GENERAL AGREEMENT ON EsTRTCTED

LIUITED' B

' TARIFFS AND TRADE G2/, 5/55. 5

7 Novenmber 1950

CONTRACTING PARTIES . - - - ORIGINAL: ENGLISH
Pifth Scsslon. ‘ ' ' :
SUMEARY RECORD oF THE FIFTE MEETING

Held at the Marine Spa, Torquay, on
iondsy, 6 November, at 10,30 a,m.

Chairman:  Hon, L, D, WILGRBSS ( Canada
Subjects discussed: _‘1. French Export Restrictions on Hides and Skins

2, Status of Protocols (GATT/C”. 5/15)

3, Draft ngruerent on the Imoorthtlon of
Insecticides (GATT/C2/79)

1, - Prench Export Restrictions cn Hides and Skins

Mr, BROWN (United Stotes) apolopised for the faet that, thcugh the .
iten had been’ proposed by the United States, no »sper had been submitted to the
Contracting Darties, The reason was that they were nct yet in a p:sition tc
Im=ww all the facts, pending the ceonclusion - expécted within the next few days -
of coensultations with French of11c1uls, which were taking place in Washington,
He therefere sugpested deferring the discussion, and 14, LECUY iR (Fr no;)

supaﬂrtcﬁ hlS »roocsal,
o : The Contracting Partices aprecd to defer the question to o later stage
in- their ccllberatlons. : “ o

24 Status of frotOCﬂls (GuTT/va5/1J)

‘The OHAInunN referred to the important aim of achieving a uniform
text for the Goneral .greement which, at the fourth Scssicn, had induced the
Ceontroctins Parties to poass a rescluticn recommending the signature or accentance

of all cutstanding ﬂrotocols.

43 regarded Protocel Neo 2 -(special proto col relating to sarticle XXIV)
he wms happy to report that the New Zealand Government was taking steps
toward its aceeptance. The Jaustralian Dgieratlcn had ale - adviscd that their
Government was taklnr similar aetion,

‘ Mr, TONKIN (Australia) stoted that on 12 October he had received a
communicatiecn from Canberra odvising that his bovernment hed approved 2
recommendation that the protocol be accepted, iHe had no further nocws,

Mr, de CLSTRO -MENEZES (Brazil) informed the Chairman that stepsvhad
been taken by his Government for depesit o an instrument of acceptance, He
also snnounced that the Anncey irrotocul had passed the Chamber of Deputies and

Va8 oy belore the Sunatc.

Mr, U 8.% OHN TIN (Burm ) referring to Crotocsl No. 2 and also to
Protcscol No, 7 (Protocol Modifying irticle AAVI) refrotted he had not yet
rcceived instructions in reply te requests aldresscd te his Government voth
by his delegation and Ly their Embassy in London, He hoped to have such

instructicns before the end of the Session,
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Mr, OLDI (Chllc) refurr1n~ ts Protocol No, 7, said thet when
his Gevernmént had securcd the ratlzlcatlcn cf the rrotoecl cof rrovisional
application they had asked for pwers to deal with such matters as
acceptance of amendments tc the Generel Agreement, Unfortunately, the
extent of the powers grantcd them would not enable them to accept the

protocols in question, On the other hand, the lcad of work on their
L,..;r‘I!.J.mr-xcnt hed been so great that there hgu bgen ne eopiertunity to submit
the o»roteecls for a?prbvul, tut he assured the ceontracting parties that
they would dc so as’séon as it wns possitle, ¥hat he had said of
‘Froteeol 7 applied tc 211l othe.l protoccls rhlc were as yet unsigned by
Chile, : ' ‘

The CHAIRMAN cxoresscd his satisfaction with the considerable
prcgress that had becn made and, with regord to the difficulties of Chile
and Durmza, *he understoad that thy Legal V“rkln, Farty wes at present
c: n51aur1nn % provision uthh weuld, if acce Ltnd, slve the prollum.

Sir Stephen‘HOLHES-(Uhited'King&om) wished to reinfcerece the

‘recorrnenanticns of the Choirmen because, szc .iiing fer his own Gevernment,
they rad been scmewhat cmbarrasscd by the abscnce of a clear text, They
had nublished fzr their oun pursoses o text of the dgreement which did not
cxaCulj correspond with the text osropssed by the Secretoriat, and though he
assumca thot tho text preuared by the Secretariat was the ‘Cﬁrrcct ong, the
discrenency clearly 1lluofrate7 tpc difficulties arising from the fact that
signaturcs to protoccls were still autst“nalnc. , ‘ '

.

