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GENERAL AGREEMENT ~ ACCORD GENERAL SUR rnmren 5

ON TARIFFS AND ~ LES TARIFS DOUANIERS GATI/CE-4/SR.2
TRADE  ET LECOMMERCE  omomwi: moum

| CONTRACTING PARTIES
Fourth Session
SUMMARY REGORD’OF THE SECOND MEETING
"~ Held at the Palais des Na'bions " L
Geneva , On Friday, 24 February, 1950, at 10.30 a.m.

 Cheirmen:  Hon. L. D. WILGRESS (Caneda)

Subjécts‘discussed;' 1. Distribution of Secret dooumsnts.'
R 2. .A.doption of Agende - Document.; (GP.4,/.1 ROV.. 2)-
3. Notifications- under‘Article.XWIII.--'P

4. Rectification and Modification of
‘ Schedules ‘

'. é.."Applica‘bion of .Annacy Schedule XIV-
| (Norway) (GATT/GP,3/84) |

istmbution of georeu aocuments | : ‘
M. LECUY'.ER (France) raised a ‘point of order on the distri-

bi‘cion of Secret documents. He considered that otie oopy for
‘each Delegation was not sufficient. : '

»

‘I‘he CHATRMAN replied that Delegations rea_uiring extra copies
could obtain a limited number from the Secretariat. - .

2. Adoption of Agends - Document CP.4/1 Rev.2

The CHATRMAN celled the atténtion of the Delegates to item 22,
i)roposed by the French Goveranment, and originally listed under
"Other Business", and to the thres provisicnally approved items
13, 14 and 15, on which the Unlted States had submittéd memoranda.

a) Item 13 - Arrangementsfor regular Reporting in aocordance with
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© Mr. SCHMITT (New Zealand) questioned the advisability of
singling out the arrangements for regular Reporting under hLhnex dJ
as the only such.arrangements to.be considered. There‘were _
several other irticles, for instance hrticle XVI; which required
reportlng Furthermore, he wondered whether an investigation such
as was implied under Item 13 would not overburdan the Contracting

Purties an& the Secretariat._

Mr. ﬁQzMEs (Uhited Kingdom) agreed that there was 8 serious
danger of‘overburdening the agenda of the Contracting Parties
with items such &s this one, reguiring extensive study and leading
to long and possibly inconclusive discussion. He thought 1t might
better be omitted. 4t & later stage, in the operation of the
General Jigreement, there might be o§casions.for,improv1ng and
broadening its proéédure,‘but to overrurden the Agenda now would
not in his opinlon serve the best interests of the General
hgreement itself. He suggested deferring a decision on this item
until there had been time to oonsider the papers more thoroughly.

1Mr. GRADY‘(United States) reférring to the questidn raised
by the New Zealand Delegate, said that the United States would
be glad to hdve Article XVI added for comsideration.

- Mr. WALKER (Australia) questioned the wisdom of including
this item and items 14 and 15 in the hgenda; but firatly he
wished to verify the fact that they had been placed on the Agenda
in ascordance with the rules of prosedure, since his Delegation
had not received notice of them befofe leaving.AuStialia. The
hustralian Delegation felt thet while 1t was important to take
up promptly issues .raised as @ resulﬁ of specifio grievances,
great care should be exercised in underteking comprehensive
studies in the general field of commercial relations, suoh studies
‘should not be entered into without careful .cronsideéeration by the

Contracting Parties.

The CHAIRMAN replied to Mr. WALKER's first point that the
item had been cinoluded in the provisional hgenda in socordance
with the rules of procedure.
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Mr. GRIDY {United States) said that.his delegation felt
that these were items of real importance and urged that they.
be retained in the Ligenda. : :

Mr. BOTHA (South Arriea) agd noﬁ think that these items
were of such urgency that they required consideration at this :

. Bession. B

Mr., COUILLALRD (Canada) supported the inil&sion‘Of the =~
itemg; he could not‘agree»that the Seeretariat would be unduly
overworked &s a‘'regult, and as to the question raised by the
Delegate of New Zealand, the United States had already agreed
to the inolusion of irtiele XVI, and, no doubt, upon investigation,
more provisicns would be found to require similar study. He
suggested amending the wording of Item 13. ‘

