STATMENT ON NEEDS ASSESSMENT 

SULTANATE OF OMAN
Thank you Chairperson for giving me the floor to share, briefly and informally, Sultanate of Oman’s experience on the regional Trade Facilitation Needs Assessment workshop, held in Muscat from 10 to 14 October 2009.

Upon request by Gulf Cooperation Council (GCC), the WTO Secretariat offered regional support to conduct needs assessment, facilitated by experts from WTO, WCO, IMF, and EU.

The participants divided into 6 working groups, each group represented one of GCC Country.

In this short statement I will try to summarize the following:

Coordination Meetings:

Before the workshop, GCC Countries held coordination meetings at the GCC headquarter in Riyadh. The objectives of these meetings were to prepare countries for the coming workshop, and to discuss in general the initial steps to be taken by each country.

Subsequently, each country started to study the guide of Trade Facilitation (TF), and the Schedules.

Due to the GCC situation as One Custom Union, the concern body in the GCC secretariat studied the schedules and provided to all GCC Countries their analysis on the proposed measures in relation to the Unified Customs Law. 

The Workshop:
From Oman side, About 30 participants attended the workshop representing 14 relevant Ministries, Government agencies and Private sector. 

47 proposed measures were examined and assessed according to the situation of Oman. The conclusion was:

· 30% is already in compliance such as:

Right of appeal.

Detention.

Test procedures.

· 60% is partially in compliance like:

Internet Publication/ Establishment of official website.

Pre – arrival Processing.

Risk Management/Analysis

· And about 10% not applicable as:

Single Window/One Time Submission.

Authorized Traders.

Recommendations & priorities:
At the closing session of the workshop, Oman presented a report including the recommendations and priorities.

The challenges were identified as:

· Lack of coordination mechanism between stakeholders.

· Need for capacity building in terms of training and human resources development.

· Infrastructure development. 

With regards to the recommendations, emphasis was on the needs of technical assistance in order to implement the proposed measures. These include among others activities as:
· Special workshop on single Window / one –time submission.

· Field visits for relevant officials to countries in the advance stages of implementation of Trade Facilitation. 

·  Capacity building support from specialized organizations on modernization of the current applied systems and measures, to be inconformity with International Standards.  

New development and follow up:
Since the TFNA workshop, the Ministry of Commerce & Industry took the main role to coordinate with other key stakeholders within the National Committee for Trade Facilitation & Transport, to follow up the outcome of the workshop and the negotiations on TF.

At the GCC regional level, several meetings were held, and countries recommended modifying the Unified Customs Law to be in conformity with the expected TF agreement.
We believe that regional cooperation and coordination among GCC countries is effective and constructive. Last week GCC countries held a regional meeting in preparation for this meeting. We agreed to establish an expert working group from all GCC Countries to study the last version of the consolidated text of TF and prepare for the upcoming meeting in March 2010.

Finally, and on behalf of the GCC Countries, the Sultanate of Oman would like to convey its gratitude to WTO and other international organizations for their valuable efforts and effective support. We look forward to further and enhance this cooperation in the future.
Thank you, 