Dr, BYSTRICKY (CZOCh‘SlOVukl&) peinting cut that delays were not
always coused by contracting warties themselves, said thot the signature
of certain rutoccls by Czechoslovakia had been dels ved by the fact that
the Legal Dupzrtmunf of the United Notions had refused to accept an instru-
ment of acceptance by Czechoslovakia containing a reservation of ‘the right
cf subscquent ratificoticn, Fe felt that countrics should be left free to
sign prctocels in o mannor corresp sonding to their legal codcu.‘ !

"M, ROYER (DCﬂuty Executive Spcrutﬁrv) replied that similer cases to
thet - menticncd by Czechoslovakin had been found, and that, after ‘
Jlscu551ﬁn, a formula of acceptance had teen arrived at, which provided

safcpuards for the centracting partics ccncerned and was acceptable to the
Lc{al DCﬂ"rtmont of the Unitcd Nations, The esscence of the formula was
that 2 Gevernment vvuld accept a protocel in its covacity ¢f a contracting
warty t~ 'the General Agreement, In other words, the Government, acting
under the Protocol of Provisicnal h;pllCutlﬂn, would in effoct reserve the

rights of its Legisla ture.

Mr, OLDINI (Chile) pcinted cut that in his case therc were no
formal difficulties , and that if the formulae alluded to by the Chairman
were ainrovel by the Contracting Partics, there would be no furthcr difficultics

as Tor. as he was coneerncd,

Dry, KART..DJOEMEN/ (Indonesia) stated that all le; 1ulut1ve measures
boen init sted for the acceotance of rotocol e, 7 and that, despitec the

ha?
confident the matter would scen bc dealt with

delay wlich had cnsued, hz wos
by his Government,



G.LTT/CP. 5/SR, 5 .

" Pege 3

M. LECUYER (France) asked for distribution of the formula
mentioned by i, noyer gnd was nssu ci by thé Chalrmﬂn thet this would be
dcne, . ' '

3 Droft hiprecment on the Imprirtetion of Insceticides (GATT/CE/79)

The CHAIRMAN distributcd o letter addressced t2 him by the
ALcting Director-General of the World Health Orgaulzatlyn, peinting cut
that the draft agrechent thercte was being submitted to the Contracting
Paptics for the ﬂ‘v1cb ¢ their trado oxworts towards sheaping it into a.
- sound anp workable 1nstrumbnt of internati-nal trade,

M, ZOYER (Devuty DXGCULlVb Secrctary) rccmllﬁnp 2 request which
the Contracting Perties had received at fAnncey from the Dirccter-Gencral of
UNESCO and to vhich they had responded by successfully elaberating o draft
vhich wag subscquently submitted by UMZSCO tr the acceptance of uovcrnmcnts,
soid that once again their help was requested by o snecialized sgency of,
the United Netions: the World Health Organlz“tlon. "The Sceretariat of the
World Health Crponization felt that the draft reiscd some technical '
questirns on which customs experts assembled 2t Torquay could give valuable
advicey that ccnsultation would invelve nc further res “"Lalblllty for the
csntractln" vartics ani would in nc way prejudices. the attitude <f the
individual govurnmcnts towerds the proposed agroement which vwes ur‘ftcd
undér the SulC rcsvch51b111ty cif the World Henlth Orponization,

A,
: Mr DI NOLA (Italy) agrced that the progcct bcicru thcm‘shculd be
uk\Mlnud by experts, but it was not only Custems cxperts whe were required,
Iony questicns hed te be investigated: there was the determinction as to
whloh inscets wore dangerous to humen health: there wis the fact that not
only insects but other animals, fur instance mice, werc harmful, Investi-
caticn was alse nesded inte the scope of the draft which anpoared too vast,
There were refercnces to the exemption of wutlcs for "raw mutbrluls" without
further definiticn, and to "aoparatus for the analication of insecticides',
Withcout a very careful ckamlnxtlon, the document would risk having to face

very .strohg opposition. >

‘ He had t~ nsk himsclf whnt wos th~ ~yrpesed aim of the convention,
The undertaking not to put custems dutics or other cha TEES cte, on the
impertation of insceticides, raw materia ls, gquipment for the manufacture
or orocessing, and  apparntus fer the appliceticon of such insceticides and
row meterials did net appear to be ot nll neecessary for natisnal health
rrfanlsatlrn& The only ficld in which it would:~ppear t. scrve o purpese

,J"“‘ln the more ruut*lctcd domain =f Drivote imports, ;

Mr, MELANDER (Nerway) said his delegntion hal no objecticn to the
draft acreement befrre them, ' o

* Dr, BYSTRICKY (Czechoslovakia) cxpressed his agreement with the
representative of Italy, :

Mr, de CASTRO MENEZES (Brull) sursorted the proposal, with the
nroviso that its terms sheoulll not conflict with Paragr: ~ph 8 (a) of Article IIT

ci' the iLgrecment, ‘ o

Sir Stephcen HOLMES (Unitc’ Kingd m) expressed sympathy with the
remerks of the revresentatives of Italy and Czech slovakia,  He thought that
befrre embarking upon a course whiich would mmkc heavy calls on their time, the
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contracting merties should ask themselves whether an international agreement
of this kind viere really necessary., 4

