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1. The fburth meeting of -the Committeec of Farticipating Countries provided for in
the Protocol Relating to Trade Negotiations Among Developing Countries was held

on 10 April 1974 under the Chairmanship of lMr. Amaury Bier (Brazil).

2. The draft agenda for the meeting contained in document CPC/W/7 was adopted.

Special meeting of the Committee of Participating Countries

3. The Chairman drew attention to the swmrary of the discussion at the first
special meeting of the Coumittec held in November 1973 concerning possibilities for
further expansion of trade among developing countries which was circulated in
document CPC/S/2. He indicated that another speccial meeting of the Committee open
to all interestecd developing countrics had been scheduled to take place on 1 April.
Because delegations needed more time to consider possible approaches for oxpanding
the Protocol, it had beecn decidcd, however, to defor the special niceting.

4+  Scveral members, in noting that the Protocol was open for accession to all
developing countricsy stated that usc of the Protocol eas a mcans for cxpanding tradc
among devcloping countrics should not losc pomentwi. In this respect, it would be
desirablc to maintain contact with delcgations which had attonded the special
nceting of .the Committee with a vicw to cncouraging them to makc usc of tho
procedures for accosgsion discusscd at the spociel rcoting (CPC/S/1). Thesc members
considered that a further spceial niceting of the Comiittoc of Participating Countrics,
to which non-participating countrics would be invited, should be hold in May 1974

in ordcr to providc an opportunity for dologations to uxpruss their vicws rogarding
the possible utilization by their governmconts of the accession procedurcs. With a
vicw to cncouraging participation by as many delcgations as possible in thoe noxt
spceial mecting, the Chailrman of the Committee, reprosentatives fron porticipating
countrics and the scerotariat might contact dolcgations fron intorcsted developing
countrics. It was also suggested that the attention of the Inforial Group of
Duveloping Countrics in GAIT be drown to the possibilitics offurcd by the Protocol to
expand tradc cxchanges anong developing countrics on a preferential basis and in this
respect; fo the intention to convene a further special weoting of the Cormittoc of
Participating Countri:s.
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5. In swziing up thc discussion, the Chairiian noted broad agreonent that a
speeial nceting of the Cormittee of Participating Countrics, to which non-~
particip-~ting dcveloping countrics would be invited, should be convened if.
possiblc, during thc month of May. Dcolegations attending this mecting would
bc cxpeeted to indicatc thuir governmonts' vicws on the use of the procedures
for acccssion to thc Protocol containcd in document CPC/S/1 and to put forward
any spucific suggoestions thoy riight have in this rospect.

Enlargenicnt of thc scopc of concessions anong participating countrics

6. In noting that thc existing concessions had constituted only a first step
towards the liboerclization of trade among doveloping countries, scveral nenmbers
supported the suggestion put forward by sonc delugations at the previous nceting
of thc Committce that ncgotiations might be initiated with the ain of enlarging
the scope of thu concessions anong participating countrics. These nenboers
expressed the hope that, in thce long run, substantially all trade among the
participoating countries night come under the terrnis of the Protocol. Refercnce
was alsc nmade to. the nced for cxpanding the trade of devoeloping countries which
had becn rccognized in the Tokyo Declaration and to thoe desirability of
considcring the rcduction or cliriination of non-tariff barricrs, such as
quantitative restrictions, anong participating countrics.

7. Onc dolcegation proposcd that a new round of ncgotiations anong participating
countries should havc the following objectives: (1) expansion of the product
coverage of the Protocol; (2) improved tariff cuts on the products already in
the schedulc of concussions; and (3) whore possible the climination of other
obstacles to tradc arong participating countrics. To this end, interested
participating countrics night start bilatceral consultations arong therisclves on

a product-by-product basis, or on sone cther basis agrecd by the partics
conccrned, as soon as possiblc, The rcesults of such consultations would be
notificd to all participating countri:s through the scerctariat.

8. Sone nembers indicated a readiness to coimicnce negotiations with other
participating countrics for incrcasing margins of prcefercnce and enlarging the
scope of «xisting concessions, as w.ll as for elinminating non-tariff barriocrs.
However, soric of thesc ncmbers expressed reservations on the tining of the
proposcd ncgotiations due to their prcoccupation with other prossing problems in
world tradc and to the dclay in ratifying the Protocol on the part of sone
signatory countrics. In their view, a new round of ncgotiations anong
participating countrics might be initiatced after thoe completion of ratification
procedures by all signatory countries and the termination of the technical
preparatory work which might be roquired, hopefully not later than Junc 1975.