The GHAIRMLN suggested that if it were agreed to broaden
the soope of Item 13 the words "and other proviaions of the
General Agreement" be added. '

Mr. HOLMES (Uhited Kingdom) felt that the dissussion

- Indieated the. advisability of postponing a deeision upon the
inoclusion of Item 13. He suggested that the Seerectariat might
prepars a paper showing the prastieal effeets of the adoption of
Item 13 asg broadened and a deeigion might then we taken,.

| M. LEGUYER (Prance), while not oppesed to broadening the
terms of Item 13, agreed with Mr. HQLMES that suéh a paper by
the Seeretaiiat. wonld be useful. : o

Mr, SOHMITT (New Zealand) wished to oiarify his gtatement.
Although he felt that Item 13 should not be amesepted in its
present form as strictly limited to reporting under Annex J,
it was not neéessafily his intention to extend the sgope of the
item to gover all the provisions of the General hgreement relating
to reporting. He suégested, however, that the Seeretariat, in the
preparation of its paper, should eover all possible arrangements
for reporting, regular or otherwise, in order that the Oontraotlng

Partles might then decide.
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The CHuI?MAN sead that the Secretariat would prepare a
comprehensive memorandum, and the inclusion of itenm l% in the
Ligenda would be considered at a later date.

b) Item 14 - Review of application of guantﬂative ‘Restric-

 tions on Imports designed to afford Protection to Domestic

| Industrz (GATT/CP h/lﬁ . v

~ Mr. SCHMITT (New Zealand) felt that the papers issued
in -sonnection with this item and with item 15 required further
,study. L : ‘
It wes agreed to postpone consideration of the inclusion
nof Items 1h and 15 until item 13 was again taken ups

’ . . '
20 Ifem Lk - Not: it III
1) . Notiflecation bv Haltd (GA gzgz,az&g) |
. The CHLIRMLN pointed ‘out that, according to the provisions

. of paragraph 12 of irticle XVIII, the Government of Hulti
' shéuld have submitted a full statement of considerations in
‘sapport of the measure within 60 days of its becoming a =
contracting party, i.es before March 1. He was informed that
the Haitiars representative. had telegraphed his ‘Government to
send an expert on the State monopmm-(tobacco, cigars and
clgarettes) to supply the necessary information to the
| Contrecting Parties. The.Fhairmen suggested that, since
this vas a ma;xer requiring detailed examination, it would be
as well to decide now to refer the question directly to ‘the
Working Party when it was set up and when the Heitian
representative arriveds

(2

11) m.’i.n..:}:w.;;seﬁibgs

Mr}'ﬁﬁRD (Southern Rhodesia) said that since the factory
was not yet in production the necessary information could not
, .be provﬂed, nor could it be surely stated at the present tilie
.'that the protection would be necessarys he, therefore, wished
 to withdraw the applicdtion on the understanding that it :
could be réhewed at a later date if necessary. &
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‘ THE OHARMAN said that in that case no further acbion was
requlred by the COntraoting Parties.

iii) Decls10n on_ oertain measures notified by Syria and Le%anon.
(G' 3 0 2 '

‘  The OHAIRMAN recalled that at their Third Session the =
~Contract1ng Partles deferred declelon on tWo items in the Syria/
' Lebanon applicatlon - viz. natural and artificlal s8ilk and
'hosiery on account of inadequate information. A decision had
been ‘taken on the basis of paragraph 5 (a) of Article XV
authorizing the maintenance of the measures pending a decision
at this Session. In taklng that decision the Gontraotlng Parties
had requested the Governments of Syria and Lebancn to submit
a statement in support of the measures at least two months bhefore
‘the date of the openlng of the Fourth Session, if they wished to
malntain the measures. This requirement had not been oomplied
w1th Eyrla#Lebenon. It was therefore for the Gontractlng Parties ,
'to declde what action should now be taken. S

}Mr. HOLMES-(UnitedYKingdom) said that there seemed to Ve
“nothing to refer to a‘working‘Pa ty, and that it appeared that
~the item should be deleted from the Ayonda and the ualntenanoe
dbof the measures disallowed.

