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Remarks of the Polish Ubserver concerning ltem B of the Agenda

Lccording to the interpretation given by the United States
representative of the provisions contained in irticle 18 of the Charter
suggested by the United States Government, the aim of the proposed
tariff negotiations would consist in the lowering of the hign tarii?
levels as well as in the stabilization of the lower ones.

In this connection it should, perhaps, be reminded tnat, insofar
as continental Europe is concerned, certain countries do not possess,
for the time being, any teriffs cxpressed in a convertible currency, as
their ovm currencies have nc;t yet 5een stabilizead. There are even
cases when the percertion of any custom duties (even those expressed in
local and inconvertible currency) is temporaril); suspended as a measure
of facilitating the much needed imports.

Some of these countries are both Menbers of the United Nations and
signatories to the Agriement on International Monctary Fund. They are
suprosed tc join the proposed international agrecment on world trade,
Their position in regard to the International lonetary Fund is regulated
by the prowvisions of f;rticlc 20, Section l.;.(a)rof‘ the TP Lgreement.
Having been, all of them, occupied by the cnemy, they are given, in fact,
the opportunity of deferring the notification of- the par vaiues of their
currencies of 2 certain period af:bef the beg;'.rmiﬁg of ‘the e;cch;mge
transactions of the i‘und, Thus, their teriffs are likely to remain
for some time either suspended entirely (or partly) or, at any rate,’

not expressed in a convertiblie currency.
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This transitional period iy go not only begond the date of the
proposed tariff ncgotiztiuns between the 1nexi“.bcrs of the Freparatory
Committee, but, possibly, also beyond the day of the entry into farce
of the future trade agreement itself. But after having stabilized thelr
currencies, the countries in question will be in need of either- re-
establishing their tarifis or of re¢vising them in nccordance with the
new par values of their currencies, As in the nmeantine they nwy
become signatories to thc proposed agreement, their svecial situation
should be met by icans of including ainong thosc of the provisions of the
future agreement which dcal wsith the transitional period, come provisions
referring to these particular cascs, These provisions should probably
include:

1.' the right, for a signatory of the proposad agrecment but at the
sape time bavailing hinself of the exception contained in Article 20,
Section &(a) of the It t5 introduce or to change his tariff after the

entry into force of the now zprecment

5
2, if necessary, an undoriaking concerning his future tariff

negotiations corresponding %o those proposed in Article 18 of the

suggested United States Charter,



