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TRADE ET LE COMMERCE ORGINAL: ENGLSH-

CONTRACTING PARTIES.

Barriers to the Import and Export of Educational

Scientific and Cultural Material

Revision of Draft Agreement Contained in

Document GATT/CP/12/Add. 2

DAFT AGREEMENT TO
FACILITATE THE INTERNATIONAL
CIRCATION OF PUBLICATIONS

The Contracting States,

hCveidenc that, as declared in the Constitution of the United

SnNations Educationacientific and CulturalOrganization, the free

exchange of ideas and knowledge between peoples is neo of the main

coinitino sof intellectualprogress andinternational understandingand,

consequently, of the establishment of world peace;

Considering that, of all media for the interchange of ideas, the

printedword n.all its forms cenommds itsef by reason of its long

established useand is still, asengards both duration and accuracy. of

expression, one of the most effective instruments of intellectual inter-

course and mass education;

Considering that it is therefore a matter of primary importance to

facilitate the free circulation of publications;

Have, therefore, agre to the following provisions :

ARTICLE I

In.het following articles t,heword bl"puications bhaslenldote

books, htamtslep iordical publications, newspapers, printednbd

manaursipt, musical scores, geographic or marine maps and charts, posters
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and In general, all printed matter intended for the transmission of

ideas or knowledge or othor intellectual creations or attainments, as

well as photo-mechanical reproductions of the same.

ARUTICLE II

The Contracting States shall not institute or maintain in their

mutual relations any limitation whatsoever on the entry into their terri-

tory of the kinds of publications set out hereunder; but such provision

shall not exclude the levying of taxes,, costa, chargss or dues defined n,
the third seenx\te of ArticlIV.e

(aVarA)ian1t Variant 2

Publicaotins of an educational, Publications of an educational,

scieintcfi or cultural character. scientific or cultural character

should the authorities ooeffno subject to the reservations

the Contracting States contest contained in ArticVII.le

the said character of a pub- Should the authorities ofn oe

licaticominong from another of the Contracting ,Steats

Cntdcagingsatale, the latter, contest the said character of

f it is'not in agreement, may a publication coming from

submit the matter to the United another Contracting State, the

Nations Educational, Scientific latter, if it is not in agree-

and Cultural Organization; the ment, may submit the matter to

States undertake to give careful the United Nations Educational,

and sympathetic consideration to Scientific and Cultural Organ-

such friendly representationcas ization; the States undertake

the Organization may then make to give careful and sympathetic

to them. consideration to such friendly

representations as the

Organization may then make to

them.
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(b) Publications intended for public libraries and collections, for the

libraries and collections of public educational,research or cul-

tural institutions, as well as of private institutions, foundations

or associations of the same character, to which the benefit of this

provision shall have been granted by the State on whose territory

they are established.

(c) Publications intended for bureaux or centres for the exchange and

distribution of publications.

(d) Official government publications, that is, official, parliamentary

and administrative documents released to the public at their place of

origin.

(e) Printed publications of the United Nations and the Specialized

Agencies.

(f) Publications donated to the United Nations Educational, Scientific

and Cultural Organization and distributed by it or under its super-

vision and which may not be sold by the beneficiaries.

(g) Publications intended to promote tourism, on condition that they are.

published or sponsored by an official tourist organization and

addressed by it to a similar national organization for dIstributtion

free of charge, and that they contain no private commercial

advertising matter.

(h) Publications in raised characters., for the blind.

ARTILIE III

Each of the Contracting States undertakes not to subject the pub-

lications coming from another Contracting State to a system of super-

vision, by means of authorization or prohibitions, stricter than that

provided by its legislation for publications issued in its owm territory.

Such supervision may be exercised in the interests of national

security; the maintenance of public and social order; the suppression of
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the circulation of and traffic in immoral and obscene publications; the

protection of authors' and publishers' copyright in respect of forbidden

translations or reproductions.

ARTICLE IV

Subject to the provisions of Article VII, each of the Contracting

States undertakes to abolish all Customs duties on publications coming

from another contracting State. Such abolition shall include the

waiver of all costs, taxes, charges or dues which are not levied to the

same extent on publications of national origin. It shall not, however,

entail the abolition of taxes, costs, charges or dues relating to the

importation of any articles whatsoever, including articles imported duty-

free, in particular of statistics and stamp duties.

ARTTCLE V

Each of the Contracting States, whose legislation does not establish

an exchange control system, undertakes not to subject the importation of

publications from another Contracting State to any quantitative

restrictions, by the fixing of quotas, either of quantity or value. If

its laws or regulations require for all imports the delivery of a document

such as, for instance, an import licence, that document as far as

publications are concerned, should have no other purpose than to ensure

the formal administrative requirements with regard to the importation.

The Contracting States undertake, however, to waive this requirement as

far as possible.

