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I wish first of all to extend my congratulations to all the countries
represented at this Conference on their immense efforts and the spirit of
understanding shown by all, which have together made possible the elaboration
of the Charter of Havana. In this connection particular mention should be
made of the General Committee and of the distinguished President of the
Conference for the judicious and tactful way in which they have carried out
their difficult task.

It is also a pleasure on this occasion to thank all our fellow delegates
from other countries for the sincere sympathy and friendship they have shown
us .

We are delighted that aIl thecountries represented at this Conference
have been able to reach more or less effective agreement on the regulation of
world trade and employment and on the establishment of an international

organization to give effect to those regulations. Both achievements will be
of considerable advantage in realizing the basic objectives of the Trade
Charter, although it is to be regretted that, owingto situations now

irremediably established but which according to the provisions of the Charter
must disappear in the near future, the remarkable effort made will not result
in the full attainment of those objectives.

When this Conference was convened, it held out among its purposes the
prospect of international trade with equal opportunities for all, freed from
barriers and discrimination. The result has been somewhat different. The
Charter we have drafted includes so many escape clauses and exceptions to its
most fundamental principles that, in our opinion, it mightlead to the
accentuation of the very evils which it is its essential purpose to remove,
if the extreme goodwill so eloquently express by all the countries attending
the Conference were not first taken into account.

Inevitably the basic instrument contains some provisions which certainly
detract from its value. We realize that such departures had to be accepted
in the face of inescapable realities, and in view of the need to achieve an

initial success, since complete success of the Conference could never be
obtained by ignoring the very principles on which it claimed to base its
work. Nevertheless the loyal fulfilment, by each of the Members of the
new Organization, of the basic principles on which it is to be founded, and
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the efficient application of the provisions of the Charter by the appropriate
organs, always keepingin view its primary objectives as set forth therein,
will be, there is no doubt, of great advantage in realizing the high purposes

of the Charter and through them attaining the peace and prosperity of all

nations. We are confident that this ideal of prosperity for all will

continue to govern all the nations represented here, in order to facilitate

the work of the new Organization and so secure peace for mankind.

As regards my country, I have to state, that in suite of the difficulties

which, for reasons which we have already explained on other occasions,

adhesion to the Charter implies for us, we believe and hope that tho Congress
of the Dominican Republic, faithful to the traditional policy of my country

in international relations and always welcoming any demonstration of

international co-operation, will ratify it.

The new Organization has therefore before it, a noble and arduous task

which, if loyally carried out, will merit the gratitude of all mankind, now

plunged in the utmost bewilderment and direst distress.

## ## ## ## ## # #


