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On behalf of the Governmont of the Republic of Indonesla, the Indonosian
delega.tion Yrings greet:l.r;ge to you and also extends its thanks €or the-
invita.tion to attend this International Trade and Fmployment Con‘t’orence. Let
me state in the Pirst pla.ce thet we wholoheartedly welcoms the croation of
" the International Trade Orgenizetion. From a general point of view, we are
"convinced that only through international action and consultation ce.n the

purposes and ob,,ectives laid down in Cheptor I-of the trade cha.rter of the '
ITO be- achieved. Yo' ,particxﬂ.a:ly welcome the ITO because my country is. )
one whioh though rich in resources , has up to now beon denied the fruita

of & proper and speedy economic development. Though providing Q:‘O&'b
potentia.lities a.nd possibilities for industrial developmont, our resourcee . :
have as yot roma.ined rela.tively untepped. . Article 8 of Chapter III, which, *
deals with the importe.uoe of economic development, 4s in this respect,
“'theroi’ore not without significa.uce for us, :

We a_lso pled.ge ourselves te adhere 1o Article 12 of Chanter III of the
Dra.i’t Cha.rter, in respect of iuternationa.l investment for economic: development.
What 1s contained 1n the paragraphs of the Article Just mentioned has, from
the very s'l:art of ' ou.r existence 28 a free country, been one of the guiding -
principles of nv Govemment in its econamic policy. - ‘ '.I!he Governments of the:
Republio of Ind.onesia win welcoms and eéncourage, in complete e,ccord ‘witi“ ,
Article 12, foreisn 1nves‘anents in all fields, in order to ra.iee the e

SeirT

productivs capa.oity of the countzv' w Government is prepared to: give the At
neceaea.'ry incent*ve to foreign economic interests willing to take up econom:lo
activities” 4n Ind.onesia. Such incentives can be given in the form of speoia.. ’
Govermment e.saistance in accordance with Article 13 - regard:l_ng governmental
a.ssiete.nce “to economic development - and also in the field of ta.xea, duties; s
etc," We pledge to- bin.d ourselves by Saction A of Chapter IV, dea.lins Hif-h
‘oariﬁ’e, preferences, in’oerna.l taxation, and regulation, = . , -
© The” Bepublic of Indenssia he.s never believed in the dishonest practioe
of" unile.teral confiacation. It is the firm belief.of my Government that, in:
adhering to the” principles emu;cie.ted. ebove, we ngt only serve the interests*
of owr’ own population, but vhe.t is even more importa.nt, 'l'.he large common
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interests of all cowntries in improving opportunities foxr employment, by
enhancing the produwctivity of labowr, by increasing the demands for goods
and eervices, by contridbuting to a balanced global econowy, by expanding
international trade, and by reising the levels of real income as specified
in Article 8 and the subsequent articles of Chapter. ITI,

Indcpesia 18 = nation vith & great past and a greater future in
Southeast Asie; blessed with epormous resources of raw materials ami wanpover,
Indonesia is ready to play & pexrt worthy of its geographic and economic
position in the world of todsy and temorrow,

The delsgation vhich I have the hcaour to represent has coms here in a
spirit of duty to acquaint this Conference - and through this” conference t.he
world et largs - with the huge potentialities of my country, whose _grea.'b
wealth of rew materials, agricultural and mineral, has been known to the world
for the past thousand yoars, It is in tho spirit of "live end let live” that
we have coms here ’co acquaint you with wiat my country can offer ‘the world
end what we expect in returm, so that not only peace but material wa].l-‘being
can quickly be realized in Southsast Asia, one of the main troubls spots in
the world today, : : : k

Porhaps 1t might be as well if T should outline o thia Canfemncé 8"
few facts about Indonesie, The Indonssiad Archipelago cousists of the .
Greater Sunda Islande campaising Java, Sumatra, Bormeo and Calebes, ther' ';
Lesser Sunda Telands embracing Beli, Sumbeve, Timor and Molucoas, and ans-half’
of New Guinea, ' The total land swface comprises an area of t;vo nillion
square kilometres, with an estimated population of 71 millions., The density
of population works out to an average of 35 psr square lcllometré. The
last census wes taken in 1530, when the total population was retumed. as
nearly 6l-millions, At that time the mumber of Indonesians was a shade over
59 millions; Dwtchmsn, Furdsians of Dutch doscent,-and non-Dutch Eurcpeans
totalled a quartex miJJ.ion, the Chinese returned the figure of one and & .
quarter million; while peoples of other Asiatic countries resident in _'
Indonesia accounted for Just over & hundred thousand. ’ T .

