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The Permanent Migration Committes of the International Labour Orgenization
was established in 1939 to assist in carrying forward the work in migration
in which the Organization had been engaged since its inception and which had
resulted inter aﬁa in the adoption of various Conventions and Recommendatioas*
by the International Lebour Conference, and in publication of the texts of *
migration lavs and treaties, a number of special reports and other material
-on the subject ‘by t.he International Labour Office.¥**
Bstablishment and. Terms of Reference

The Conmit‘bee was get ur by the Governing Body of the Intermetional
Labour Office ag the result of a Recommendation mede by the Conference of ‘ »
Experts on Migration for Settlement held at thé Office in 1938. Its terms
of reference were originally limited to migration for settlementi* but in
194k, when 1t hat become clear that migration for emplbyment might also
become a problew of considerable importance after the war, the terms of .
reference of the Committee were broadened to enable it to deal with all
forms of migration,i¥

¥ Cf, The Internstional Labour Code, 1939 (Montreal, International i
Lebour Office, 19%1), Book YI and Appendix II, pp. 700 and
following. ) -

Cf, Idem, pp. 519, note 1, end 705, note 2.

*
ke International Labour Office, Minutes of .the 83rd Session of the
; Governing Body, (April 1938), pp. 30 and 69-70 and Idem, 83th
- Session (June 1939), p. 37. The original title of the Committee
wag: Permanent Committes on Migration for Settlement.

Bk Idem, 93rd. Session (May 1944), p. 30,
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Membershin B v .
The membership of the ‘Comm’ ttee consmts of represen'catives of tl.e

" Governments of all States Members of the Internetional Lebour Organization

which wish to participate, representatives of the Governing Body, and three
experts appointed 'by the Geverning Body, together with advisory nmembers

K

representing the'United Nations and certain other inter—governmental
organizations concerned with migration.¥ 7
First Session, August 1 Jhé** .

The Committee met for the first time in Montreal in August 1946,
‘Representatives were present from twen'by-five Governments and three others
sent observers, The United Nations, UNRRA and the Inter-Govemmenta.l

Committee on Refugeee were also represented.

The Agenda for this. session was as follows: N Y
I, Exchsnge of views on post-var migration proepects, TR »
II. Forms of international co-operation capable.of i‘aci.lite.‘bing
an orga.nized resumption of migration, -, e
III, Racial discrimination in connection with migre'tion,
Iv. The technical gelection of lmmigre.nts, s ’ S g wad
- v, T'ﬁe resolution concerning migration adopted by the 'I'hird Cenferen(:e
©© of Americen States Members of the Intermationgl Labour. ., .s.p !
‘\"Orgsnization e _ i Eite ;
o “The Comni ttee adopted four resolutions, two of which are” in-the naturm. ‘
of genersl statements of the principles which should govern interne.tiona.l
migration, e :

Generel Principles

The first of theee drew attention to va.rious Iactore upon w,hieh 'bhe
development of migration on & large scale chiefly depends ’ namely, mea.suree-v
. Toxr the development of the indwstrial. or agricultural resources of the.:

cou.ntries concerned sa‘bisfa.ctory i‘ina.nci el arrangements, and. a.dequate,si.: .' o

transport e.nd. housing fa.cilities for immigrants, and urged all. cquntries o

[, QN SN

) ) : e v: RS-

* For the full membership of the Committee as at December 1946 aee tHe: v
Appendix to the present ncte.

%% For a fuller account of this session see International La'bour Revievr, o
Jenuary-February 1947, pp. 98-108. et
¥ This resolution called attention to the neces sity of supplementing
unilateral regulations. by bilateral and multilateral agreements in the

Tield of migration, and to the lower living standards which may result

from the influx of & larger number of immigrants -than .a.country cen
abscvb, It was congidered by the Committee together with Item II, ...
v“Forms ci’ intemat:one.l co—operation".'

