WTO TRADE FACILITATION SELF-ASSESSMENT OF NEEDS AND PRIORITIES 

Final Summary Report for The Kingdom of Bahrain
Date: 10-14 October 2009  

Venue: Muscat, Oman

This week officials from various government agencies and private sector conducted an assessment of the needs and priorities of our country in the WTO trade facilitation negotiations.  This was conducted using a special guide based on the proposals in these negotiations and was facilitated by international experts.  The results will assist our representatives to negotiate more effectively on the proposed measures, special and differential treatment and technical assistance and to assist in implementation of the final results of the negotiations.  

A copy of this report will be sent to the WTO Secretariat for purposes of quality control but will remain completely confidential unless permission is granted by our Government to release the results.  This report reflects our situation as of today.   It will be important for our stakeholders to continue to review and update this report as the negotiations progress and to keep up to date with our reforms.  
__________________________________________________________________________________

1. This needs assessment was conducted by representatives from:  
· Geneva based Delegation

· Ministry of Industry and Commerce

· Bahrain Chamber of Commerce & Industry
2. Facilitated by officials from: World Bank, Sweden, WTO, UK & Finnish Customs
3. Number of participants:  3
Among the 48 proposed measures that were considered, identify: 
4. Preparedness: 
· Already compliant with 
18 measures

(38.2%)
· Partially compliant with 20 measures 

(42.5%)
· Not compliant with 6 measures


(12.7%)
· Not applicable with 3 measures


(6.38%)
5. Measures for which we are already in compliance:

	A.4
	Notification

	D.1
	Right of Appeal

	E.2
	Detention

	F.1

L.4(a)

L.4(b)

L.4(c)
	Disciplines on Fees and Charges Imposed on or in Connection with Importation and Exportation

Publication of Fees and Charges - for Transit; 

Periodic Review of Fees and Charges - for Transit

More Effective Disciplines on Charges for Transit - Reduction/Elimination


	Separation of Release from Final Determination and Payment of Customs Duties, Taxes and Fees
	

	G.7
	Expedited Shipments

	I.1

L.8(a)
	Coordination of Activities and Requirements of All Border Agencies

Improved Coordination and Cooperation - for Transit

	J.10
	Option to Return Rejected Goods to the Importer

	K.1
	Objective Criteria for Tariff Classification

	L.2
	Basic Freedom of Transit

	L.3
	Exceptions, Regulations, Restrictions and Non-Discrimination; a) general and security exceptions; b) Regulation; c) Disciplines on Restrictions to Freedom of Transit

	L.6
	Bonded Transport International, Regional or National Customs Guarantee System

	M
	Customs Cooperation

	N
	National Committee on Trade Facilitation


6. Measures for which we are partially in compliance:

	A.1

L.5(a)
	Publication 

Publication For Transit

	A.2
	Internet Publication/Establishment of Official Website

	B.1

L.5(a)
	Interval Between Publication and Entry Into Force

Publication - for Transit

	B.2

L.8(b)
	Prior Consultation and Commenting on New and Amended Rules 

Between Authorities and the Private Sector - on Transit

	B.3
	Regular Consultation 

	C.1
	Provision Of Advance Rulings

	E.3
	Test Procedures

	G.6
	Authorized Traders


	Periodic Review of Formalities and Requirements
	

	J.2

L.5(b)
	Reduction/Limitation of Formalities and Documentation Requirements; 

Periodic Review - for Transit


	Use of International Standards
	


	Acceptance of Commercially Available Information and of Copies
	

	J.5
	Single Window/One-Time Submission

	L.3(d)
	Strengthened Non-Discrimination - for Transit

	L.5(c)
	Reduction/Limitation/Simplification/Adjustment - for Transit

	L.7
	Regional Transit Agreements or Arrangements


7. Measures for which we are not in compliance:

	A.3
	Establishment of Enquiry Points

	G.1
	Pre-Arrival Processing


	Risk Management/Analysis 
	

	G.4
	Post-Clearance Audit

	G.5
	Establishment and Publication of Average Release and Clearance Times

	H.1
	Prohibition of Consular Transaction Requirement


8. Examples of Reasons for Non-Compliance/Barriers to Implementation of the Proposed Measures:
· Disparity between Customs points in terms of procedures and interpretation.

· Lack of legislation.

· Lack of procedure.

· Lack of trained technical staff.
· Requires Risk Managed compliance framework and supporting practices.

9. Examples of  local action we can take to overcome these barriers:

· Standardization & simplification of processes and procedures.

· Documentation and publication of new processes and procedures, including forms.
· Service level agreements are needed between agencies. Accountability must be assigned and enforcement must be adopted.
· Review process to accommodate all trade related inquiries.

· Assign accredited Ministry “focal point” for establishing an inquiry point

· Develop a training programme to train staff on providing trade related information.

· Create consultation mechanism between the public and privet sector to bridge the gaps of understanding on trade facilitation practices.

10. Our top Technical Assistance Needs:

Training needs in:

· Tariff classification.

· Customs valuation.

· Risk Management.

· Legislative drafting.
· Audit.
11. Our top priorities of  Measures to be supported in the Negotiations:

	A.3
	Establishment of Enquiry Points

	I.1

L.8(a)
	Coordination of Activities and Requirements of All Border Agencies

Improved Coordination and Cooperation - for Transit


	Use of  International Standards
	

	L.2
	Basic Freedom of Transit


12. Recommendations for the way forward: 

· Prepare a presentation on the progress achieved within this workshop to discuss with officials in the Ministry Of Industry And Commerce.

· Continue consultation and review with the Trade Facilitation committee for the completion of the needs assessment.
· Present final findings and specify clear assistance requirements with the input of stake holders. 

· Invite further Engagement of the private sector in the needs assessment process to get a clear view on the development needs.

List of Participants:
· Hamad Bin Salman Al Khalifa  
· Khalil Ebrahim AlMuhanna

· Jaffar Salman AlOraibi 
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