Mr, LRGYROPOULOS (Grecce) aoSFCluted himself with previcus apcakers
and submitted that in view cf the difficulties of determining which insects
were more harmful.and which insecticides more useful in different latitudes,
and in view of the fact that ecach gOVbrnnent should know best what measurecs.
were m re apt tc safeguard public health within its frontlers, the initiative

‘haa better bte left +tc the 1nu1v1uual overnments. :

~ Mr, BROWN (United States) thought the discussion was going beyond
the matter in roint. They had before them 2 formal request for technical:
advice on a matter within the competence of the Contracting Parties,  Whether
‘thia was or was nct the best way tc protect public health was a matter for ‘
the World Health Orgonizaticn to decide, Anj technical advice which could be
given weuld be hulpful Vhether or net the draft convention confermed to the
resclution was nrot for them to decide. His custcms experts had examined the
‘questisns roised by the representative of Ifuly end were of the cpinicn that
they could administer some such agreement if the U,S,A, werc to beccme a
party t~ it, Other scuntries might have difficulties, but they should put
estice.s within their field of competence as dclepations of

fervard sugzize
contracting parties tc the Aﬂvﬂement»'

!

: ¥r, MACF/RLANE (Scuthern ithodesia) uxvr»ssed his axreument with

Mr, Brovm's remarks tut thought that their customs policy would be dictated
.essentially - by the requlrcuvnts of  their public health authoritiecs, whuthcr
.or not thcre was an intern tional conventicn of the kind orovosed o

: M, LECUYIR (rrancu) while agreeing with previcus speakers on many.
peints they had raised, thought that the contracting parties should give a
helping hand tc the World Health Orgenizeticn and try to clear up at least

. thrse technical questlono wh;ch caine uncor the comoetenoe of the contractlng

artles.

. _ Mr, SVEINRJZRNSSCN (D nnﬂrk) said that duSPltC his. carller mlsg1v1ngs,,
‘he agreed with the United States! representative that the centracting parties
should examine the draft ard provide advice, He had no objecticns to the
setting up of a working party and tock it that it would be generally under-
stoo® thet the contracting parties, in giving advice, were in no way ccmmlttlnn
individual ccntracting parties te the approvel of the ccnventlon.

Sir Stephen HOLVES (Urltec Kinpdom) said that the convention had been
spoken of lccsely acs coming from the Werld Health Organization, In actual
fact, the resclution hj W.H.O, did not sugrest that there should be a
conventicn of this kind,  The rcqpest oririnated from the Acting Director-
General of W.H.O, His dcli?&tlun wold fecl more =t case if the request hod
been basad c¢n a resclution of W,H,0, dirccted towards the drafting of an

internaticnal ao“ecm“nt He nointed to the vagueness of the turms of the

agrecnent and uﬁtnd ns an cvrm;lu the tcrm "a»»ar»tvs for the application of

insecticides" which might include very dlfferun+ products, renging from a
spoon tc a planc.

Mr., BROWN (United Stat ) on tnc last point raised by Sir Stephen,
said that it wes exectly such qpcstluns of technlcal customs' définition of
nroducts which the Dirsctor-General of W.H, O, requested from them, and that it
s their duty, .as expcrts, to supply such technical advice or informaticn,

wos
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Mr, JAYASURIYA (Ceylon) wished to express his full sympathy with
any collective effort designed tc combat disease. Soeaking for his country,
they would have some dlfflculty in granting duty exemptions tc certain
prcductssat least those which were dcmestically menufactured, and which ware
protected by tariffs, They must not, however, lose sight of the humanitarian
objective of W,H,0., and instead of discussing which was the best method of
achieving this ocbjective thcy sheuld try te find the means of eliminating
any difficulties they had in their tariffs and leave 1t to W.H,O0, to d601ue
cn the best course to teke,

o

~ Mr., REISMAN (Ganada)'expressed his satisfaction with the previcus
remarks which had helped tc raisc the level of the discussicn, He considered
it would be presumptuous and unoo-oaerat1Vu nat t- provide the help which
~ had becn requested, He thought contracting parties could 1-ok upen the
project before them as a useful educaticnal campaign to show how the cost
of certain products could be reduced by internaticnal eo-operaticn, -He alsc
felt that specialists sometimes lost sight of other than technieal asnects
of their work and that. the convention might help naticnal health organi-
zaticns in dealing with customs departments, Above all, it should not be
fergotten that one of the main obgect1Vus of thc GnTT wes to eliminate

barriers tJ trade,

The meeting was adjocurned 2t 1 p.m,