The GHAIRMAN empha51zed that it was necessary for the
Contracting Parties to teke a decision at this Session, and
sinqulred whether the United Kingdom proposal that the measures
be disallowed by the Contracting Parties was agreed

‘ Mr,‘HASNIE ﬁPakistan) said that although it was quite clear
that Syria/Lebanonlhad}not complied with the directive of the
Grntracting Pnrties, he felt it might be possible to postpone
the decision for a certain time and give the two governments
a further chance to provide the neoessary informatlon, or to
explain why they were not able to do 80,

The Delegates for GANADA, NEW ZEALuND end the UNITED STATES
supported Mr. HASNIE. ‘
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B o HGHNEb (Unuted Vingdom) said thet he would agree with
‘the suggestlc of the dclqgwté'of “akﬂstan prov1ded it was made
quite clear i ‘the Jolegram LHEE un?eqs the inform tion were
‘providod, thé. measure WOULd have 8 be disallowed at ‘this Session

of the e uraﬁulng sar t s.

| The FH“TRI.N tnen ouggestud that the telegram point out the
‘failurc of the two govbrnmva.o o uomply with their &ndertaking

at’ the laszt 8eseion,. and :e34eot that the information‘be supgied
not later than 2+ March, with the understending that if it were

- .no% supplicd by fhg{ éate the Jont*w‘uing Parties would assume that
Syrla/Lebunor wvthdrﬂ” their anpllcatlun for the approval of these
measurus, and the walver granted in paragreph 5 at the Third Sessi»r
would be cencelled. SR

This was' agrend npon and the date ‘wa$ altered to 17 March.

‘”he ”h*-.ubN sa;d that the set‘ing up of the Wbrking Party

wou1d, cynsequontly, ‘c*»'x aef,lreﬁ.‘

2. Iiem 5 - Hectific .; on_end Jodlfl atjun of S cheduls .

i) Sene ule VI - Ceylon ~ Repor Pt on negotlations.
 ‘ Considera tion of thi ‘ﬂltem_was postboned sinse the
document had‘not been distributed.

Mr . TLY.SURTYL ’Ceylon) wished fo explaein that. the nego-
tiations had been cocneluded withxn the time set, and the report
was in the hunds of ‘the Jecretariat. 1Ls distrlbution had been
delaved by eproseunbi :ns on the pert of one "of the Contracting

Partius interested.

11) S:hedule;X”nwGzechoslgggglg_iQéTT/CP/é7:Q,Corr.l).

"The CHAIRM.N recalled that ghe proposed re Aifiecationsg had
peeh handed in at uhe end of the inne:iy Conferenne, and that it
" had then been proposed that éhe& be'QQnSidered together with the
Protocol. of Pectifioa?ians that would be drawn up at this Session.
He consequently suggested that it be referred immedi&te)y to tho
Working Purty. ‘
This was -greed.

111) Ssheduls XV - Pakisban (GATT/CP/41). |
It wae elso qg;e +d to refer this to the Working Party directly
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In reply to points raised by Mr. DI NOL. (Italy)‘and
M. LECUYER (France) the CH/IRM:N said that any rew lists of
rectificaticns would be considered by the Working Party.v e

In reply to a question by mr OFTTEMJ.(Norwey) the
CHAIRMAN sald that the problem of the numbering of Norwegian
Teriff items should -also be referred to this Working Party.

Im_mas.egreed to set up a Working Party and the CH:IRMAN
‘expleined that, 31nce many of the rectificatlone ccneerned
‘Schedules of /s ceding Goverrmonts, these countries should feel
free to take part in the dellberaticns of the Working Pprty.

4. Item 7 -g*gplication of Annecy echedule XIV (Norwux}
(GI..TTGP384.‘_ e ‘ |

Mr. OFTEDaL (Norway)-said that his Government had hoped
 that ‘the new Storting would be able to apyrove application of
their Annecy Schedule Tefore the date of 4pril 30. It was. now
olear, however, that thils would not be possible and 1t wes‘
necessary for hlm to request poetponement to June 30. s

This was agrced, and the CHJIRMLN stated that a formal
decision ould be. drawn up declaring that the obligatlon ‘
contained in the unnecy Protocol would be waived in the ocase of‘;

Norway and the date extended to 30 June. The Secretary General
of the United Naticns would also be advised.v ‘ ‘
Mr. OFTEDLL (Norway) thankea:theocontracting Partiee.

~ The meefing adjourncd\at 12.50 p.m.

- e .