/ co-operate with -
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co-operate with one ancther to the maximm possible extent through the
apprepriate organs of the United Nations and 'the specialized ageneiee, as
vell as through bilatere.l agreements, in order to solve these problems,

In “the gecond eeneral resolution, the Committee, vhile taking note
of the righ‘t of each nation to adopt rules and regulations aimed at
protecting the legltimate interests of its own population as well as of
migrants, condemned practices based on raciel discrimination.

The resolutions adopted on the second and fourth items on the a.gende.
recommend further action in the field of migration by the ILO a.nd by other
international organizations concerned with this question. -

International Co~overation '

The resolution on the second.item, nomely "Forms of international
co-operation cepable of facilitating an organized resumption of migratj;en
movemei_:ts_" , 1s comprehensive and deteiled and conteins a pumber of '
suggestions for action. Some of the more important of these suégeetiehs 2
together with the action taken on them to date, may be summarized as follows:

() The Committee recommended to the Governing Eody of the International

Labour. Off1ceé tha.t 1t should consult Governments on the Jrles'ii‘“a'bil‘ity of

revising the Convention and Recommendations conceming Migration for

Eumloyment which had been adopted at the 1939 session of the

: J’:xtema,tiona.l Labour Cenxarence, but on waich so far no Government

had taken: action. The Convention and one Recomendation concern general

principles, and methods of applying them, with respect to informa.tion ¥

‘and essistance ‘to migrent -workers, the regulation of recruitment, the

. introduction and plecing of workers, and equality of treatment for'_
forelgn .workers and netionals. The second Recommendation advdcateg the
conclusion of bilateral or multilateral migration agreements N :l.n order

to ensure the _epplication of these principles., N

The suggested consultation has been undertaken and it ie expected
that the su‘b,ject will bte reconsidered shortly by the Comn_ttee.

{(v) -The Committee invited the Governing Body to place on the agenda.

of the aecond session the question of a model agreement to be used by

the Governments' in negotiating Conventions and agreements rega.rding

migration, and .to authorize the Office to consult the Govermnente on

the points thet might be inserted in such an agreenment, ' .

This consultation also has taken place and it is expec‘bed the.t S
the results will be considered in the nesr.future 'by ‘the Committee, ;
with a view:to thé submission of a draft text to the International -

Labour Conference.' '

: N S /(c) ms'comma,j’"
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{c) The Cormittee considéred the gquestion of temporary migretion

for employment, end suggested that the International Lebour Office
ghould .continue and expand its work in this field, and in particular
should study the questicn of guaranteeing a rsasonable amount of paid
employment in the country of immigration tc temporary migraunts. - .

{d) Orn the subjects of the agsimilation of immlgrsnts and equality

of treatment the Commitiee suggested, among other things, that

the Office should continue to study the best methods of preventing
migrants from accepting inferior conditions of work, including the
fixing of specific minimum wage and other labour and social

standards for incorporation into intermational agreements concerning
migration. : ‘ . .
{e) The Committee expressed the view thet there should be co-ordinated
international responsibility for migration problems, more particularly
for: the collection of inf.omation on migration; the sending of

. study missions at the request of the Governments concerned with & view

to investigating settlement conditions and migration schemes; the
placing at the disposal of the Governments of qualified experts and
the giving of advice for formmlating end carrying out migration
schemes; end co-operating with Governments snd with the international
orgenizations concerned in promoting and finencing migration in

4

~ relation to industrial or agricultural development achemes., B

(£) The Committee noted that the transportation of large numbers of
workers, thelr reception, end in some cases thelr vocationsl training
require a considerable ocutlay of money; and it recognized that the -
problem of financlal assistance is one to which Governments of
certain immigration countries attach great importance. It thereforse
invited the Governing Body to urge the International Bank for
Reconstruction and Dévalopment, vhen 1t considers projects of economic
development, to take into account the extent to which suych projects-
contribute towards the solution of migration problems, and, vhen it
makes loans for economic development, to include migration costs in-
appropriate cases within the scope of such development,

In accordance with & decision of the Governing Body, these

recommendations have been transmitted to the Bank.

