| GENERAL AGREEMENT ~ ACCORD GENERAL SUR LRaTen s

TON TARFFS AND  LES TARIFS DOUANIERS STH/EAz/ma. 2
- TRADE ET LE COMMERCE ORIGINAL: ENGLISH
& FRENCH _

CONTRACTING PARTIES

Barriwrs to the Import and Export of Educational

Scientific and Cultural Material.

Addendum

It will be recalled that the Tariff Negotiations Committee
was informed on‘lhth April that the "Draft Agreemenﬁ on the
Importation of Books, Newspapers and Periodiéélé", which was
mentioned in the letter addressed to the Chairman of the
Contracting Parties by the Direétor‘General 6f the U.N.E.S.C.O.
(Gaﬁt/bP/lé), would be distributed in the near futuré'for the
Information of the Contracting Parties; - A draft agreement

has now been received and is attached hereto.
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DRAFT AGREEMENT TO FACILITATE
THE INTERNATIONAL CIRCULATICN OF PUBLICATIONS.
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The Contracting States,

Convinced that, as declared in the Constitution of the
United Nations Educaticnal, Scientific and Cultural Organization,
the free exchange of ideas and knowledge between reoples is one of
the main conditions of intellectual progress and international
understanding and, consequentl§; of'the estazblishment of world peaée;

Considering that, of all media for the interchange of ideas,

the printed word in all its forms cémmends itself by reaépn of 1its
* lofig' use and is.still,:as regards both duration and accuracy of
expreSSion, one’ of tﬁe most effective instruments of intellectual
intercourse and mass educatioh}

Considering that it is therefore a matter of primary

importance to facilitate the free circulation of publications;
Agree to the following provisions:

Article I
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In the following articles, the word "rublications" shall denote
books,npamphlets, perlodicul pﬁblications, newsrarers, rrinted and
manuscfipt musical scores, geographic or marine maps and charts
posters and, in general, 2ll printed matter intended for the
transmission of ideas or knowledge or other intellectu$1 creations
or attainments, as well as photoqmechanical‘répreductions of the

same,

Article IT

[ —

The Contracting States shall not institute or maintain in their mutual
relations any limitation whatsoever on the entry into their territory

- of the kinds of fublications set out hereunder; but such provision
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shall ndt exclude the levying of taxes, costs, chargcs or dues

defined in the third sentence of Article IV,

()

(b)

(c)

(@)

(e)

(1)

Publications of an educational, scientific or cultural
character, subjéct to the reservations contained in Article
VII. Should the authorities of one of the Contracting
States contest the said character of a publication coming
from another Contracting State, the latter, if it is not

in agreement, may submit the matter to the United Nations
Educaﬁional Scientific and Cultural Organization; the States
undertake to give careful and sympathic consideration to

such friendly rcrresentations as the Qrganization may then

make to thom.

Publications intended for public libraries and collections,
for the libraries aﬁd collections of prublic educational,
research or cultural institutions, as well as cf private
institutions, foundaﬁions or associations of the same

character to which the benefit of this provision shall

~have been granted by the State on whose territory they are

established.

Publications intended for Bureaux or Centres for the
exchange and distribution of publipations. ,
Official Government publications,.that is, official

rarliamentary and administrative documents intended for

information at their place of origin,

Printed publications of the_UnitedANations and its Srecialized

Agencies,

Publications donated te the United Nations Educational,

~ Scientific and Cultural Organization and distributéd by it

or under its supervisioﬁ_and which may not be offered for

sale by the beneficiaries,
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(g) Pﬁblications intended to promote the tourist trade, on
condition that they e pﬂbliuhed or qponsored by an official
tourist organization and addressed by it to a simila:
nationél}organization for distribution free of éharge, and
that they contaiﬁ no rrivate éoﬁmérciil'advertising matter,

(h) Publications in raised characters, for the blind.

Article III

Each of the Contracting States undertakes nct to subject the
publications coming'from another Contracting State to a system of
supervision, Ly means of authorizatibn or prohibition, stricter than

that provided by its legislatién for publications issued in the

nationai territory.

Such supervision mey be exercised in the interes*s of
national secu£it&; the maintenance of public énd social order; the
restraint of the circulation of and traffic'in immorel and obscene
publications; the protectlon of authors'’ and publishers' copyright
in reqpect of forbidden translations or roproductloas.v

Article IV

Subject to the proviéions of Articie VII, each of the Contracting
tates undertakes to abolish all customs duties on:publications coming
from another Contracting Staté. Such abolition éhall'include the
waiver of all costs, taxéé, charges or dues which are uot levied to
the same extent on;rubliéatiéné40f national oriéih.z It:shgll not,
however, entall the abolition'bf taxes, costs, ch;rgas or dues relating
to the importation of auy artiélés whatéoever, inciuding articles
imported duty-free, in p#fticuldr of statistics ah& stamp duties,
| Article V |

" Each of the Contrhcting States, WHéée'légiélatiOn does not establish

~an exchange control system, undertakes not to anb)ect the importation

of publications from another Contracting ﬁtaue to anv quantitative
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restriction, by the fixing of quotaes, either of quantity or value.
If }ts 1awé'dr regulations require for all imports the deliveny of
a document,sdch a8, for instance, an import License, that document,
as f;r as publications are conéerned, should have no other purpose‘
fhan the formal administrative processing of the importation. The
Contraéting'Statps undertake; howevér,to'waive this reéuirement as
far as possible, .

