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German Trade Facilitation Assistance:

· In German understanding Trade Facilitation aims at facilitating the transboundary movement of goods and services and embraces a wide range of possible activities.
· This includes projects aiming at improving the transport chain efficiency, e.g. the extension of trade supportive infrastructure, e.g. roads, ports or security of storage or the improvement of quality and efficiency of harbours in terms of environmental and safety management. Furthermore German Trade Facilitation includes activities enabling RECs to facilitate trade by infrastructure development, such as enhancing institutional capacity to coordinate/moderate and govern the process of regional economic integration, including customs harmonization or strengthening performance of customs authorities by providing advanced training for customs officials in standard customs procedures as well as customs management, customs policy and legislation, international trade law and non-tariff trade rules.
· Trade Facilitation shares the cross-cutting character of Aid for Trade in general. In German development cooperation trade-related assistance is understood as cross-cutting issue in other sectors such as Sustainable Economic Development (including private sector development and economic policy), Rural Development and Food Security, Good Governance/Institutional Capacity Building, Environment and Fisheries. Consequently there are no single AfT programmes but AfT components inter alia in the above mentioned sectors. 

· Financially Germany sticks to the EU commitment of providing 2 billion € (€1 billion EU Commission and €1 billion EU Member States together) of trade-related assistance (TRA) from 2010. Based on its contributions to the EU budget and the European Development Fund (EDF), Germany has decided that its TRA share amounts to a minimum of about €220 million annually from 2010. 

· Almost all German Aid for Trade is implemented through its bilateral cooperation between a partner country and the German government in one of the priority areas of German development cooperation. In principle there are no AfT programmes as such or specific AfT funds – AfT is a cross-cutting issue in the above-mentioned sectors and forms part of German bilateral development cooperation; trade-related support can either be one component of broader sector programmes or the main objective of such programmes. 

· Trade aspects are understood as an incremental part of every country’s path towards economic development and should therefore be included when a partner country designs its national development strategy or relevant sector strategies. German support is aligned with these sector strategies and the respective priorities of the partner countries. In short: German assistance recognises and encourages the ownership of partner countries and is clearly demand-driven. 

· Germany is cooperating with 58 partner countries. In addition, Germany also cooperates with a number of regional economic communities and secretariats. Aid for Trade can be offered to any of these countries and regions provided that an appropriate priority area of support has been agreed between the German government and the government of the respective country (REC secretariat/commission). 

· We encourage our partner countries to increase, with German support if so wished, their efforts to integrate trade-related aspects into their general poverty reduction and national development strategies and implementation plans. On this basis an individual trade policy can be developed that identifies a country’s priority export areas and enables it to elaborate an export strategy. Just like agricultural or industrial policy, trade policy should form an integral part of a country’s economic development strategy, acknowledging the potential of regional and international trade. A trade-related needs assessment should be an integral part of such a process and should be based on the respective strategies.

·  If a partner country needs support in a specific trade-related area and would like to receive German assistance, this need should be tabled and articulated during the negotiations or consultations between the German government and the government of the partner country. The German embassies and missions are pleased to help with the initial contact; in many cases officials from the BMZ are part of the staff and they can provide further information about the procedures relating to German development cooperation. Bilateral agreements between the government of the partner country and the German government form the basis for Germany’s official development assistance. These agreements are concluded at government negotiations, which take place approximately every two years. In the interval between the actual government negotiations, government consultations take place. 
· Specialised German implementing agencies are commissioned by the BMZ to implement trade-related assistance, e.g. GTZ (Deutsche Gesellschaft für Technische Zusammenarbeit), KfW Entwicklungsbank (KfW Development Bank), InWEnt (Capacity Building International), DED (German Development Service), CIM (Centre for International Migration and Development) or PTB (German National Metrology Institute). 

· Above and beyond the bilateral development cooperation the German Government supports also multilateral organisations and funds in the area of Trade Facilitation, but to a significantly less degree 
