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Notified through the WTO
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Today’s Discussion

• USA Service for Distribution of TBT 

Notifications to Stakeholders – Support for 

Private Sector

• Comments from U.S. Industry on Member 

TBTs – Facts, Trends, and Observations

• Benefits of Private Sector Monitoring and 

Commenting on TBTs via Inquiry Points
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Distributing Member Notifications: 
Best Practices

 Develop and maintain a list of recipients
interested in receiving WTO TBT notifications

 Develop a process to evaluate WTO Member 
notifications to identify issues of interest to your 
own country’s industries

 Some may want to view all notifications
 Others may want to view notifications only 

from certain countries, regions, or impacting 
specific industry sectors
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U.S. WTO TBT Inquiry Point

Distribute WTO TBT Member Notifications and Provide Full Texts
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www.nist.gov/notifyus 

a free, web-based, e-mail registration service
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Notify U.S. Registration Profile of an 
Industry Association Professional
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Example of Customized Alert
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Most Commonly Assigned ICS Codes* 
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Example of TBT Information Sharing
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NIST Reaches Wider Audience for TBT -
GovDelivery
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Most Frequent Users by Industry Sector
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USA WTO TBT Enquiry Point: Circulates USA 
and WTO Member Comments on TBTs

• U.S. entities submit comments on proposed non-U.S. technical 

regulations (TBTs) to the USA Enquiry Point

o USA Enquiry Point distributes comments to:

 appropriate WTO member national enquiry point 

 U.S. government trade/export agencies

• WTO members submit comments on USA measures to USA 

enquiry point 

o U.S. Inquiry Point distributes comments to:

 U.S. government regulators and trade/export agencies 
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Comment Guidance
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USA TBT Comment Activity 2008 - 2013

2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013

USA Comments on WTO 
Member Notifications 

185 153 112 129 192 196
USA Requests for WTO 
Member Extension of 
Comment 108 58 54 94 106 55

USA Information Requests 
to WTO Members 30 19 53 74 48 106
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Industry & Government Working 
Together
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Thank You

Questions, Comments, Further Information:

MaryAnn Hogan, USA WTO TBT Enquiry Point

National Institute of Standards & Technology (NIST)

Email:  ncsci@nist.gov, notifyus@nist.gov

Telephone:  301-975-2918

www.nist.gov/notifyus
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