Selection and Training of Migrants :
The fourth 1tem on the agenda was the question of the technical

selection of migrants. The resolution on this subject cells for the
establishment of'criteria for such selection, for eppropriate vocaticnel
training of migrants, and for the elaboration of bilateral schemes of

/treining and
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training and instruction by the countries. of emigration end immigration.

The Committee invited the Governing Body to place on the agenda of an early
segslon of the International Labour Corierence the question of the technical
selection of migrants and provisions for their training.

The Governing .‘Body. égreed at its 100th Session in October 1946 that the
Office showld study the question of centralizing information for training
purposes and of placing such inforwation at the disposel of emigration
countries and immigration countries, and that the results of this study should
be placed before the Governing Body at a later session, Consideratioh of the
desirability of placing on the agenda of the International Labour Conference
the question of the technical selection of migrents and provision for their
training was deferred to a later session of the Governing Body. A
Next Session of the Committee :

The date* and agenda of the next session of the Permanent Migration
" Committee are at Present under conslderation by the Governing Body of the
International Lab.éur Office. It is expscted that the Governing Body will
fix e dete in the near future and the Office is at present'preparing reports
on the following opics which have been propcsed for the agenda of this
session:

I. . Revislon of the 1939 Convention ané Recommendation concerning

migratiod for employment;
II. Co-ordinstion of intermationsl responsibility in migration
problems;
ITI. Preparation of a mwodel agreement;
IV. Technical selection and training of migrants.
The Office also bas in hand the revision and enlargement, with a Tiew
to publication, of a detailed memorandum on Immigration Policy waich was
submitted to the first session of the Committee,

#* The Governing Body has now decided that the session will take place in
Geneva on 23 February 1948, : ’ o

/APPENDIX
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AFPENVIX
PERMANENT MIGRATION COMMITTEE OF THE INTERNATIONAL LABOUR ORL:ANIZATION
, MRMBERSHIP
Representatives of the Governing Body
. Government group: : BRAZIL
Substitutes: - . POLAND
BELGITM
o . o AUSTRALIA - -
Iknplojrers‘ group: ~ Mr, A, N. MOLENAAR
Subetitutes: Sir John FORBES WATSON-
. L ‘ Mr. COWLEY HERNANDEZ *
Viorkers! group: Mr. A, E. MOIK- - ’

" Substitutes: Mr. P. BENGOUGH
© Mr. 0. LIZZAIRI
Representatives of the following States Members of-the Organization

UNITED SCEATES OF AMERICA - -  BAITT
ARGENTINE REPUELIC - HUNGARY
AWBTRALIA. . INDIA
BELGIUM ; ITALY
BOLIVIA . e MEXICO .
‘BRAZIL, @ °°° NEW ZEATAND TR
CEBE . . . - . PANAMA s
CHIMA NETHERLANDS B
COLOMBIA PERU
CUBA o POLAND o
DENMARK , PORTUGAL Lo
DOMINICAN REPIIBLIC SWEDEN
EGYPT SWITZERLAND
ECUADOR CZECEOSLOVAXTA
FRANCE ' TURKEY
UNITED KINGDOM URUGUAY
GHEICE VENEZUELA
YUGOSIAVIA
4 Experts
(appointed on nomination by the International Lebour Office)
Mr. Doria de VASCONCELOS Director of Immigration Department, Sao Paulo
(Brezilien)
Mr. Georyge WARREN Adviser on Refugees and Displaced. Persons in
(United States) o " 'the Department of State. '

oy /Substitute:
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Substitute: Prof. Joseph P, CHAMBFRLAIN (United States)

Mr, P. ven ZEELAND Senator
{Belgian)

Advisory Members
Representatives of other intermational organizations.
United Nations,
Food and Agriculture Orgenization of the United Nations,
_Inter-Govermmental Comnittee on Refugees,

-----