9. In rcferring to certain of the points raiscd, the represcntative of the
secrctariat suggested that because of the uncertaintics generated by rccent
events, governilents were undoubtedly in the process of rovicwing their

international tradc rclations in the light of balance of payments and other



CPC/8
Page 3

questions. It would secia that, as part of an overall approach to comecrcial
policy, it might bo appropriate to consider the exchange of furthcr concessions
in the francwork of the Protocol withh the objective of increasing tradc awong
developing countrics. Participating countrics night utilize the procodurcs

and steps outlined in docwaent CPG/S/1 to explorc the possible exchange of
additional concessions aiong thouselves. They umight start by exanining thoir
lists of exports in order to identify products, other then thosc included in
the schedule of concessions attached to the Protocol, on which it might be
worthwhilc exploring the possibilitics of expanding cxports to the narkcets of
other countriecs participating in the arrangement. Lists containing the rcsults
of thc exanination could be complcted within three nonths, that is by the tinc
of thce next necting of the Committec. Information night then be compiled, with
the assistance of the sceretariat, on the nature of the problens confronting
the products appearing in thosc lists in the inport markots of other developing
countries, in order to detcrivine whether it might be feasible to explorce the
possible exchange of concessions.

10. Referring to the proposals to consider possibilitics of cxchanging
concessions on non-tariff barricre, the represcntative of the sccercetariat said
that the sccretariat could list the itoiws appearing in the mutual trade of
developing countries which attracted quantitative restrictions and other

relevant non-tariff barricrs. This had been done at th. tiiic thc Protocol

itself was negotiated and tho sccretariat could review and update the information.

11. In swiming up the discussion, the Chairnan noted that nuubers gencrally
supported the proposal to enlarge the sccpe of the concessions contained in the
Protocol. 1In this conncxion, there was substantial support for tho suggestion
that participating countrics should begin preparations for a new round of trade
negotiations. For this purpose, mcimbers would no doubt keoup in mind the
proccdurcs suggested in secretariat note CPC/S/1 and way be ready to discuss this
natter further at the next necting of the Cormittec. As to action on non-tariff
barricrs, ncabers may also wish to coek advice frow capitals prior to the next
meeting, so that furthoer consideration could be given to this aspect.

Ratification of the Protocol

12. The Chairman suggested that pending ratification it might perheps be possible

for countrices which had not coupleted ratification procedures to inmplonent the
concessions in tho Protocol on a de facto basis. The represontative of Chile
stated that his Guvernment had completed the ratification of the Protocol and
that the instruwient of ratification weould be subritted shortly. The
representative of Greece stated that the Protocol had becn subnitted to the
Council of Ministcrs for ratification. The process of ratification was oxpectod
to be concluded in about one ionth's time. The represcentative of Mexico said
that congressional ratification of the lrotocol had been completed on

7 March 1974, but that excecutive acticn was still pending. The representative
of Uruguay said that ratification by his country was still pendirg. Application
of the Frotocol on a dc facto bacis was not possible in Uruguay duc to the lack
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of legal authority by his country's adninistration. The represcntative of the
Philippincs stated that soiw progross had been made towards the complotion of
ratification by his country.

13. The Committee urged thoss countries which have not yot completed
ratification proccdurcs to make cvery effort to do so at an carly date.

Cortification of orizin

14. The Chairian rccalled that at the last nceting of the Comittce,
participating countrics and countrics that had signed but not yet ratified the
Protocol had beocn asked to supply to the sccretariat the information needed for
the preparation of a consolidatod documcnt on the rules and certification of
origin. As sone information was still pcnding, the Cociittec reiterated its
aeppeal for prouipt subnission of all necessary dotails by the countrics concerned.

15. The repres:ontative of Turkey said that substantially all the information
concerning his country appeared in docurent INT(73)11/Add.13 and that the

renaining starip impressions would be supplicd soon.

16. It was also rccalled that at the last nceting of the Committec,
participating countricz had becn requcsted to communicatc to tho secretariat by
the end of March, details of any problens concerning cortification of origin
which they nmight have cxperienced in their trading relationships under the
Protocol. Neo inforimation had so far bcen received. Participating countrics
were invited to corrmunicatc any relcvant information to the scceretariat by

the end of May, keeping in mind that such details would be requircd for the
revicw of the rulcs of origin provided for in paragiaph 5 of Annex A of tho
Protocol.

Reporting procedurcs for annual revi. w

17, The Comaittec toock note that the first rcport to the CONTRACTING PARTIES on
the operation of thc Protoccl was duc in 1974 ard decided that participating
countrics should subniit to the secrotariat by mid-Septerber details if svailable
on irports of the itens included in the list of concessions, as suggcsted in
docunient CPC/W/6. This would nake it possible to present the Committee's report
to a neeting of the Council prior te the thirticth session of the CONTRACTING

PARTIES.

Elcction of officers

18. The Chairman rocallcd that under the procedures adopted by the Cormittee
in May 1973 (CPC/1), thc Chairman and Vice-Chairman would bo appointed on an
alphabetical country rotation bacis, using the Fronch language, for a period

of six wmonths. Igypt, Israel, Pakistan and Tunisia indicated that thoy would
not wish to ascuric the Chairmanship or the Vicc~Chairianship of the Cormittec.
Accordingly, thce next Chairiian would be provided by Spain and the Vice-Chairman

by India.
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19. The representative of Spain Mr. H. Villar, assumcd the Chairmanship of thc
Committee for the forthcoming period.

Next mecting

20, It was agreed that the datc of the next regular quarterly meeting of thc
Committec would be established by the Chairman in consultation with delegations.