Owing to the Pacific War and the difficult conditions in which we have '
lived after the Japanese swrrender we have not been able to ta.ke 8 censue.
However, basing our estimate on a natural increass of 15 por cent per annum,
we reckon the present populstion of the Indonesian Archipelago 'e.jb 71 mildions,

I etress this point particularly in connection with 'the propoéed fommla
outlined in the Appendix to the Draft Charter for dete:rining the number of
votes to be allocated to each member, end in this comection I wish to make
speclal reference to Formuls A, In Table A, page 66 the Netherlands is
stated as representing a population of 80 millions, This figure shou.ld be
broken down as follows: ten millions in Holland; half a million in Surinam

‘ - ‘ [and Curacao;
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and Cura.cao; a.nd Tl milidons in the Indonesian Aréhipelago & consldersble
.propor‘tion of vhich are in the terri‘bory of the Republic of Indonesia. In
view of theae fac‘bs ) We canpot agree with the statement that the Dutch shouwld
be credited with repreaenting 80 miliion peoples The Mohammadans form. an
overwhelming majority ‘of the population , the rinorities being Christians,
both Protestants and Catholics, and Buddhistic Hindus. But vhatever the
religious outlook of eny Indonesian may be, he is determined that the
cotmtry shall be free, '.I'ho_ ‘oasis of our society from the dawn of history
up to.nov is what is kmown as "Adat", wvhich is & code of conduct &nd'e
. pattern of beixayioxi.r prescribed by customary, wnwritten laws, This,
together with religion, has always given our socisty, & democratic
.orientation and proved our best’ guarantee against the emergence of unwalcome
' political ideologiaa. :
N Of this vast population of TL millions » 85 per cent are peaaante.
;Going by the 1930 census, only 7 out of 100 could resd or -write. The number
of med.ica.l doctors in prewar Indonesia to serve a population of nearly
61 milliong was only twelve hundred - one doctor to look after the health
. needs of 60,000 people scattered over an extensive land surface.
A word novw about economic conditions in prewar Indonesia, The getting

is tha'b of a typical coloniel economy, l.e,, and e@ort economy, During
. the twenuy years ending 1939, Indnnesia exported goods to a total value ot
13,000 million dollers. Imports for the same period vere 8,000° million

. dollars, wlth an export balance of S ,000 million dollara ) which ‘works out
 to an average of 250 million dollars a year. The trade volume for the.
 same tventy yeaTs vas 30,000 million dollars, equal to an annusl volume
Lof 1 ,500 million dolla.rs. Let me pick one typical year to show you what
conditioua were like. In 1938 the excess of exports over imports netted
300 million dollars. OfF this vast sum of money, only 38 milliop dollars
went to the Indonesien population, which made up 98 per cent of the entire
population. The remaining 262 million dollars went to the non-Indonesian
population of two per cent. You can eather from this that the living -
. standard of the Indonesians was deplorable end all the more 80 beceuse
. Indonesia has been and continues to be a country vith 1mmense resources
of raw ma.terials. _ -

- 1922 the avera.ge Indoneaian wage ‘was sixteen centa & day for the
single working mem'ber of 8 fe.mily of five. This works out at three ‘cents _
& day per person. By 1933 the average wage of the Indonesian h&d eunk‘ to . ¢
five cents a das - one cent per person per da,y

”“/Itiim be
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It vl be noticed that the netional income of the Indonesieme ‘showed
& steady deterioration over the years. While in 1929 -the Indonesian -
popula.tion of 6 millione earned 2,000 million dolla.re s in 1933 “the i’igure
-had dropped to 850 million dolle.re s with a elight rise to- 1,000 million
.dollars in 1937 It muet of cou.ree, be berne in nind that with a’ drop
in, the :anome there vas a eteadv increase in popula.tion. : ‘-‘?

-.. One of the consequences of this fail in national income was the
reduced purcheeing power of Indoneeie.ns and increaaing illiteracy. In 1928
31 million dollars. wae epent on eduoe.tion B yet only a fraction of the
Indonesigm children of echool—going age wee able to te.ke e.dvantage of the

__ Deager facilities eve.ile.ble for educetion o . ‘

In 1938 the education’ budget was cut down to nine million doll‘a.re.

. For three and a half years the Japanese explcited the Indonoeian
Archipelago to i‘eed their war mechlne. Rav producte were ta.ken dy force
.or ccmma.ndeered et nominal prlc‘es e.r’oitrerily fixed by the Je.pax:eee. * The
. Je.pa.nese flooded the country with milita.ry seript, which uae not’ wrtb even
the paper o*: which it was printed As the Jepa.nese eL'Leo seized crops
. vithout providing edeque.te reserves for the population 3 T.r:donesie, alveys
eelf-eufficient in food, was faced 'by hunger, four to five miuion
Indoneeiene fell victing to starvation , vhile’ millione of* othere sti;.l Pear
the eca.rs of undernourishment You have in Indoneeia. a comtry rich 15" .
) reeourcee but with a peuperized population, Tl
) Since the proclema.tion of the Repudblic of Indoneeie. on’ 17 August 1945,
the Bepu‘nlic hes been forced to lead a precarious ezietence ‘ip which the
eupply oi‘ even auch urgently needed neceaeitiee e.e medicines 3 drugs,
chemicela, textiles ) clothing, e.nd transport and communicetion Pacillties

yas interrupted . S e Beme
Fortunately for ue ’ we hava been eble to- produce encugh "ice, “vhich
15 °“1' ste.ple, to’ feed the populaticnm. ‘ - R R