If the restrictions imposed by one of the Contracting States should

give rise to representations from another contracting State, the former

shall make known the reasons justifying the restrictions to the Inter-

nationral Trade Organization (provisionally, to its Interim Commission) and

to the United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organizations,

and shall give sympathetic consideration to such friendly representations

as either or both may then make to it.
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ARTICLE VI

1st variant 2nd variant 3rd variant

If the legislation of If the legislation of If the legislationof

one of the Contracting one of the Contracting one of the Contracting

States establishes a States establishes a States eatablisha

system of exchange system of exchange system of exchange

control, that State control, that State control, thatstate

undertakes to grant undertakes to grant undertakes togrant

the necessary the necessary currency as far as possible,

currency for the for the importation the necessarycurrency

importation of of publications of an for the importation

publications. educational, scien- of publications.

tific and cultural

character. Disputes

as to the said charac-

ter shall be decided

in accordance with the

provisions of Article

II(a).

As regards other kinds

of publications, the

Contracting States

undertake to grant the

necessary currency as

far as possible.

ARTICLE VII

The Contracting States shall have the right as an exceptionto

exclude from the application of Articles IV, V and VI:
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1st variant

Publications from

abroad in their

official lan-

guage(s), which

are also pub-

lished in the

national

territory.

2nd variant 3rdvariant

Publications from Publications from

abroad in their abroad in their

official lan- official lan-

guage(s) which guag(s), which

serve the same are also pub-

purpose as pub- lished in the

lications issued national terri-

in the national tory, which are

territory. printed on

behalf of a

publishing firm

established in

the national

territory.

4th variant

Publications

from abroad in

their official

lanlguge(s),

which serve the

same purpose

as publications

issued in the

national terri-

tory, or which

are printed on

behalf of a

publishing firm

established in

the national

territory.

5th variant

Publications from abroad

in their official

language(s).

The Contracting States shall have the same option as regards de luxe

editions, whether bound or unbound.

ARTICLE VIII

The Contracting States undertake to Continue their common efforts

to promote by all means the free circulation of publications, and, in

the first Instance, to abolish or reduce as far as possible all such

restrictions to free circulation as are not referred to in the present

agreement. Moreover, each of them undertakes to adopt the appropriate

administrative measures for the simplification as far as possible of

formalities concerning the importation of publications.
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ARTICLE IX

The present Agreement, of which the English and French texts are

equally authentic, shall bear to-day's date and remain open for sig-

nature by all Member States of the United Nations Educational, Scientific

and Cultural Organization, all Members of the United Nations, and any

non-Member State to which an invitation may have been addressed by the

Executive Board of the United Nations Educational, Scientific and

Cultural Organization.

The Agreement shall be ratified on behalf of the signatory States

in accordance with their respective constitutional procedures.

The instruments of Ratification shall be deposited with the

Secretary-General of the United Nations.

ARTICLE X

The States referred to in paragraph 1 of Article IX may accept the

present Agreement from ...... Acceptance shall become effective

on the deposit of a formal instrument with the Secretary-General of the

United Nations.

ARTICLE IX

The present Agreement shall come into force as from the date on

which the Secretary-Gneralr of the United Nations receives instruments

of ratification or acceptancoe from etn States.

ARTICLE XII

The States Parties ot the present Agreement on the date of its

coming into force shall take all the necessary measures for its

execution within a period of six months.

For States which may deposit their instruments of ratification or

acceptance after the date of the Agreement's coming into force, this

period shall be three months from the date of the deposit of the

instrument of ratification or acceptance.
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Within six months of the expiration of the period mentioned in

paragraph 1 and 2 of this Article, the Contracting States shall inform

the United Nations Educational Scientific and Cultural Organization of

the measures which they have taken for such execution.

The United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organi-

zation shall transmit this information to all the signatory States.

ARTICLE XIII

Any Contracting State may, at the time of signature or the

deposit of its formal instrument of ratification or acceptance, or

at any time thereafter, declare by notification addressed to the

Secretary-General of the United Nations, that the present Agreement

shall extend to all or any of the territories which it represents

as regards foreign relations.

ARTICLE XIV

After the expiration of five years from the date of the coming

into force of the presentAgreement, any Contracting State may, on

its own behalf or on behalf of any of the territories which it

represents as regards foreign relations, denounce this Agreement by

an instrument in writing deposited with the Secretary-General of the

United Nations.

The denunciation shall take effect one year after the receipt

of the instrument of notification,

ARTICLE XV

The Secretary-General of the United Nations shall inform the

States referred to in paragraph 1 of Article IX of the deposit of all

the instruments of ratification and acceptance provided for in Articles

IX and X, as well as of the notifications and denunciations provided

for respectively in Articles XIII and XIV.
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ARTICLE XVI

In accordance with Article 102 of the Charter of the United

Nations, the present Agreement shall be registered by the Secretary

General of the United Nations on the date of its coming into force.

In faith whereof the undersigned, duly authorized, have signed

the present Agreement on behalf of their respective Governments.

Done at this

day of one thousand nine hundred and

in a single copy which shall remain deposited in the archives of the

United Nations, and certified true copies of which shall be delivered to

all the Member States of the United Nations Educational, Scientific and

Cultural Organization, to Members of the United Nations and to the non-

Member States referred to in paragraph 1 of Article IX.


