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ARTICLE 8 RECIPROCTYANDEQUATITYOFTREATMENT

The member countriesshall apply the principle ofequality of

conditions of commerceand the reciprocity ofadvantages in their

foreign trade.In order toimprove commercialrelations they shall

enter into reciprocul and mutuallyadvantageousnegotiations directed

to the conclusion ofmultilateraltradeagreements.

Each of the contracting partiesofsuchmultilateral trade

agreements shall be entitled to the same advantages, favours, privileges

or immunities in allmatters concerning customs duties and charges of

any kind imposed on or in connectionwith importance or exportation or

imposed on the international transfer ofpayments for imports or exports,

and with respect to the method of levyingsuch duties and charges, and

with respect to all rules and formalities in connection with importation

or exportation, and withrespect to all matters relating to internal

taxation or regulationreferredto inArticle 9.

The member countrieswhich are not contracting parties of a multi-

lateral trade agreement,and therefore arenot entitled tothe reciprocal

advantages granted tooneanotherbythe contracting parties, may at any

time ask for the privilegeof becoming a party to this multilateral trade

agreement, provided they enterinto negotiations in order to grant

equivalent advantagesto the member countries which are contracting

parties of the multilateraltrade agreement, in return for the advantages

received when they became contracting parties.
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Two or more member countries may enter into negotiations directed

to the conclusionof atrade agreement provided they consult the other

members of the ITO as to whether they desire to take part in the

negotiations. If the members consulted werenot parties in the

negotiations, and a tradeagreement wereconcluded amongst the countries

takingthe initiative ofthe proposal, this trade agreement would stay

open and other member countries could adhere to the agreement on the

same conditions referred to in the above paragraph. The provisions of

paragraph 2 of Article 31relatingto thetreatment of trade of non-

members shall be applied to bilateralagreements between members and

non-members .

The principle of reciprocity and equality of treatment of this

Article shall also extendto the awardng by members of governmental

contracts for public works.

ADDITIONaL LETTER(c) TO THE PARAGRAPH OF ARTICLE 8

(c) Restrictions to the equalityof treatment already adopted in

commercial conventions, which were admitteod by reasons of special

geographical, political and ethnical conditions.