X While the ehor'tege ‘of food ie the main preocoupetion in- mst*.ceimtries
B of ‘the world todey, _ve in Indonesia bave up to nov been getting-dlong fairly
weu in the.t respect. Ja.ve. alone produced four million’ tons of“yice in
191&1, there was’a ‘drop to 2.8 million toms -in 197+5, and & 'further:dyop to -
. 2. 1 million tone in 1946, In 1947 ’ however, there was an‘sppreciable
increa.ee to 3 3 million tone.x ‘The’ production of a.uxiliary i’oods as mize,
te.pioca., ground nuts and soya 'bea.ns is eti]_l increeeing. weTET

" TAlong with the ee.ti..fectory food poeition -there his been: -sufficlient
wosz in the Republic, with only a very few not geinf‘ully cmployed. Because

Jof the typs.
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of the type of society in existence, where the family is the unit, religion
and custorﬁa.ry law make it possible for the unemployed to find food and .
sheltexr with their families till they can seek new employmen_t.

'Our living standard has been ao low that we have practically nothing
to lose. .

We have endeavoured with the slender means at our command to reconstruct
and rehabi‘litate' our country so as to insure to the people what they have
been denied through the long centuries of colonial exploitation - a standard
of living commensurate with the great wealth of the‘country.

Political fresdom hes many aspects, but to us the paramount consideration
i1s a quick heightening of the standard of living of owr population. This is
a Just and reasoneble demand because we feel that the richness of the
Indonesian s0il should be devoted primarily for the humanitarian work of
1ifting the living standard of owr reople. .

This is one of the aims specifically stated in Chapter I of the
Draft Chari_:er of the ITO, which defines its purposes and objectives.

'The possession of the power of self-govermment is in the modern world
the most vitel instrument in the struggle for economic and cultural progress.
" In accordance with Chapter IV, Article 16, paregraph 1, concerning
t};é general most-favoured nation treatment, I would like to state that
there should be.free access to the material wealth of Indonesia, The .
Republic of Indonesia will not sponsor monopolies. We are well aware of tﬁ;e
poséible dangers of restrictive business practices in thelr effects on
international trade.

We further hope that Article 44, Chapter V, referring to general
policy regerding restrictive business practices , will be instrumental
in promoting direct trade between our country and the outside world.

‘This is a suitable point at vhich to tell you what Indonesia needs
for her speedy economic reconstruction and trade rehabilitation , remembering
all the time that Indonesia has been without any consumer goods for the
lest six years. Our immediate needs, our vital priorities, are: Textiles,
medicines and medical equipment, chemicals, incentive goods, transport
and commmications utilitdes, and tools and equipment for agriculture and
industry, as well as consumer goods of all kinds end varieties., Nearly
two-thirds of the population of Java and quite a goodly portion of the
population of Sumatra is today badly clothed as a result of the Japanese
occupation and the conditions since prevailing. The Republic of Indonesia
hes not been able to carry out its recomstruction programme at eithér '
the tempo or the extent desirable, becauss of the shortage of equipment

/end goods.
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and goods. Be that as it may, with the primitive means we have a.t our
‘commend, we have gone on with our reconstructive work in the fields of
education, public works, agricu...ture, and health, " In the great task which
‘1lies ahead of us§' , Ve look to nations and peoples of good. wil_l to give us
. & helpihg hand with technicians as well as the tools of reconstruction. With
the manpower and resources which we are fortupate to possess, we sha.ll be
" ableé to return to the world at no dieta.nt date the fruit of your aasiste.nce
to us. ’ - '
It is in this spirit that my delegation has been sent to this

Conference by the Government of the Repu‘blic of Indonesia. The Repu'blic

" pledgss its Tull support to the In mational Trade and m;)loymant Orgenizatic

- The Republic can deliver direct to all who may ‘need the swrplus products )
of Indonesie, &nd we can right now export in big quantity to the
international market. And the Republic agrees to ta.ke in 1ncreasing
volume the goods which you can ma.nufacture, a.nd to take them wlthcut
imposing ‘unreasonable tariffs or export or import duties. We seek world
trade, we seek the products of the industrialized countries. _.

. Any ‘decisitns we errive at here should be on the basis of moral worth,

fair chance, and feir play. Ve haw come here to a.chieve concrete results ’
not -rigid- i‘ormules or outmoded practices, because 1t is vitally importe.nt
that we should cnange‘ the international economic aspect in the right -
- direction foy the bemefit of all mankind. 'The Repu‘b’ic of Indones:la'ié*
propared to accept whatever is Just and reasonebls s and we lock forwa.rd
to yowr co-operation and guidance.in the achievement of our: a.ims.

Mr. President and Gentlemen, I thank you. N T



