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EL SALVADOR: FROPOSED AMENDMENT

Insert the fallowing in Article 16 as a new paragraph bi
““l, The provisicne of the firet paragraph of this Artiole shall
not apply %0 such dilateral or multilateral preferences as are
nov in force between the oowntries of Pentral America, inoluding
Fanama, or may be greated im the future."
The grounds for thie emendmsnt are;
(a) E1 Salvador and the other countries of Central America form a
geographical, ethnic end economic unit wvhich, as a result of
historical ancidoent, is at present dismembered.
(b) The political unification of this unit is the supreme objective
of the people of E)l Salvedor and of tho people of Central Ameriloa
generally. 7This is reocognized by the Constitution of El Salvador "
and by the practice followed in the matter of tariffs and other
preferential voguiatione of a Jeygal and economic ocharacter. It is
for thle reasnn tlat there is, besides the Gueneral Customs Teriff,
a8 Central Ana: !san Murift which graants & percentuga reducstion on the
dutise .iabtnd in the Ganeral Tariff in respect of specified artioles
origincting 44 or despatchied fron the Coentral American countries.
Since 196 a Treaty with the Republic of Honduras has also been in
force prov.ding for the irse entry on a reciprocal baeis of produots
origirating la or despatcand from either of the two contracting
countries. Tasee privilegee heve never been extunded to the other
countries witu which Fl Saivador has concluded Agreements, inoluding
the moet-faiouwred-nation clause, because such countries have tacitly
recognized the validlty and raieon d'étre’ of the clause granting
exceptional treatment to Central Americe,
{(c) E1 Salw_sdor's attitude ie determined by two factors:
(1) The need to make concessions to the Central Amsrioan
oouatries, based primarily on the political ideal of
once more achieving a Union. On many occaesians economic
saorifices have been made to this end.
/(2) The
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+.(2) The necesasity of preventing the gemeralization of such

concessions fyom resulting in a collapse of EL Salvador's
economy .

(4) The omission of the Central American excepticnal treatment olause

from the Charter would be tantamount to condeming Central America to

perpetual disun!ty, thus prejudicing its economic, socoial and political

development. ;

(e) It 1o worthwhils pointing out that the wmom'of the

Central American peoples in & single political entity is an esgential

prerequieito to the full development of Central Amerioa, ‘and therefore

eny measure which coincides with the aima of the Conference promotes

such union, like the Central American clause.



