and environment)

v" Adoption of the New and Global approach as model in

developing the “Gulf unified Regulatory System for

Product Monitoring - GRSPM”,

v' Creation of a Gulf Conformity Mark,
v Unified regulatory regime for GCC market surveillance,

v Unified law on product liability
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Examples of TRs
applicable to
specific types of
products:

Adopted
* Toys
Planned

« Electrical Equipment
& Devices (Low
Voltage Products)

« Cosmetics

« Construction material

* Machines

GSO Quality Infrastructure
System

Gulf Conformity Mark, Free
putting and circulation of
products within the
single market
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PRE-MARKET
ASSESSMENT

GSO Quality Infrastructure
System
Two parts of compliance monitoring system:

POST-MARKET CONTROL

Products placed on the market

The manufacturer assures this by
affixing the GCC marking on the
product

must fulfil essential requirements.

G

Member States must control that
the products in their markets are in
compliance with the essential
requirements.

This is done by national authorities
using market surveillance
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GAC

G cc ACCREDITATION CENTER

GAC is a multi-economy
Accreditation Body that is
created under the auspices
of the GSO.

GAC is created to cover the
accreditation activities in all
member States

G

Accreditation

accreditation
body “Gulf
Accreditation

Center —

created and
will provide
accreditation
services to all

This will be of benefit in
concluding MRAs and MLAs
within ILAC and IAF
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Harmonization of Standards and
Removal of Technical Barriers to Trade

Exchange of standards development plans.
Exchange of national standards strategies.
Agree on draft standards program that serves the economic

interests of GSO member states

Assess major products being traded among member-states.
Identify nature of the technical barriers to trade being faced.
Agree on common denominator standards (harmonized and

accepted by members).

G
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Technical Regulations

> Horizontal TRs applicable to all types of products or risks:

% General Safety of Products,
%+ GCC Conformity Mark,
%+ Notified Bodies

> Other TRs applicable to specific types of products or risks:

®,
*

®,
*

< Toys
% Low Voltage Electric Products
> Or TRs applicable to a specific product or risk:
% Barley malt
% Motor vehicles-Speed limiters: Technical requirements.

G 23

WTO Membership

|| MemberStae | Dae
- United Arab Emirates (UAE) 1996
Bahrain 1995
Saudi Arabia 2005
Oman 2000
Qatar 1996
6 | Kuwait 1995
Yemen 2014
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WTO Notifications within a Member State

» The standard specialist in charge of the relevant technical
committee or sector fills out the notification form.

» The form is sent to the national point of enquiry.

The national enquiry point to the Central Registry of
Notifications (CRN) at the WTO.

» The national point of enquiry is the contact point to receive
feedback and comments.

» Feedback or comments will be forwarded to the technical
committee or sector.

G
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WTO Notifications

Arabia
28 64 71 14 34 28
2013 |G 42 265 5 49 54
2012 [P 33 250 24 24 50
2011 [ 60 87 39 68 81
2010 [N 106 100 31 83 33
2000 [V 123 101 35 99 7
2008 4 67 26 51 47 9
= 217 495 900 199 404 262
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Shared Objectives

* The TBT notification procedure is an important element of the

WTO agreement.

* Proper implementation can contribute to smart, sustainable

and inclusive growth.

* The GSO takes the opportunity to recommend improvements
that actively contribute to improving the effectiveness of the

procedure.

» The GSO aim to cooperate with WTO to achieve the
objectives of compliance and enhanced transparency

G

WTO Notification Procedure
For GSO TRs
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Challenges and Difficulties

» The process is lengthy and complex
» Often results in confusion and delays
» Creates unnecessary duplication of work

 WTO Members deal with similar documents
from different countries coming at the same
time

GSO TBT Notification and Enquiry Point /’\

» The designation of the GSO as the GSO TBT Notification and
Enquiry Point.
* The role of the GSO TBT Notification and Enquiry Point is
twofold:
— It ensures that GSO technical regulations to be notified at a draft
stage to the WTO.

— ltis also responsible for distributing other WTO Members’
notifications to all interested parties, issue comments on a
notification of another WTO Member, seeks contributions from
all member states, and ensures they are consistent with GSO'’s
policies.

G
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Advantages of GSO TBT Notification
and Enquiry Point

» Reducing the time and effort needed by Member States in
the notification process.

» A single notification instead of 6 or 7 identical notifications.

» A single set of comments rather than re-sending to each of
the notifications.

» Expedite the the process of receiving technical notes and
responding to inquiries.

* It makes it easier to follow-up notifications for members and
enquiry points.

 Significant reduction in the period of completion of GSO
technical regulations’ projects.

G

sufyan@gso.org.sa
GSO: Building for Integration
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