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COMMUNICATION FROM THE PERMANENT
MISSION OF AUSTRIA

The following communication, dated 14 February 1985 and addressed to the
Director-General, has been received from the Permanent Mission of Austria.

Upon instruction of my authorities I have the honour to request you to
convene, in accordance with Article VII:2(c) of the International Dairy
Arrangement, the Committees of the Protocols Regarding Certain Milk Powders,
Milk Fat and Certain Cheeses for a joint special meeting. The purpose of this
meeting should be to redefine the levels of the actual minimum prices which
date from September 1981.

Austria is encountering serious difficulties with her exports on the
international dairy market. The actual minimum prices do not any longer
reflect the current market situation. Not only has the world market price of
dairy products fallen considerably, but has the development of the exchange
rate of the US dollar alone resulted in an increase of the minimum prices of
about 30 per cent. It is evident that the minimum prices do no longer
correspond to the realities thereby endangering the validity and efficiency
of the Arrangement.

Austria therefore requests to fix new minimum prices as stated below for
the following products:

Whole milk powder: to US$750 per ton f.o.b.
Skimmed milk powder: to US$530 per ton f.o.b.
Butter: to US$850 per ton f.o.b.

Austria hopes that her request would be dealt with without delay. Should
the negotiations not produce an early and satisfactory result, Austria must
reserve her right to take appropriate measures for safeguarding her interests.

I would therefore, be gratefut, Sir, if you could convene a joint
meeting of the above mentioned Protocols for Friday, 22 February 1985.
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