If the restriptioné imposed by cne of the Contracting States
should give rise to representations from another Contracting State,
the former shall make known the reasons justifyin' the rastrictiona
to the International Trade Orgwnlz&tion (prov1siona] 1y, to its
Interim Commission) and to ‘the United Nations Educational, Scientific
and Cultural Orgsnization, and shall accord sympathic considertaion
to auch friendly rerresentations. as the latter moy then make to i

" Article VI

1st variant B 2nd variant = 3rd varizat

If the legislation of If the legislaticn of . If the lcblslatlon of
one of the Contracting one of the Contracting one of the Contracting

- States establishes a ~ States establishes a . States establishes a

© system of exchange  system of exchange system of exchange
control, that State control, that State - control, that State
undertakes to grant undertakes to grant uwndertakes to grant

the necessary currency the ncccscury curroency  as far as possible

. for the importation of for the importation of the necessary currency

publications. rublications of an for the importation
' educational, scientific of publications.
and cultural character.
Disputes as to the said
character shall be
decided in accordance
with the rrovisions of
Article ITI (a).
‘As regards. other kinds
of publications, the
Contracting States
undertake to grant the
necessary currency as far
as possible,
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Article VII
Exceptionally, the Contracting States shall have the right to exclude
from the application of Articles IV, V and VI : |

1st variant 2nd varient ~ 3rd variant

Publications from Publications from - Publications from abroad

abroad in their abroad in their in their official

official language(s), official language(s), language(s), which are

which are also which serve the same also published

rublished purgose as domestic domestically, or which

domestically rublications. are printed on behalf of
2 domestic publishing
firm. -

4th variant 5th variant

Publications from abroad in Publications firom abroad in their

their official language(s), ~official languageB).

which serve the same purpose
as damestic publications, or
which are rrinted on behalf
of a domestic rublishing firm.

The Contracting States shall have the same option as regards de luxe
editions, whether bound or unbound.
Article VIII

The Contracting States undertake to continue their cammon efforts
to pron‘zoté by all means the free circulation of publications, and,
in the first instance, to abolish or reduce as far as possible all
such restrictions to free circulat;ion ‘as are not i-eferred £o in the
present agreement, Moreover, each of them undertakes to.adopt the
aprropriate administrative measures for the s:lmpl!gficétién as far as
possible of formalities concerning the importation of publications,

| Article IX | |
The English and French texts of this Agreement shall be regarded as
equally authentie. The Agreement .‘ ahall‘.ranain oren for signature
by all Member States of the United Nations Educational, Scientifiec
and Cultural Organization, all Members of the United.Nations‘ and any
non-member State to which an invitation may 'ave been addressed by
the Executive Board of the United Nations Educational, Scientific agd
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| Cultural Organization.
The Agreement shall come into force when it has been
ratified or accépted by ten such States.,

' Ratifications and acceptaﬁées shall become effective on
the deposit with the Secretary-General of the United Nations of
formal instruments pertaining thereto. '

~ Article X &
' Tﬁe States which are Parties to this Agreement on the date of its
cofning into force shall take all the necessary measure\s for its

implementation within a period of six months.

?

For States which may subscrihe to it at a later date; ’ thia‘ p
reriod shall l_;e. three months from the date of the derosit of the |
’-instmment of ratifioation or acceptance.

Within six months of the expiration of the period mentioned
in paragraphsv 1 and 2 of this Artiele, the Contracting States shall
inform the United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural
Organization of the measures which they have taken for such
imrlementation. |

The United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural
Organization shall transmit this information to all the signatory
‘states, z
| Article XI |
Any ccnttacting State may at the time of signature or the deposit
of its formai instrument of accertance or at any time whereafter
declare by notification addressed to the Secretary-General of the
. United Nations that the present Agreement shall extend to all or any
of the territories for the foreign relations of which it is
responeible in any earacity, and this Agreement shall extent to the
territory or territ.oriea named in the notification as from t.hg

thirtieth day after the date of receipt by the,Secretary-General of
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the United Nations of this notification,
‘Article XIT

After the expiration of five years from the d ate of the coﬁing Zato
force Qf the rresent Agreement, any Contracting State ﬁay; on its
~own behalf, or on behalf of any of the territories for the foreign
relatidns of which it 1s respensible in any capacity, denounce this
Agfeement by an instrument in writing deposited with the Secretary-
General of the United Nations.

The dennnciation shall take effect one year after the date
'of receipt of the instrument of notification.
Article XIII |

The Secretén&QGenéral of the United Nations shall notify all Member
States of the United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural.
Organization, all Members of the United Nations, and such non-member
~ States as maj have been invited to adhere to. the present Agreement
of the receirt of all the instruments of ratificaztion, accertance
and denunci#tibn rrovided for in the preceding'Articles.

- Article XIV a

In accordance with Article 102 of the Charter of the United Nations,
?he pfesent Agreement shall be registered by the Secfetany-General
of the United Nations on the date of 1ts coming into force.

| In Faith Whercof the undersigned, dﬁly authorized, have

signed the present Agreement on behalf of their respecti#e Governmenﬁs.
Done at = tb;s

daf of - } one thousand nine»hundred and

in a single copy which shall rnmain deposited in the archivea of the
Uhited Nations, and certified true copies of which shall be delivered
to all the Member States of the Unlted-Nations Educational, Scientific
and Cultural Organization, to Members of the United Nations and to
ithe non-member Statea referred to in paragraph 1 of Article IX,




